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Contacts:Contacts:Contacts:Contacts:    
 

Chris Marvell  is the Newsletter editor.  Please let him have your contributions for future Newsletters, comments, suggestions, letters 
for publication, criticisms etc.  If you want, Gina Kelland is still happy to receive material for the Newsletter: she will be assisting 
Chris with her advice and proofreading.  If you are sending published articles please either get Copyright clearance yourself or 
enclose the details of the publisher so Chris can ask for permission.   You can contact Chris by email to editor@belleek.org.uk 
 

Chris and Bev Marvell publish and distribute the Newsletter.  Chris has set up a database which forms the Group’s “digital” archive, 
keeping a record of relevant publications and photographs (including photos etc. gathered at meetings and not published in the 
Newsletter).  Some or all of this information will be available on the Internet as our website develops -  working with Simon 
Whitlock, we intend to publish all the back issues of the Newsletter and all of the research done by our Group members on our 
website.  If you have questions about the publication and distribution of the Newsletter, contact Chris or Bev by email at 
publisher@belleek.org.uk. 
 

The Group’s Chairman is Joanna Urbanek, email chairman@belleek.org.uk 
 

Our Treasurer is Paul Ewings, contact him by email at treasurer@belleek.org.uk 
 

The Group's Administrator is Bev Marvell, email to administrator@belleek.org.uk  
 

Our website is administered by Simon Whitlock and can be found at http://www.belleek.org.uk/.  To contact Simon, the 
Webmaster, send email to webmaster@belleek.org.uk. 
 

There is a separate email address to make contact with researchers within the group.  This is research@belleek.org.uk.  For 
information on the annual raffle or to buy tickets, email raffle@belleek.org.uk. 
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FFFForthcoming Eventsorthcoming Eventsorthcoming Eventsorthcoming Events    
 

 

July 2014:  26th and 27th July; AGM, Coventry, hosted by Eileen and Bernard Burgham 
 
 

October 2014:  4th and 5th Oct; Autumn Meeting in Cornwall, hosted by Melanie and Simon Whitlock 
   and Anne Ewing (note this date was given incorrectly in the previous Newsletter) 
 
 

December 2014: 13th Dec; Christmas Party in Derby, fancy dress theme ‘Belleek’, hosted by Bev and  
Chris Marvell 

 
 

Newsletter DeadlinesNewsletter DeadlinesNewsletter DeadlinesNewsletter Deadlines    
 

Christmas 2014: Deadline for articles and other material is 1st November 2014. 
 
 

Cover Picture…Cover Picture…Cover Picture…Cover Picture…  
 

The sauce tureen from a large earthenware dinner service made for the Ternan family.  More items from the service can be 
seen in the background.  This service is dated 1881 and is in colour way number 375 (deep maroon red and gilt). 
 
This publication is made on behalf of the UK Belleek Collectors’ Group.  It is dedicated to improving our knowledge and appreciation of Belleek, the Ware and the 
Pottery.  It is not for profit and intended for the members of the Group and those with like interests.  We try to acknowledge and obtain permission for any material or 
images used.  If however you feel that material has been used which breaches your copyright and this causes you a problem, please get in touch with the editor at 
editor@belleek.org.uk and the item will be removed.                                 
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From the Editor…From the Editor…From the Editor…From the Editor…        
 "Belleek still serves well" - This is a main heading in an auction report in the Antiques Trade Gazette (ATG) of 28th 
June.  What on earth does it mean?  Reading the report, which is reproduced later in the Newsletter, it soon becomes clear that 
they are noting that the items of Belleek in the sale sold well: that is, at unexpectedly high prices.  They use the word "still"  - 
why "still"? Well, the Gazette had not failed to notice the decline of prices realised at auction for Belleek.  We have probably 
all noticed this too.  It is of course a two-edged sword for us collectors - we can now buy our Belleek much less expensively 
than we could a few years ago but we watch with some trepidation as the notional value of our collections seems to go down 
day by day.  The decline in price (note that I don't say "value" here) has even been somewhat precipitate in the past few years.  
If a collector was buying Belleek mainly as an investment, then this would have been something of a disappointment, but to 
most of us, while it might smart a bit when we remember the high price we paid for one item or another, the beauty and 
intrinsic value of the items is not changed by the change in market price and we now have a lot more opportunity to purchase 
beautiful things in a much more open world market.  Any collector who disagrees with this statement is, in my humble opinion,  
probably not a true "collector" but more of an investor - or in fact a dealer; absolutely nothing wrong with this but... as in those 
caveats that financial advisors always give: the value of your investments may go down as well as up! 
 

So why did the Belleek in this particular auction, the report of which covered a whole page of the highly respected ATG, 
succeed while so many other auctions, even notable ones, have failed to meet expectations (it terms of price realised anyway)?  
The auction itself was not particularly distinguished - the small provincial auction house of T.W.Gaze in Diss, south of 
Norwich in the wilds of East Anglia - an auction house much more accustomed to selling agricultural equipment (they seemed 
to have a very interesting line in mobile wooden hen houses when I visited them) than fine Belleek.  So nothing special here.  
There were two factors that made it a very good bet that the Belleek would sell well and a third factor that made it irrelevant 
that it was being sold by a small provincial auction house: Gaze's in Diss rather than Bonhams in Bond Street.   
 

The first factor was that it was very good quality and rare Belleek.  This is not rocket science, you may say: good pieces will 
always sell at high prices - but I have seen a lot of sales where this was definitely not so - major, well advertised auctions where 
absolutely beautiful pieces like a delightful and complete hand painted Hexagon miniature dejeuner set (2nd period) was sold 
for what seemed like a song  - sharp intake of breath - probably at less than one quarter the price you would have expected a 
few years ago.  So we can't take this first factor for granted - there are an awful lot of bargains out there if you look for them.  
The second factor was that of provenance.  The auction house did not advertise this information and neither does the report in 
the ATG give the true provenance (it is also incorrect in several details) but a sufficient number of potential buyers must have 
realised the real origin of the Belleek on sale.  The Belleek was the property of the Ternan family - if you've never heard of 
them, read the article later in this Newsletter.  Dr. Obadiah Ternan and his brother were stalwart supporters of the Belleek 
Pottery in the late 1870s and early 1880s.  Obadiah was a personal friend of Robert Armstrong and they were strongly linked by 
their passion for Freemasonry.  The "Ternan Service" - a Ring Handle tea and breakfast set with every item hand painted with 
views of Ireland by Eugene Sheerin was the star lot sold from the late Beatrice McElroy's collection a few years ago at Duross 
House near Kesh, Co. Fermanagh - the beautiful set now resides in the Irish National Collection at the Collins Barracks 
Museum in Dublin.  So now, having identified this provenance by the distinctive family crest on a lot of the items, the 
realisation came that there was in fact a good deal more than one "Ternan" service - four  more almost complete large services 
were being sold in the auction along with a lot of other smaller decorative items.  The third factor of importance was that the 
Auction house put their catalogue on the Internet and allowed Internet bidding, so the sale was open to everyone - collectors 
worldwide all had an equal opportunity to buy, although the time differences may have made it a bit more inconvenient for 
someone in (say) New Zealand.  Anyway it was an event.  A sale that bucked the downward trend.  In fact, it was an important 
lesson that items of sufficient importance will  most definitely sell well - the only limiting factor is getting to know that they are 
for sale. 
 

I said that the market for Belleek is now much more open.... Why?  The answer is obvious - it is the Internet.  It is an 
unfortunate fact that many of the (mainly) older collectors, while still keen to buy Belleek, are now effectively disbarred from 
the market.  Ebay and the live Internet auctions have revolutionised everything - made us realise what is rare and what is not 
and completely cut off all those collectors unwilling or unable to go onto the Internet from the whole worldwide market as the 
number of "traditional" dealers diminishes - their business progressively transferred to the Internet or ended by their retirement.  
This is very sad and we try to help by notifying our friends without computer access when something of interest is being sold.  
It is however an impossible task to keep up with the sheer speed and volume of sales on the Internet. 
 

So back to those auction prices that served so well.  Maybe we are today much too obsessed by price.  Nowadays, when we are 
continually marketed to, when the main (or only) purpose of the very many programmes on TV dealing with antiques is to 
interest, amaze and startle us by the prices (high or low) of the items discussed - we are really missing the point. 
 

The distinction between the price and the value of an object is often blurred. Richard Degenhardt produced what he called a 
"Value guide" with his superb books on Belleek - he was wrong: it was a price guide.  We often see comments on the work of 
artists such as Andy Warhol, Damien Hurst and latterly Banksy in terms of the seemingly ludicrous prices realised for their 
work compared to any real value.  One philosophical view is that art with a price tag attached is actually NOT art at all. 
 

An Irishman, one Oscar Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde probably came closest to it - in The Picture of Dorian Gray - 
"Nowadays people know the price of everything and the value of nothing."                                    CMMMM    
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NortherNortherNortherNorthernnnn    Ireland Belleek Collectors Group NewsIreland Belleek Collectors Group NewsIreland Belleek Collectors Group NewsIreland Belleek Collectors Group News    
 

MEETING - FRIDAY 4 th APRIL 2014 IN ARMAGH CITY HOTEL, ARMAGH 
 

On a rather damp and overcast spring day we all travelled to the ancient city of Armagh.  The trees were beginning to 
blossom and the displays of yellow daffodils were quite beautiful. 
We gathered in the spacious café area before moving into the “Cullan” lounge for our very enjoyable carvery lunch. At 
1.30 we moved into the “Benberb Suite” for our meeting. 
 

Chairman Patricia McCauley explained that President Angela Moore was now the proud grandmother to a second 
grandchild - Celeste and that she had been home for the child’s christening  
 

Our group’s copy of the fabulous Tea Wares book – “Belleek Black Mark Tea Ware” by Tony Fox & Bev Marvell – was 
passed around – it can be borrowed– another copy is available in the Collectors room at the pottery. 
 

Chairman Patricia warned us to be prepared for June 2015!   There will be a Belleek Collectors Tour aka “Gathering” 
being planned for June 2015 bringing collectors from USA to Ireland with c 3 days in/around the pottery.  The visitors 
will be probably be based at the Killyhevlin Hotel in Enniskillen and it is hoped to plan events in the hotel in the evenings 
as well as visits during the days.  Details are very much in the planning stage.   
 

Copies of the new Visitor Centre leaflet were circulated – she was amazed to have it referred to by the media colleagues 
as “sexy” - the pink edging makes it stand out from all the green leaflets!!  It is also the pink of the Italian Cycle Race – 
NITB (Northern Ireland Tourist Board) have painted their offices same pink too!!! 
 

There is a new 2014 Belleek Group Catalogue – large – shows extensive selection of items now available – passed 
around.  
 

Last week John Maguire and Fergus Cleary were at Enniskillen Museum to meet Prince Charles and Camilla.  John was 
told by Camilla that she was sorry that she had missed visiting the pottery on their previous visit and wanted to visit next 
time --- John ecstatic!! 
Tourism / visitor season kicked off from QVC on St Patrick’s Day – Patricia selling on TV!! 
Mugs are flying – kilns full of mugs – and demand for baskets… 
 

Next week 150 tour operators are to attend a “Meet The Buyer Workshop” run by NITB. They are coming to Fermanagh 
for the first time - to Lough Erne Resort – it is a big event for “up market tourists” and a great boost for tourism here.  
May the sun shine on the lough! 
 

Members Treasures included: 
·  G8 Basket & Replica Queen Elizabeth Presentation Basket 
·  High Lily Demi –Tasse coffee cup pink 2nd Black 
·  Aynsley Demi- Tasse coffee cup- painted flowers signed by Maud Allingham 

Ring Handle teacup & saucer with Chinese style blue flowers 3rd Black 
Ivy Ring Handle teacup & saucer – fine painting 3rd Black 

·  Shamrock -   Cream and sugar from complete tea set  2nd Black 
·  Unusual – Candle snuffer- no painting – with rare retailers mark 2nd Black 
·  Large heavy breakfast cup & saucer with religious cypher and pink/ gilt rim - blue mark on cup and black on 

saucer 1st Black 
·  Grass cup & saucer & odd saucer  1st Black  & BCIS cup & saucer larger copy  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           From Jan Golaszewski. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - FRIDAY 6 th JUNE IN THE LOUGH ERNE RESORT 
 CASTLE HUME ENNISKILLEN 

     

The members arrived at the Lough Erne Resort Complex on a bright and sunny morning.  The setting beside the shores of 
Lough Erne was just stunning-- a perfect setting for our Annual General Meeting.  The Gordon Wilson Library was 
reserved for our use.  The AGM included a most interesting and special tour of the museum’s extensive and important 
Belleek Wares Collection.  Our host for the day was Sinead Reilly the museum’s collections officer.  The museum’s 
display of Belleek wares had recently been re-designed to include new acquisitions.  Sinead had chosen several unusual 
pieces for us to handle as well as a selection of very interesting Belleek Pottery documents from their collection.  
A presentation was made by Chairman Patricia to Sinead of a “Queen’s Jubilee Basket” (No.56 of 60) on our behalf as a 
donation to the Museum’s collection.  A “Fleur Votive” was presented as a gift to Sinead. She was delighted and thanked 
everyone. 
 

Chairman Patricia reported that bookings for the Pottery were encouraging and a very important tourism workshop was 
coming to Fermanagh soon helping to boost future visitor numbers. We had a great response for our “member’s treasures 
tea ware” from a very fine demi-tasse coffee cup and saucer painted by Maud Allingham to a large earthenware breakfast 
cup and saucer from a religious order and an unusual candle snuffer. 
 

On Friday 8th May 2014 Trevor & Helen Rankin represented the collectors at the Annual Richard K. Degenhardt 
Belleek Collector’s Scholarships Awards Ceremony held in the University of Ulster, Belfast Campus.  Fergus Cleary 
represented the Pottery. Three awards of £650 were presented by Linda Beard to Patricia Carr and Caitlin Ni Bhroin for 
Celtic Studies and Wendy Ward for Ceramics. The previous year’s winners each gave a short AV presentation.  These 
students are outstanding and it was impressive to see how well they had used their grants to forward their careers. 
 

Our membership is small but very committed to keeping together.  We would welcome new members – especially 
younger people, but we realise that there are great pressures on young people these days.  I would like to thank all the 
members for their support for the NI Belleek Collectors Group, especially Chairman Patricia who keeps us informed 
about all the important Belleek business.  
 

Afternoon Tea was served in the conservatory overlooking the beautiful Lough Erne.  Every person received an 
individual cake stand containing a scone, (+jam & cream) a selection of sandwiches, and a selection of mouth- watering 
delicious bite size pastries – (the raspberries covered with Kirsch jelly were divine!) together with constant supply of hot 
tea or coffee.  We were looked after extremely well by our waitress Nuala who attended us all afternoon. 
  

Chairman Patricia gave us a resume about her “D –Day” tree planting at Crom Castle. 
She informed us that Belleek Pottery had won the prestigious NITB Best Visitor Experience 2014   -- well done!!  They 
were up against “Nomadic”  “Crumlin Road Gaol” and “Castle Ward ”- very tough competition.   The awards were 
presented at Titanic Centre.  The Lough Erne Resort won the Hotel of the Year Award. 
 

Patricia reported an increase of visitors as a result of the G8 and better weather and more independent travellers due to 
good publicity.  
 
NEXT YEAR – “GATHERING” 16 – 18 JUNE 2015 (at the Pottery) it is being planned to bring a group of collectors from USA to 
tour Ireland with 3 days in and around the Pottery. It has been suggested that we host a welcome drinks reception on the first evening 
(16th June).  It is hoped to base the event at the Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen. More news to follow when numbers can be finalised.  
 
Production is at full swing at the pottery with more Belleek Living being made here. 
The next issue of the BCIS Newsletter will be going out in July – Helen has written an article about our group for it – 
each chapter is being asked to write a piece for it. 
 

At Easter the Easter Bunny came for a week where you followed a trail around grounds and were rewarded with 
chocolate eggs and the touring coaches business has been increasing. Generally tourism throughout Ireland is on the 
increase - it is a key to our future economy. 
 

Our next meeting will be held in Belleek Pottery to coincide with the pre- Christmas Sale On Friday 21st NOVEMBER 
2014. Please bring along your favourite Belleek figure “whether it be animal, vegetable or mineral”  there are plenty to 
choose from!! 
 
Thank you Helen for keeping us informed, it is much appreciated 
 
Editor: UK Collectors please take note - there will be an opportunity to meet with the NI Group and the US 
collectors next year at Belleek in June - make a note in your diaries. 
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RichRichRichRichard K Degenhardt Belleek Collectors' Scholarships 2014ard K Degenhardt Belleek Collectors' Scholarships 2014ard K Degenhardt Belleek Collectors' Scholarships 2014ard K Degenhardt Belleek Collectors' Scholarships 2014    
 
The annual presentation of the 
Degenhardt Scholarships was made on 
8th May 2014.  This year, Dr Linda 
Beard - Chair of the Degenhardt 
Scholarship - also received an award 
herself:  
 
 
Linda was presented with a crystal bowl 
by Professor Alastair Adair - Pro Vice 
Chancellor (Development) & Provost 
(Jordanstown & Belfast). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here Linda  is pictured with Celtic 
Studies scholarship winners - Wendy 
Ward (Ceramics), Caitlin Ni Bhroin and 
Patricia Carr (Celtic Studies). Also 
pictured is Professor Ian Montgomery - 
Dean of Faculty of Art, Design and the 
Built Environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linda with Celtic Studies scholarship 
winners Caitlin Ni Bhroin and Patricia 
Carr. Also pictured is Professor Bertie 
O'Corrain - Director of the Irish and 
Celtic Studies Research Institute. 
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Student Wendy Ward, winner of the 
Richard K. Degenhardt Award (Ceramics). 
Wendy is currently studying on the MFA 
Multidisciplinary Design course in the 
Belfast School of Art where she is 
developing an exclusive range of lighting 
for high end interiors for both commercial 
and domestic interiors. With an 
undergraduate experience in ceramics she is 
currently developing her range using laser 
cutting processes and with the Richard 
Kennedy Degenhardt Belleek award she has 
secured a placement with the internationally 
recognised Boatswain Lighting company. 
This experience will be invaluable in the 
development of her product range and her 
future 
 
 
Pictures: University of Ulster 
 
 
Ed: Wendy has created a fabulous piece of 
art here - we wish her and the other 
Scholarship winners great success in the 
future. 
 
 
 

 
 

NNNNew Zealandew Zealandew Zealandew Zealand    Belleek Belleek Belleek Belleek 
Collectors Group NewsCollectors Group NewsCollectors Group NewsCollectors Group News    
 
 
We received this picture from David 
Montgomery of the NZ members who attended 
their Spring meeting in Napier, Hawkes Bay.  By 
all accounts this was a most enjoyable meeting: 
it was arranged to coincide with the Napier Art 
Deco weekend 20th-23rd February. 
 
Editor: apologies to the NZ Group, this item 
arrived too late for inclusion in the last 
Newsletter. 
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News from the World of CeramicsNews from the World of CeramicsNews from the World of CeramicsNews from the World of Ceramics    
Middleport pottery site £9m renovation complete 
24 June 2014 from BBC Website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 
factory's 
original 
bottle kiln 
has been 
refurbished  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Building work to renovate the UK's last working Victorian pottery factory in Stoke-on-Trent has finished. 
The Prince's Regeneration Trust has spent about £9m revamping Middleport Pottery in Burslem.  The trust said it bought 
the Grade II-listed building in June 2011 to save 50 jobs and preserve skills. The factory has produced Burleigh china 
since 1888.  A visitor centre, workshops and a cafe have been put in and the original bottle kiln has been refurbished.  The 
factory was officially reopened on Tuesday by Prince Charles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The visitor 
centre tells 
the story of 
Burleigh 
china  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Trust chief executive Ros Kerslake said it had brought the factory up to "21st Century standards but kept the huge 
uniqueness of how it was in 1888".  She said: "It did need a lot of significant construction work, the roof needed 
substantial repair, for example, but we tried to be sensitive to not over restore or over modernise the place." 



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 35/2 July 2014 

Page Page Page Page 10101010    

 
 
 
 
 
The visitor centre features collages designed 
by local ceramic artists 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Middleport Factory History 
·  1862: Frederick Rathbone Burgess and William Leigh form Burgess and Leigh Ltd 
·  1888: Middleport Pottery is built and firm move in 
·  1965: Six of its seven bottle kilns are demolished 
·  1979: Factory becomes Grade II listed 
·  1982: Permission to demolish final bottle kiln is refused by Stoke-on-Trent City Council 
·  1999: William and Rosemary Dorling acquire Burgess and Leigh 
·  2011: Princes Regeneration Trust buys factory 
 

The trust said it hoped to boost its visitor numbers from about 8,000 to 30,000 people a year through its new 
museum exhibit and by encouraging schools to use the new classroom spaces.   
 
As part of the refurbishment, 19,000 historic pottery 
moulds and cases belonging to factory tenants 
Burgess, Dorling and Leigh, were moved out of the 
factory.  The pieces, collected over the past 130 
years, were stored for seven months at the old Spode 
pottery site in Stoke town centre.  The plaster moulds 
have been catalogued and returned to a new 
storeroom at the factory.  Visitor centre manager 
Theresa Fox-Wells said: "[They] were up on the third 
floor, the weight was putting quite a strain on the 
building.  "It was a huge exercise to transport them 
from site to site. They're now safely stored here again, 
but on the ground floor this time." 
 
Burgess, Dorling and Leigh have been making 
Burleigh china on site since 1888  
 
The trust said since it had taken over the factory 30 
new jobs had been created on both the administrative 
and manufacturing side. It said it was aiming to create 
30 more. Money for the project had come from a 
range of sources including English Heritage, the 
government's Regional Growth Fund, the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and private donations, the trust said. 
 
Entry to the Pottery is FREE and opening hours are Tuesday to Sunday 10:00 to 17:00 
For more details, see www.middleportpottery.co.uk. 
 

Editor: Thanks to Eddie Murphy for informing us of this new Stoke-on-Trent attraction. 
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New jobs at onceNew jobs at onceNew jobs at onceNew jobs at once----troubled Denby Pottery thanks to oversea salestroubled Denby Pottery thanks to oversea salestroubled Denby Pottery thanks to oversea salestroubled Denby Pottery thanks to oversea sales 
By Derby Telegraph  |  Posted: May 03, 2014  By Robin Johnson 

Denby Pottery.  
 
WORLD-FAMOUS Denby Pottery 
which nearly went out of business five 
years ago has had a dramatic turnaround 
by announcing it is to take on dozens of 
workers.  The Derbyshire ceramics 
company fell into administration in 2009 
and redundancies were made.  
 

But, thanks to a boom in overseas sales, 
the firm is now creating 37 manufacturing 
roles at its plant in Derby Road, Denby. 
 

The creation of the jobs has been fuelled 
by a huge increase in exports to countries 
such as Korea and Canada, which have 
grown by 62% in the first three months of 
this year alone. 
 

Garry Biggs (left), managing director of Denby Pottery, said: "It is 
satisfying to see the growing level of interest in our Denby-made stoneware 
products in so many overseas markets, particularly in Korea, which we 
anticipate will become Denby's largest overseas market within the next two 
years."  It will bring the total number of manufacturing jobs at the site to 
238 and allow the firm to produce almost 120,000 pieces of pottery a week. 
 

The firm, was founded in 1809, was rescued in 2009 when it was bought 
out by its senior management team, who were backed by restructuring and 
refinancing firm Hilco Capital.  Since then, bosses of Denby, which also 
has a distribution centre in Wayzgoose Drive, Derby, have worked hard to 
revive the brand.  Paul McGowan, chief executive of Denby's owner Hilco 
Capital, said: "Our investment in export activities over recent years is 
bearing fruit, especially in the Korean and Canadian markets. While the 
growth figures for the first quarter are impressive, we expect even higher 
levels of growth in the current quarter given the record level of our export 
order book at the moment." 
 

"The Denby business has seen volume growth every year since we acquired 
it in 2009 and overall business increased by an impressive 5% in the first 
quarter of this year, despite the closure of our North American distribution 
centre for an entire month due to weather disruption." 
Towards the end of last year the company had to contend with strike action 
by staff over pay but the dispute was eventually resolved and Denby has not 
looked back since." 

 

George Cowcher, chief executive of the Chamber of Commerce for Derbyshire, said: "This is good news for the local 
economy and comes at a time when the recovery is firmly taking root." 
 

"Derbyshire forms part of the manufacturing heartland of the UK and, in order to build a sustainable economy for the 
future, we need to move more towards innovation, exports and enterprise." 
 

"This is just one example of a company which has expanded its operations into new markets overseas and is now reaping 
the rewards and creating more jobs for local people." 
 

Hilco Capital is now looking for another company to take on Denby and build on its overseas performance.  Financial 
services firm Canaccord Genuity has been appointed to handle the sale. Yesterday, the firm said that so far it had received 
27 expressions of interest. 
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Spring Meeting in EdinburghSpring Meeting in EdinburghSpring Meeting in EdinburghSpring Meeting in Edinburgh    
Saturday 5Saturday 5Saturday 5Saturday 5thththth    and Sunday 6and Sunday 6and Sunday 6and Sunday 6thththth    AprAprAprApril il il il     

    

Hosted by Joanna UrbanekHosted by Joanna UrbanekHosted by Joanna UrbanekHosted by Joanna Urbanek    
 
Again we were lucky with the weather. Edinburgh was sunny and a nice temperature for strolling 
around to see the sights of the city. All of the venues on our itinerary were in the city centre within 
walking distance – although sometimes a longish walk (all the better for helping us keep the effects of 
good food and a wee dram at bay). 

A statue of Greyfriars Bobby (above) who was a Skye Terrier and became known in 19th-century 
Edinburgh for supposedly spending 14 years guarding the grave of his owner until he died himself in 
1872.  His statue was certainly something of a tourist attraction - he must be the most photographed 
dog in Scotland. 
 
Some of the Belleekers met up on the Friday evening for a meal at Blackfriars restaurant (below). 

The food here was excellent - a theme that was to be repeated in every restaurant we went to!  Is it just 
that the food and service in Scotland's capital is exemplary or were we just very lucky in our choices of 
venue?  We loved Edinburgh so highly recommend a visit. 
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Saturday 5Saturday 5Saturday 5Saturday 5thththth    April April April April ----    Morning Morning Morning Morning     
    
A couple of hours spare to look round the 
Museum of Scotland. Of course it would take a 
lot longer than this to really do justice to the 
exhibitions. BUT we did manage to find some 
BELLEEK! 

Bev Marvell and Eileen Burgham swotting up on 
Scottish pottery and porcelain 

 
How do they 
manage to ‘float’ a 
kettle like that – 
cunning 
suspension wires I 
suspect! 
 
 
Below: Displays of various Scottish ‘pots’ in the Museum of 
Scotland 
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The Museum roof is open for visitors to view 
the city from. Left and Below, fine views being 
enjoyed here by Eileen and Bernard Burgham 
and Bev and Chris Marvell. 
    
Just look at the rows and rows of matching 
chimney pots 

Saturday 5Saturday 5Saturday 5Saturday 5thththth    April April April April     ----    
Afternoon Afternoon Afternoon Afternoon ––––    The The The The Spring Spring Spring Spring 
Meeting at the German Meeting at the German Meeting at the German Meeting at the German 
ChurchChurchChurchChurch    
    
Our venue was the regular meeting 
place for the Scottish Porcelain 
Society – who we also invited to our 
meeting.  

 
Above: The German Church bathed 
in sunshine 
 
 
The German Church is a small modern 
church with a fabulous stained glass 
window which flooded light into our 
meeting room. 
 
 
Left: The very impressive modern 
stained glass window 
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Left: Getting settled for the meeting 
 
 
 
 
Below: An impressive and varied 
display of Scottish porcelain, mainly 
Nautilus 
 

Our members Neville Maguire and David Reynolds (below left) are both also very keen collectors of 
Nautilus. The history between the Belleek and Nautilus potteries is closely connected, so it is not 
surprising that collectors also have a lot in common. 

    
    
    
Some 
preliminary 
chatting and 
fondling of 
pots    
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Our Chairman Joanna Urbanek welcomed 
everyone to Edinburgh, our first meeting 
outside England. She also extended a warm 
welcome to members of the Scottish Pottery 
Society (SPS) who had joined us on this 
special occasion.  
 
Apologies were read, then Heather Jack 
(below), the chairman of the SPS, said a few 
words to introduce their group. It is 40 years 
old, and has been meeting at the German 
Church for most of its life. 

 
Graeme 
Cruickshank 
(right), a founder 
member of the 
SPS, has written a 
book on 
Prestonpans 
Porcelain, which 
has many 
similarities to 
Belleek.  

 
Another SPS member Alex McKenzie (seated, right), who 
comes from Possilpark, described how he had started 
collecting Nautilus Porcelain.  David Paton (standing right) 
visited him to view some Clarice Cliff, but instead caught the 
'Nautilus disease'.  
 
Our David Reynolds had brought along a number of Nautilus 
pieces, which helped to illustrate the talk by David Paton on 
Nautilus Porcelain. 
 
 
A talk by David Paton A talk by David Paton A talk by David Paton A talk by David Paton ----    Nautilus Porcelain, Possil Pottery, Glasgow, 1894Nautilus Porcelain, Possil Pottery, Glasgow, 1894Nautilus Porcelain, Possil Pottery, Glasgow, 1894Nautilus Porcelain, Possil Pottery, Glasgow, 1894––––1911191119111911    
 
David Paton said he is not an expert, we are all on a 
learning curve whether it be Nautilus or Belleek. If 
Scots were asked about Scottish heritage, few would 
know about the pottery industry, but there used to be a 
considerable number of large potteries. 
 
In his talk, David concentrated of the second of three 
Nautilus periods. John and Daniel MacDougall took 
over the Saracen Pottery and started the Nautilus 
Porcelain Co. in 1894. The MacDougalls were also glass 
and china merchants. Maps indicate that the Possil 
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Pottery was located next to heavy industry (steel, 
chemicals). It was knocked down in the 1970s and a 
nursery school built. People who lived in Possilpark in 
later times did not know about the Pottery. 
 
Slide showing a plan of the location of Possil Pottery 
 

Below: Another slide of a dig at the pottery site  
(yes we Belleekers also know the attractions of digging 
for shards!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The nautilus belongs to the cephalopod class of marine molluscs, and its shell is translucent. David showed one 
with a light shining through it. John and Daniel MacDougall visited their Uncle David who had a fine collection 
of shells. Perhaps this is what inspired the name of the Pottery, as the porcelain is also thin and translucent. 
 
At 77 Buchanan Street, Glasgow, painters were decorating porcelain from 
abroad. As businessmen it made sense for the MacDougalls to go into 
production, with the aim of greater profits. They would have been aware of 
the influences of Mackintosh, Knox and the Glasgow School. 
 
    David with a dish to illustrate his talk 

 
David showed us many slides of 
Nautilus pieces, ranging from bud 
vases, trios and figurines to large 
ornate vases and bowls. Some 
earthenware was also produced, such 
as ewers and basins. One highly 
decorated vase was up to 3 feet high 
and sold for 25 guineas in 1901. The 
large ornamental pieces were all 
porcelain and difficult to fire. A 
common shape was a large bowl with 
two handles, known as a Trophy Vase. 
In 1901 the Pottery Gazette had a picture of a Trophy Vase, which it 
called a mantelpiece centre. Some pieces had a design registration 
number. Poppies are the most common decoration, and also thistles.   
 

One of David's slides: a figural piece in the ‘Art Nouveau’ style 
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Pictures of two ewers showed the influence of Charlie Baldwin (hand painted decoration – flying swans) and 
George Owen (piercing) at Royal Worcester. Possil Pottery may have brought people in who were trained at 
other potteries. John Boyle became manager at Possil, he had been the salesman at Belleek Pottery in the 
1880’s. The potters definitely moved around. 
 
Statues often have a stabilising piece up the back, and many are original designs, such as that of Robinson 
Crusoe. Figures of water carriers can be seen in an old photograph of the Buchanan Street shop. An advert 
indicated that Nautilus wares were sold in London. 
 
Nautilus also made crested wares (i.e. armorials), and we were shown a picture 
of a Stirling wassail cup. There were many designs, marked with a ship on the 
bottom, which was generally only on crested ware. The crests (coats of arms) 
were Scottish, English, even Indian (Calcutta). Many had a thistle on the back 
as well.       
                                                                   Typical marks on Nautilus wares 

 
Daniel MacDougall continued work 
after the death of John, but the 
Pottery was closed in 1911. Tenants took it over, making stoneware 
jugs, ashtrays etc. When the school on the original site was 
knocked down, a pottery dig took place. A photo of the dig showed 
part of a bottle kiln (see photo previous page). 
 
John MacDougall's grandson, Sir Donald MacDougall, was a 
statistician and an adviser to Churchill during the war. He died in 
2004. Twenty years ago, David and Alex found the MacDougalls' 
graves in Helensburgh Cemetery, Argyll. 
 
Chris Marvell gave a vote of thanks on behalf of the Group, and 
Joanna presented David with gifts including a Belleek UK 
convention plate. 
 

 

BringBringBringBring    and Tell and Tell and Tell and Tell ----    Theme ‘A Celtic Celebration’Theme ‘A Celtic Celebration’Theme ‘A Celtic Celebration’Theme ‘A Celtic Celebration’    
 

Elaine Ewings had brought along a small Belleek vase with a 2nd 
black mark. The reference books only show it as made in the 1970s 
under the name 'Erne Spill'. A short time after the purchase of the 
piece, Chris and Bev Marvell 
visited Paul and Elaine for a 
Burns Night dinner. Through a 
colleague Paul is able to acquire 
haggis from the butcher in 
Moffat, and it's also a good 
excuse to sample some whisky! 
Eagled-eyed Bev noticed that 
the spill had a Celtic motif 
around the bottom. She later 
discovered that it appears in the 
1924 catalogue as a Small Celtic 
Vase. 
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Chris Marvell showed us a striking trio in black 
and gilt with a coloured Celtic knot pattern and 
lustre. He has no idea who made the pieces or 
how old they are, but the decoration is reminiscent 
of some of the items decorated at the Belfast 
School of Art - around 1900-1910 Belleek 
supplied blanks to be painted here, usually small 
or large bowls. And of course Belleek made Celtic 
pieces in several different patterns in the 1920s.  

David Reynolds told us that when Belleek engaged a 
salesman for the first time, John Boyle was taken on, aged 
22. He spoke in favour of the strikers in 1888, and was 
eventually sacked after it was found he had been selling 
glassware to someone else when he should have been 
working for Belleek. According to the census, John Boyle 
lived in Saracen Street (Possilpark) in 1901 and was 
employed at Nautilus. David showed a vase attributed to 
the Coral Porcelain Co., Prestonpans. This history provides 
a link between Belleek and Scotland. 
 
David Paton chose Elaine as the winner – it was the 
mention of haggis that did it! 
 
Forthcoming events 
 

The AGM is on 27th July at the usual venue in Coventry. The autumn meeting is in Looe, Cornwall, and 
visitors from the USA are expected. The Christmas party will once again be in Derby. The meeting in spring 
2015 may be in the Peterborough area. 
 
Belleek Pottery news - A new masonic plate has been produced that is a copy of Armstrong's design for his 
own lodge: see the April 2014 Newsletter (35/1). 
 
After the meeting had concluded, Bev Marvell un-wrapped a piece that she had bought to the meeting. She 
wanted to get expert opinion on it from the Scottish collectors. It was an unusual large parian basket and was 
much admired. More on this basket is described later in this newsletter. (pictures below) 
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Saturday 5Saturday 5Saturday 5Saturday 5thththth    April April April April ––––    EveningEveningEveningEvening    
    

Dinner at the Iris restaurant and Elaine Ewings had a belated prize presentation for winning the Bring and Tell.  

 
After dinner we strolled 
through the city and into a 
square which had a 
spectacular ‘light 
installation’ ( left and 
below). The lights changed 
colour, faded and brightened, 
it must have taken much time 
and effort to set up. 

    
Another light show was 
flood lit Edinburgh Castle 
on the hill (left) 
    

    
    
    
Finally to the World’s End pub for a cosy corner 
and a late night - a lovely pub, just the place to put 
the world to rights! 
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Sunday 6Sunday 6Sunday 6Sunday 6thththth    AprilAprilAprilApril    
    

First a stroll past the new Scottish Parliament buildings.... 

Above Left: Parliament building. Wiki says: ‘roof line … intended to evoke the crags of the Scottish 
landscape! 

 
Above: Members of the Scottish Parliament building. 
Wiki says : ‘inspired by Henry Raeburn's iconic 
painting—The Skating Minister’!! 
 
Left: Canongate Wall marking the boundary. Wiki: 
‘constructed from a variety of indigenous Scottish 
rocks … set into large concrete casts …Etched [with] 
a pictorial representation of the Old Town’!!! 
 
I hope Elaine Ewings as she walks past is 
appreciating all this. 

 
Then across the road opposite the Parliament, on to 
our morning cultural visit to Holyroodhouse for a 
Group visit around the royal palace (official residence 
of Her Majesty The Queen in Scotland).    
    
Left: Looking out of the entrance gates to 
Holyroodhouse’s Queens Gallery, the Parliament 
buildings in the background 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Left: 
Holyroodhouse 
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Our Group posing in the forecourt of 
the palace.....and  detail of a statue.  

    
    
    

Holyrood Abbey                       Joanna on duty 
 
 
    
Karen Kincheloe at the till, obviously impressed 
by the Queen’s choice in gift ware at the palace 
shop
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Finally Sunday lunch at Howies restaurant  …and then home. 

Nice one Joanna – that lobster and chips looks delicious. Cheers. 
 

 
Chris had a special burger with all the trimmings - these trimmings included a large dollop of haggis... well, in 
Scotland you need to have haggis with everything don't you?  The meal was fabulous, as was the whole 
weekend - a truly memorable few days - everything went off without a hitch and we were all impressed with the 
high quality of City of Edinburgh and its attractions.  We travelled home in style, walking the short distance to 
Waverley Station then taking the direct train home. 
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TTTThe Ternan Family and Belleekhe Ternan Family and Belleekhe Ternan Family and Belleekhe Ternan Family and Belleek    
    

Chris MarvellChris MarvellChris MarvellChris Marvell    
    

Dr O. Ternan is someone that collectors of Belleek may have heard of.  His name crops up in connection with 
the beautiful tea and breakfast service, each item painted with views of Ireland by Eugene Sheerin, that was 
sold by Viewback Auctions of Omagh at the Duross House sale of items from the Estate of Mrs Beatrice 
McElroy in July 2005, nine years ago.  The sale was covered by the press and television, appearing on the local 
News with the headline lot being the "Ternan" service which was estimated in press reports at £40,000-£50,000 
and later sold for an undisclosed sum to the National Museum of Ireland in Dublin. 
 

So who was this Dr O. Ternan?  We knew he was a doctor (but not what he was a doctor of).  We also know he 
was an important patron of Belleek... but there was some confusion over whether it was O'Ternan or O. Ternan 
- we weren't sure what the "O" stood for anyway!  
 

Well I can now definitively state that the person in question was one Doctor Obadiah Ternan, son of James 
Ternan, who lived in Enniskillen and had a large pharmacy and consulting rooms at 30, Townhall street, 
Enniskillen.  He was a general practioner and also a doctor of chemistry, a true, well-rounded Victorian 
gentleman, an avid freemason, an upstanding leader of the local community and a friend of Robert Armstrong 
at Belleek.  We have not fully researched his family tree but we know he had a younger brother, William 
George and a younger sister.  The family came originally from Dublin and we are not sure exactly when 
Obadiah moved to Enniskillen and set up his medical and pharmaceutical practices. 
 

The table below is an extract from an 1880 directory for Enniskillen and lists him thus: 
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 A directory from 1910 shows only: 

 
 

 

This may not indicate that he was doing less in 1910, merely that the later directory was less detailed... although 
he was 75 years old by 1910 and still apparently actively working, he may well have curtailed some of his 
activities.  The 1911 Census shows the residents of a house at 30 Townhall Street, Enniskillen as: 

Ternan, O., apothecary, Townhall street 



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 35/2 July 2014 

Page Page Page Page 25252525    

Right: view of Townhall Street, 
Enniskillen, the town's main 
shopping street. No.30 seems to be the 
first house on the left, by the white 
van - it is now part of a building used 
by the First Trust Bank.  All the 
houses here are substantial Victorian 
buildings - most suitable for 
Obadiah's residence and practice. 
 
Note that Obadiah was living and 
working at the same location.  He is 
shown as single, Presbyterian, able to 
read and write (well we would hope 
so!) and his profession is shown as a 
General Practioner and Licencee of the 
Apothecaries' Hall, Ireland.  This 
means that he was not only medically 
qualified as a doctor but also 
accredited by the authority that issued  
apothecary's licences in Ireland.   
 
 
In 1911, Obadiah also 
had living at his house 
the following: a medical 
assistant, James McHenry 
from Enniskillen; a 
student, Darling Cox 
from Waterford and a 
general servant; 
Catherine Cavanagh from 
Enniskillen. 
 
 
 
Obadiah was an 
important man in the 
local community - 
amongst other posts, he 
was Vice-Chairman of 
the County Fermanagh 
Protestant Board of 
education (at least he was 
in 1901 as shown in this 
document.) (right) 
 
 
Obadiah was active and well recognised in the local community but his life's main interest seemed to come 
from his involvement with Freemasonry.  He was a highly active and important Freemason, both in his local 
Lodge (No. 205) in Enniskillen and also in the Grand Lodge of Ireland.   
 
Rebecca Hayes, the archivist of the Grand Lodge in Dublin, provided the following information via Brian 
Russell: 
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Obadiah Ternan joined Lodge No. 473, Enniskillen in 1860.  He was a member of Lodge No. 205, Enniskillen 
from 1870.  He served as Lodge Secretary.  He was Provincial Grand Secretary of Tyrone & Fermanagh in the 
latter part of the 19th Century.  
 

In 1888 Royal Arch Chapters 891 & 473 in Enniskillen were amalgamated to form Royal Arch Chapter 205 & 
Companion O. Ternan was installed as its first King in recognition of the great services he had rendered in 
bringing about the amalgamation. 
  

He died in October 1913 at his Brother’s (William George) residence in Dublin. 
 

He is buried in Mount Jerome Cemetery, Dublin: No.2671, TERNAN Family Burial Ground 
 
Below:  Grant of Probate to William George Ternan - note that Obadiah, at the time of his death, was living 
with his brother William George, at 2 Harrington Street, Dublin. 

 

It was Obadiah's involvement with Freemasonry that brought him into contact with Robert Armstrong who was 
also a highly active Freemason, although Armstrong belonged to a different Lodge. 
 

We are now starting to get something of an idea of the sort of person that Dr. Obadiah Ternan was.  Until 
recently his only widely known point of contact with Belleek pottery was that he commissioned and owned the 
celebrated "Ternan" service.  Information which came to light only in June 2014 shows that his interest and 
involvement with Belleek went much further than this and that Obadiah's youngest brother, William George 
and his family also had a strong interest in Belleek.  In fact we now know that there was not just the one 
"Ternan Service"  there were at least five of them!  The Ternan family also purchased and owned many other 
smaller decorative items of Belleek.  Here is a short list of the five major services we now know about: 
 

1. The celebrated Ring Handle Tea/Breakfast service: parian, painted with named views of Ireland by 
Eugene Sheerin.  Each item is decorated with the family crest and motto and "OT" monogram. part of 
the 58 piece set is held by the National Museum of Ireland. First period. 

2. Earthenware dinner service of at least 24 place settings complete with a full range of tureens and serving 
plates and dishes.  Decoration way number 375, with family crest and motto.  First period. 

3. Dessert service in Thorn pattern: parian, complete with comports, decoration way number 16, with 
family crest and motto.  First period. 

4. "Limoges" style (enamel decorated) Ring Handle Tea/Breakfast service: parian, painted in the "Stork" 
design, decoration way number 248.  Comprising at least 12 place settings with two different sizes of 
cup and saucer, side plates, bread plates and unusual oval serving platters, all items lacking the family 
crest and motto.  First period. 

5. Dessert service in an unusual round shape, complete with comports: parian, centres decorated with 
enamel painted flowers of various types, lacking family crest and motto.  First period. 

 

So the Ternans were significant customers for the Pottery, possibly only Cardinal Farley matched them in the 
quality and quantity of services that were purchased.  Details on these services and some of the other items that 
the Ternans owned will be given later in the article.  
 
Let us now look at one particular episode in Obadiah Ternan's life which illustrates and explains his association 
with Armstrong and one association with Belleek.  It involves Freemasonry and in particular it is concerned 
with a visit from Masons in the United States.  This may not sound all that significant, but read on!  The visit 
was from a group of American Masons (actually styling themselves Knights Templar of the Allegheny 
Commandery) from Allegheny County in south western Pennsylvania: it took place in July 1878.  Ternan was 
heavily involved as he was charged by the Enniskillen lodge to liaise with the Americans as they made their 
plans and to lead the Irish welcoming contingent when the visiting party arrived in Enniskillen. We will let their 
own accounts describe what took place.... 
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Enniskillen, Ireland, March 7, 1878.  
[Letter from Obadiah Ternan to the leader of the Allegheny Crusade of 1878] 
�
Dear Sir and Brother :  
 

Kindly drop me a line by return mail, saying what day the Allegheny Commandery will positively leave New 
York and reach Enniskillen.  If you have a dated itinerary to spare, I would be glad to have it.  Hoping to meet 
you all well and hearty on your arrival.  
 

Fraternally and faithfully yours,  
 
O. TERNAN.  
�
Arrangements were finalised and the US party was scheduled to arrive in Enniskillen on 18th July.  This 
from the Impartial Reporter 28th June 1878 
�

THE AMERICAN MASONIC EXCURSION Party propose leaving New York on the 3rd July, and expect to be 
at Enniskillen on the 18th. Bro. O. Ternan P.P.S.G.W. [1], is acting as secretary for the local Masonic body, to 
accord our American cousins a fraternal greeting on their way. Captain Archdale has kindly placed his steam 
yacht “Rossclare” at the disposal of the brethren in Enniskillen for a trip on the lake, as it is contemplated to 
bring the American party to Castle Caldwell and Belleek.  
�
The account is now taken up by David Semple, one of 
the visiting American party....  The story of the entire 
"Crusade" to Europe was published in the book shown 
on the right. [The text has idiosyncrasies and 
grammatical errors that have not been altered] 
�
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"About two o'clock the party proceeded to the steamer " Ross Clare," [4] which lay off the Militia Barrack 
Quay, where the following awaited the excursionists:  
Col. Irvine, D. L., High Sheriff of Tyrone, Deputy Grand Master of Tyrone and Fermanagh;  
Bro. Ternan, Past Prov. Senior Grand Warden, and Mrs. and the Misses Ternan, (3);  
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Brother Price, Prov. G. S. B.; Mrs. Innes, Dunbar, and her sister; Miss Patterson, Clenross; 
Miss Molimeux; Brother W. C. Trimble, P. M. 891; Miss Trimble; Brother Sinclair Trimble, 891;  
Brother C. J. Jones, 891 ; Brother William Jones, W.M., 891 : Brother Edward Athill, P. M., 891 ; 
Miss Athill; Brother W. H. Morrison; Miss Morrison; Brother J. McCausland, the Lusties;  
Brother S. Armstrong, W. M., 413; Mrs. Armstrong[5]; Bro. Gunning; Brother B. Gamble; 
Brother R. C. Donnell, Newtonstewart; Mrs. Scott, O'Magh, and her sister; Brother Dr. Todd; 
Brother Captain Irvine ; Bro. R. Fawcett, Derripin; Brother Dr. Fawcett; Brother G. Duggan;  
Mrs. O'Leary; Miss James; Brother G. Elliott; Miss Elliott; Brother J. Elliott and Mrs. Elliott; 
Brother G. Bradshaw; Brother G. Pratt; Brother W. Teele; Brother Ryan, Mrs. Ryan, Miss Ryan, 
 &c., &c."  
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 "About half-past two, the steamer was under weigh, that fact being signified by the discharge of two guns from 
her stern. On past Portora and Derrygore, the old castle and devenish hoary with age, and rich in the 
memories of the past and present, past Rossfad and Ross Clare, where the hotel looks down on one of the fairy 
scenes of Ireland — looks down on a hundred islands clothed in the ripe foliage of summer, rising gracefully as 
swans from the water — looks down on projecting headland and receding bay, far stretching hills and 
mountains that distend themselves to the horizon till sky and mountain merge as one in a dim azure blue." 
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" As we approached the landing, having sailed the entire length of the Lake, some twenty miles, two guns were 
fired, and the party disembarked at Castle Caldwell, walking through the demesne to the railway station. Here 
Brother Calhoun, of Enniskillen, sang a few verses of a " Warrior Bold," and " Carlisle" of Allegheny 
Commandery, whom it appears they always hold back to the last, made a beautiful flowery speech, which 
brought forth tears from host and visitors. When we heard those remarks, delivered in his own inimitable style, 
it was then we wished the party were only arriving  
instead of leaving."  
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Notes from this text above: 
 

1. Bro. O. Ternan P.P.S.G.W. - Obadiah was Past Provincial Senior Grand Warden of the Tyrone & 
Fermanagh Freemasons.  

2. "Sich"   - absolutely no idea what this means! 
3. "...it was fearful to hear the Doctor, vowing and declaring to some fair young lady of Enniskillen that 

such a thing as being married had never been thought of by him."  - Obadiah was unmarried in 1878 
and apparently never married.  This makes the reference in the later quoted Fermanagh Mail report of " 
Bro.�Ternan, Past Prov. Senior Grand Warden, and Mrs. and the Misses Ternan, (3)" a bit confusing - 
there are several possibilities here: it could be wrongly reported or possibly that this Mrs. Ternan was 
either Obadiah's mother (with his sisters) or the wife of Obadiah's younger brother, William George: we 
know that W.G. married and had children - more research is needed! 

4. Captain Archdale's Steam Yacht "Rossclare" was furnished by him to ferry the party from Enniskillen to 
Castle Caldwell - they did not use the usual commercial steamer the "Devenish" 

5. Brother S. Armstrong, W. M., 413; Mrs. Armstrong - this seems to be another Armstrong and his wife, 
not Robert Williams Armstrong, who curiously avoids mention here in this newspaper report. 

6. RWA is variously referred to in this text - "Brother", "Mr", "Dr" - the American author seems to have 
been overcome by his desire to praise Armstrong - he was not a doctor. The bold typeface was not in the 
original text. 

7. The Party alighted at Castle Caldwell but apparently never met John Caldwell Bloomfield - this would 
surely have been mentioned!  This was a Masonic "do" and the principals from the local lodges were 
Ternan and Armstrong - it was their "show", although several higher-ranking local dignitaries were 
along for the trip.  The party then did not visit Belleek!  The trip was advertised in the Impartial 
Reporter as contemplating a visit to Belleek but it seems that their schedule called for them to be 
whisked off to Londonderry by train immediately after their reception at Castle Caldwell.  Armstrong 
made his speeches and the presentation of the Belleek Masonic plates on board the Rossclare during the 
22 mile trip across Lough Erne or after landing at Castle Caldwell. 
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From the above, flowery and poetic account, we can see that Obadiah Ternan and Robert Armstrong, the main 
hosts for the American party, made a very favourable impression on them.  We can only wonder if there are any 
of the Belleek Masonic plates, given by Armstrong to the visiting "Crusaders", still in existence in Allegheny or 
thereabouts! 
 
Returning to the subject of the Belleek that the Ternans purchased.  We know about the existence of this fairly 
extensive family collection of Belleek from the items that have come onto the market in the past few years.  We 
have mentioned the set with the Sheerin views of Ireland that was sold in 2005, but well before this date, pieces 
from at least two other services had come onto the market: these were from the Thorn pattern dessert service 
and the earthenware dinner service. 
 
In May 2014, 
more pieces from 
these two services 
and two other 
services were sold 
at auction, one of 
the services (the 
"Stork" service) 
was virtually 
complete.   
 
 
 
 
This report 
appeared in the 
Antiques Trade 
Gazette of 28th 
June 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 
The auction was 
held by T.W.Gaze 
of Diss, Norfolk 
on 23rd May. 
The Belleek was 
consigned by a 
direct descendant 
of William 
George Ternan 
and the auction 
house in Diss was 
chosen because 
the family now 
lives in this 
locality. 
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Belleek Services made for the Ternan familyBelleek Services made for the Ternan familyBelleek Services made for the Ternan familyBelleek Services made for the Ternan family    
 

1. The Ring Handle "Views of Ireland" tea/breakfast 
service painted by Eugene Sheerin, made for Obadiah 
Ternan in 1888 - note that this is after Armstrong's death, so 
the association with Belleek continued after Obadiah's  
association via freemasonry with Robert Armstrong ended.  
The crest and motto on each piece of this service are 
augmented with the monogram "OT" in Gaelic script.  The 
Ternan family crest is a Gryphon (or Griffin) passant with 
the motto "Bvadhach" in old Gaelic.  In modern Irish Gaelic 
this is "Badhach" with the silent "v" dropped, which 
translates into English as loving, kind, affectionate, friendly 
or beloved. A very nice motto to have.  Part of the service 
was purchased in 2005 by the National Museum of Ireland 
and they record their holding as being from a 58 piece 
service. There now follows a series of photos of this 
magnificent service, taken at the Duross House sale. 
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A selection of the pieces from the Ring 
Handle "Views of Ireland" service.  All 
with first period mark, made in 1888 
(described in the Impartial Reporter), 
each item with the Ternan family crest 
and motto and Dr Obadiah Ternan's 
monogram "OT".  Shown are part of 
the set, five of the cups and saucers, 
three of the eggcups, five of the side 
plates, one of the covered muffin 
dishes, the teapot, the large milk jug 
and the large slop bowl. 
(See our website for more information) 
 

 
2. The Earthenware Dinner service in maroon 

and gilt (decoration way 375).  This service 
must have originally had at least 24 place 
settings and the commensurate number of oval 
platters, serving dishes and tureens of various 
sizes.  The items sold recently comprise three 
large tureens with covers, one of them a 
covered vegetable dish with internal divider, a 
smaller sauce tureen and stand, eleven dinner 
plates, nine smaller plates, six soup bowls and 
four graduating oval serving dishes.  Each 
item is decorated in maroon and gilt 
(decoration way 375) and has the Ternan 
family crest and motto (shown on the right). 

 
A proportion of this service had been sold 
previously.  Perhaps the reason for this was 
that it was split up amongst members of the 
Ternan family. 
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Above: the items from the service sold 
recently. 
 
Far left: impressed marks showing date 
mark of week 44 of 1881 and normal 
impressed harp and crown. 
 
Left: printed first period black mark with 
decoration way number 375. 
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Left: the four oval 
dishes in graduated 
sizes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left: internal view of 
one of the tureens 
showing the unusual 
divider - this is 
probably intended as a 
vegetable dish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. Thorn pattern 

dessert service 
in decoration 
way 16 
(turquoise 
flowers and 
spider, brown 
thorns and web 
and double gilt 
border).  Each 
item has the 
Ternan family 
crest and motto. 
(right) 
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Top: the service as it exists today - it 
would originally have had at least 12 
dessert plates. 
 
Above: the marks - showing 
registration diamond, impressed and 
printed first period marks and the 
painted decoration way number 16. 
 
Left detail of one of the plates - it is 
in superb pristine condition. 
 

As with the previous earthenware 
service, a proportion of this Thorn 
service had been sold earlier - perhaps 
for the same reason. 
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4. "Limoges" style (enamel 
decorated) Ring Handle 
Tea/Breakfast service: 
parian, hand painted in 
the "Stork" design, 
decoration number 248. 
Comprising 12 place 
settings with two different 
sizes of cup and saucer,  
two different sizes of milk 
jug, open sugar and slop 
bowl, side plates, bread 
plates and unusual oval 
serving platters.  All items 
lacking the family crest and 
motto.  First period.   Note 
this is the only example we 
have seen of this pattern 
being given a decoration 
number. 

Above: one of the bread plates with 
detail of the stork painted on it. 
 

Left: one of the most unusual and rare 
oval platters (the smaller one) 
 

Below: First black mark and 
decoration number 248 
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The larger oval platter with detail of its rushes and the flying stork, two of the side plates with detail of the 
standing stork and rushes on the bottom right hand one.  This shows the variation of the decoration. 
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Above: Bread plate, large milk jug and tea cup and saucer and small milk jug with breakfast and tea cup and 
saucers to show the different sizes of items in the service. 

 
5. Dessert service in an unusual round lobed shape, complete with comports: parian, centres 

decorated with enamel painted flowers of various types, lacking family crest and motto.  First period.  
This represents only part of the service: it seems that some other pieces had been sold previously. 
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Above and previous page: the comport and seven of 
the eight plates showing the enamel painted floral 
designs - note that the two plates middle and bottom 
right on the previous page have the same design.  The 
design is entirely hand applied rather than following 
a transferred template as a close inspection reveals 
that there are significant differences between these 
two plates with apparently the same design. 
 
Left: printed and impressed first period marks. 
 

    
Other items owned by the Ternan familyOther items owned by the Ternan familyOther items owned by the Ternan familyOther items owned by the Ternan family    
 
These items were sold at the recent auction at T.W.Gaze in Diss.  The Ternans may of course have had far more 
Belleek than this but we have the definitive provenance that these items come from the Ternan family. 
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Previous page: Marine Centre, second period; pair of 
Belgian Hawkers (both lacking their walking sticks), 
first period; egg cup holder with egg cups complete, 
first period. 
 

Above right: Small Lily of the Valley basket, three 
strand (damages). 
 

Above left and left: small dishes, all second period. 

 
 
Right and below right: three beakers in graduating 
sizes, first period marks and decoration number 2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 35/2 July 2014 

Page Page Page Page 45454545    

 
Left: two Shell 
pattern bowls being 
used as jam bowls.  
The bowls rest in a 
silver plated cradle 
specially designed to 
take them.  The set is 
complete with two 
silver plated spoons. 
One of the bowls is 
first period, the other 
second.  One bowl is 
damaged - you could 
easily see why - the 
silver spoon dropped 
into the bowl will 
probably damage it.  
This is perhaps not 
the most practical of 
designs! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left: one of the 
beautiful shell design 
spoons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left: detail of the 
spoon handle: one 
side has the family 
crest of the Gryphon, 
the other side has the 
initials W.G.T. for 
William George 
Ternan. 
 
 
 



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 35/2 July 2014 

Page Page Page Page 46464646    

James HancockJames HancockJames HancockJames Hancock        
    

Cherryl HeadCherryl HeadCherryl HeadCherryl Head    
    
Robert Armstrong was an architect.  He became interested in pottery and porcelain manufacturing during his 
time working with his good friend, William Henry Kerr at the Worcester Royal Porcelain Works during the 
period 1850-1855.  Armstrong was 
employed by Kerr as his architect to 
design and supervise the construction 
and of new buildings on the Worcester 
manufactory's Severn Street site, 
following many years of neglect and 
underinvestment when the company 
was under the management of the 
Chamberlain family.  Most of 
Armstrong's buildings on this site are 
still in existence today, although the 
Royal Worcester Porcelain Works is 
sadly no longer in business.  
      An 1840's view of the Worcester Severn Street Manufactory 
 
To gain expertise in the necessary features of the buildings he was designing, Armstrong made many trips to 
other potteries, such as Minton's in Stoke-on-Trent.  He also did his best to consult with the many experts he 
encountered, on the various aspects of the pottery and porcelain trade - it was during this time that Armstrong 
first gained knowledge and expertise that he was to use at Belleek Pottery.  One of the experts he consulted was 
a man named James Hancock, who was then employed by Kerr at Worcester.  Hancock's specialist skill was in 
formulating the colours used for the solid coloured grounds, for hand painting, for transfer prints and to a lesser 
extent, for coloured glazes.  Armstrong first met Hancock during the 1850-1855 period when both men were 
working at Worcester. 
 
In early 1854, the feldspar deposits at Belleek became known to Armstrong and Kerr and by 1855, Armstrong 
had became convinced that a pottery in Ireland (at Belleek) was a practical proposition.  By 1858, the building 
of the pottery had commenced with Armstrong as the architect.  He built himself a house at Rose Isle, 
immediately adjacent to the Pottery and lived there to supervise the construction.  By 1860, as the new pottery 
neared completion, Armstrong turned his attention once again to the science of the pottery industry and again 
consulted with Kerr, Hancock and others at the Worcester works to gain knowledge and experience in the 
theory and practice of ceramics.  After 1860, Armstrong records his progress in his diaries, which are a long 
series of laboratory notes, charting his own progress and the growth of his experience as he tried experiment 
after experiment, either working on his own at Belleek (with rudimentary resources and very little equipment at 
first) or together with the personnel at Worcester (borrowing heavily from the vast resources of experience, 
knowledge and ceramics technology at the Royal Porcelain Works, all very enthusiastically furnished by Kerr).  
This article charts the history of one of the men who collaborated with Armstrong in these critical early days 
(mainly between 1860 and 1862).  This is James Hancock. 
 
James Hancock was born into a family whose involvement with the porcelain trade began when his grandfather 
John Hancock was apprenticed to learn the art of painting upon porcelain on 29th August 1769 to William 
Duesbury 1st at the Nottingham Road China Manufactory in Derby.  John Hancock remained at Derby for a 
short time after completing his apprenticeship, and by the 1780s, when living in Hanley, was supplying the 
Derby China Works with enamel colours.  John had six sons, the eldest being his namesake John Hancock.  It 
was this John who was the father of the James Hancock who was employed at the Worcester factory at the time 
of Armstrong's trials in the 1860s. 
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In Armstrong's diaries, Hancock is referred to as variously as Hancock, Handcock, Jas. Hancock/Handcock, J. 
Hancock/Handcock or simply JH.  The entries with the initials "JH" are mainly notes and comments added to 
the diary pages by Hancock himself (initialing his comments), showing that Hancock had access to Armstrong's 
private notes and was therefore a trusted confidant and advisor.  He was certainly a key man in assisting and 
guiding Armstrong at this time.  Kerr is on record as giving Armstrong his full backing and free access to 
anything at all he required at Worcester, including of course the expertise of employees such as James 
Hancock. 
 
 
Here are a four examples of James Hancock's mentions in Armstrong's diaries. (given as the actual diary page 
and its transcription) 
 
 
1. By 1860 Armstrong was experimenting with various bone china recipes - he gives this comment 
apparently pointing out an error made by James Hancock  with the Worcester bone china recipe. 
 
 
                    Bone Porcelain Body “Worcester” 
                              ——October 1860—— 
 
 ??5                          101/2   Bone             all mixed in a     15 oz dry to a pint 
52.5                           47/8   Clay              slipstate each      9 3/4 dry to a pint 
25.0                           4 1/2  Cornish        pint  measure     17 3/4 dry to a pint 
                                              stone            containing 
22.5                         19 7/8  parts              

                                         Wrong                                                                           

  
J. Handcock either to experiment or by neglect mixed for nearly 
the whole year of 1860 differently.  The ware constantly split and 
it was found in Oct 23rd to be as follows.  When measured with 
the gauging stick 
 
Inches 
1 of Bone having                          15 oz in each pint 
14 of clay                                       9 3/4 in each pint 
6 1/4 of Stone                               17 3/4 in each pint 
Which leaves the result: 

Hancocks 
Lbs  Oz 
11      4 Bone      instead of      10     8 Bone 
14    13 Clay                               4    14 Clay  
  3    15 Stone                             4      8 Stone 
  
The error taking double the bone increased and  
-------the stone decreased------- 
 
See page 132 for 4 Bone Bodies Muspratt & B;’s ditto ditto (Knight)  

 
 
 
 
2. The next entry was made again some time in 1860.  Note that the initials W.H.K. are those of 
William Henry Kerr, the owner of the Royal Porcelain  Works, who was a great friend of Armstrong.  
He and Armstrong has made at least one trip to Irela nd in 1852/3 prospecting for raw materials to 
use at Worcester in the manufacture of the famous Shakespeare Service (1853).  Here Kerr adds his 
initials to Armstrong's notes along with his own comm ent.  Hancock, along with Kerr and a very 
few others was trusted to annotate Armstrong's noteb ooks.  
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                Recipes continued   
       Dr Ures recipe for a firm glass 
             ……..or glaze- 
68 ¼       Ground Flint      47           4 ½         4 ½         oz.zinc 
30 ½       ……………         21           2              2 
30 ½       Carb Barytes      21  or      2  or        2 
16             “   Soda             11           1              1 ½     Bi Carb So 
                                                                           1 ½     ?? Lime 
145 ¼                                100 
Found this a very transparent glaze                       W.H.K 
  
              American Ware Body 
             – Jas. Handcocks 1852 
12           Flint                       7 ½ cwt                 37.50 
12           C Clay                   7 ½ cwt                 37.50 
2             Ball Clay               1 ¼ cwt                 6.25 
6             Stone                      3 ¾cwt                 18.75 
                                             ------------------------------- 
                      ---                      20 cwt                100.00 
 
24 oz = (Tray) Body Blue different in China glaze to be added to each 20 cwt ------
--- 
                                            -------------------------------- 
Try        Watts Ball C        17           15           20          20 
this        C.C                       34           30           25          20 
with      Flint                      30           35           35          35 
spar       Spar                     19           20           20          25 
               Stains to fancy                 100         100         100 
 
 

 
 
 
3. In this example, the diary entry tells of a specia l 
trip made by Armstrong to Worcester, accompanied 
by David McBirney, the wealthy Dublin merchant 
and entrepreneur who provided almost all the financ e 
for the Belleek Pottery.  It was clearly most 
important for Armstrong to impress McBirney with 
the success of these trials at Worcester. Hancock is 
here referred to as the "slip mixer" - clearly his 
opinion was considered important. 

 
                   
 
                   Felspar Bodies trial by me 
                               --Oct 1860 – 
Note in the 1st 8 trials the spar was healed partly in contact with coal flame 
thrown then into Cold water and dry ground with …… S tones – and in these 
trials the materials were mixed dry instead of in s lips state so that they did not 
receive a fair a trial as they ought. 
  
 The trials from the 8 …… mixtures were pressed into dies at Mr 
Whiteh??? Birchall St Birmingham the inventor and pa tenter of the principle of 
making articles of curved surfaces and irregular and uneven thickenings from a 
dry powder, his patent being an improvement on Pros sers. Mr D McBirney was 
with me and witnessed the process on Friday Oct 12th 1860 on which evening 
we proceeded to Worcester to have them fired. 
 
 They were pronounced by Mr Lane the baking manager Mr Handcock 
the Slip mixer and Mr Kerr the most successful 1st trials they ever saw --- 
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4. Here James Hancock writes an interesting comment on this page - a warning - "don't use it, JH". 
Armstrong is listing various formulations used by oth er potteries such as Samuel Alcock (SA) and 
Co. This entry is again comes from 1860.  Lane is another Worcester employee. 
 
JW Lane’s receipt from his private Book  
Messrs J. Alcocks China Body March 1848 
                                      Hill Pottery Burslem 
No 1     500 Bone                   45  
              300 China Clay       27 
              300 Cornish Stone  27 
          -------------                    ---- 
250 China bisque  Body      99 
  
No. 2  75 Bone 
           45 china Clay 
           40 Felspar 
          ----- 
         160 
  
  Ditto      China Pink Body 
 
No.3 In 60 quarts of No. 2  30 oz to the pint and  
16 oz of ???  Blue cal? ---  
  
No. 4 Stevensons Gold 

1/2 oz Gold                                 Don’t use it JH 
1/2 oz mercury 
18 grams red lead 
36 grams Prep’d silver 
  

SA & Co.             EW Glaze   1849 
Fritt    56 Cornish stone           54 white lead or 57 
No. 5  55 Whiting                     66 Stone or 69     
           34 Borax or 59                60 Flint 
           40 Flint                            add 2 1/2 stain for W Glaze 
           19 China clay                         or 4 for colour.  
           15 Soda 
 
then add 

 
 
 
 
In the diaries, there are several other mentions of Hancock, quoting his recipes and a larger number of 
Hancock's comments, usually "good", initialled "JH" against  Armstrong's own formulations. 
 
 
 
James Hancock's family history. 
 
James Hancock was born in Staffordshire in 1813, where both his father and grandfather were  
employed.  In 1819 John Hancock, James' father, arrived in Derby to take up employment at the  
Nottingham Road china works.  On his arrival he had been accompanied by several of his children, some of 
whom were trained and worked at the Nottingham Road China Works.   
 
When John Hancock died in 1840, James assumed his father's position within the Derby company as 
colour maker.  When the Nottingham Road china works closed on Midsummer's day 1848 James went to 
Staffordshire and worked for Mr. Boyle of Fenton for a short time.  By 1850, he was to be found working in 
Worcester, where he remained until 1862 when he began working on his own account, establishing a colour 
making business at Diglis under the title James Hancock and Son, Diglis Ceramic Art Colour Works, 
Worcester.  [Ed: this establishment was right next door to the Worcester Severn Street works] 
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James Hancock was a personal friend of John Haslem, the famous Derby ceramic artist and historian who went 
on to paint portraits of Queen Victoria and her family as well as the nobility.  Published in 1876,  by George 
Bell,  John Haslem recorded in his book: The Old Derby China Factory: 
 
"James, the third son of the second John Hancock, learned painting, gilding, and ground laying, and on the 
death of his father, succeeded him as colour maker, and remained at the factory until its close.  The latter part 
of the time he also mixed the bodies and glazes, and improvements he made in the ware, which had then got 
into a bad state, gave his employer much satisfaction.  On the purchase of the plant of the old works by Mr. 
Samuel Boyle of Fenton, he engaged Mr. Hancock to class and arrange the models, moulds, and unfinished 
stock on its arrival at its new Worcester at the end of 1849, where he entered into an engagement with the late 
Mr. Walter Chamberlain, at the Royal Porcelain Works, in that city.  On Messrs. W. H. Kerr and Co. 
succeeding to those works, at the end of 1850, Mr. Hancock was engaged by that firm as colour maker, and to 
superintend the making of the bodies and glazes, and in that capacity he remained until the formation of the 
present Company in 1862.  He is now, with his son, carrying on a manufactory of colours for china, 
earthenware, majolica, and glass at the Diglis Colour Works, Worcester. For several years since 1862, he was 
consulting manager of the present Worcester Royal Porcelain Company's Works, and an examination of the 
beautiful productions of that justly celebrated firm will show that the quality of the ware made from his receipts 
was at least equal to any ceramic productions in this country." 
 
Not only did the Diglis Colour Works provide enamel colours for china manufactories they also provided boxes 
of enamel colours for sale to the amateur porcelain painter.  Porcelain blanks could also be purchased by the 
general public for decoration from Messrs Howell and James of London, which could then be returned for 
firing when completed.  Numerous types of brushes were also available along with other sundries. James 
Hancock and his son Edward Campbell Hancock were both involved in the running of the Diglis Colour Works,  
Edward being the author of two publications, The Amateur Pottery and Glass Painter and Hancock's 
Instructions for China Painters which gave detailed information on how to decorate porcelain., together with a 
price list and catalogue for the wares produced and available to the general public from the firm. 
 

James Hancock continued to live in Worcester until his death in 1894, when he left numerous bequests to local 
charities.  His son had predeceased him and the business continued under the control of his grandson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The advertisement 
shown on the left 
appeared in numerous 
publications during the 
latter part of the 19th 
century. 
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An example of a china plaque showing the 
enamel colours when fired which was 
included in a box of enamels for amateur  
decorators.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the reverse of the china plaque is a paper 
label which gives details of the names of the 
enamels, Brodie and Middleton being 
another agent for James Hancock and Son.   
Hancock and Son had numerous agents both 
in the United Kingdom and abroad. 
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A box of enamel colour 
produced by the Diglis 
Colour Works for the 
amateur ceramic artist. 

 

    
    
    
    
    

Cherryl Head is a researcher in ceramics and co-author 
with Robin Blackwood of the definitive book on the 
Derby King Street Pottery: Old Crown Derby China 
Works: The King Street Factory, 1849-1935   
Published by Landmark Publishing, Ashbourne 
(2003)  
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A A A A Mystery Basket Mystery Basket Mystery Basket Mystery Basket     
    

Bev MarvellBev MarvellBev MarvellBev Marvell    
 

A few years ago we spotted this basket at 
the large Newark Antiques fair. It was on 
the stand of a dealer we know, who has 
occasionally had Belleek and she thought 
this basket was too. As soon as we picked 
it up, doubts emerged: yes it was parian, 
certainly made using Belleek techniques, 
very impressive – but... we have about a 
dozen old Belleek baskets and this one 
just did not seem right. We told the dealer 
that we were sceptical …and for some 
reason (well the notion just popped into 
our heads) proclaimed that it could be 
Nautilus! We bought it, well we had to - it 
is a tour de force! 
 

We have now seen quite a lot of woven baskets made by other manufacturers. Most are produced in bone china 
and are a lot whiter than Belleek’s creamy parian baskets, also their flowers are less delicate (Stevenson & 
Hancock Derby, Crown Staffs, etc.). The only other manufacturers of antique baskets in parian to my 
knowledge were some of the American Belleek potteries (Willets, Ott and Brewer and see the article by Pat and 
Paul Tubb, Newsletter 32/2, July 2012), Clyhore (see the article by Olga Clarke in Newsletter 32/3 Oct 2011), 
other Irish cottage productions - usually by ex-Belleek employees … and Nautilus. Examples from all these are 
rare and all of them, apart from Nautilus, usually seem to stick very closely to Belleek designs making 
unmarked examples very difficult to distinguish from Belleek. 
 

The Nautilus notion, I realise now, had been fuelled by ‘my mate’ Tony Fox. Some time ago he showed us a 
sweet little basket: Belleek like but with ‘squashed in’ sides. It was known to be Nautilus, even though it was 
unmarked, because it was clearly illustrated in a photograph of Nautilus baskets in an article in the Pottery 
Gazette 1907. Tony had given me a copy of this photograph which I scrutinized carefully to see if our basket 
was shown too – but alas no. So the mystery of our basket continued even though there were obvious 
similarities of quirky design, colour of parian (very slightly greyer than Belleek) and construction with Tony’s 
basket. 
 

So my big chance for expert opinion came when the Scottish Porcelain Society was invited to join us for our 
meeting in Edinburgh. I carefully packed this large basket and kept my eye on it throughout the long journey on 
the train, woe betide anybody who tried to plonk their luggage on my box! 
 

After our meeting I asked the Scottish 
collectors for their thoughts. Only one 
said that they might have a Nautilus 
basket, alas it was badly broken, and 
this was unmarked too. Nobody else 
had actually seen a Nautilus basket, so 
we were unsure. Until, that is, David 
Paton brought out the Nautilus 
information he had brought with him, 
this included a copy of the Pottery 
Gazette 1907 article that Tony Fox 
had.  
 
David Paton inspecting the basket with Bev and the Pottery Gazette report, Neville Maguire looking on 
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David’s copy was of the complete article and included not one, but two photographs of Nautilus baskets – and 
yes, our basket was illustrated in the first unseen (well by us) photograph. Hurray for David! 
 

 
 
Above: Our basket compared with the 1907 Pottery Gazette photograph. Note the basket on the top shelf, the 
second item from the left  
 
Subsequent to our meeting, I have had the following correspondence with David Paton:  
[Ed: note Possil Pottery is Nautilus!] 
 
"My belief is having seen your basket at Edinburgh that there is a high possibility it was made at Possil 
Pottery. The MacDougall's who owned the Pottery were firstly Glass and China Merchants and had numerous 
shops all over Glasgow. They sold the best Pottery and Porcelain in Europe. They fully understood their market 
and the fact that they had several designs of baskets suggests that this was a strong field for them. You are 
absolutely correct they are complicated and would require a great amount of skill to make. However some of 
the porcelain that was made at Possil is highly complicated and I am satisfied that they had the skills for the 
job. These baskets were used as Visiting Card Receptacles and would have been kept near the main door of 
the house. As my other great love and collection is visiting cards and cases as well as visiting etiquette these 
baskets sit very well with this.  However I do not know where all the baskets are now!!!!" 
  
"The Possil Manager was John Boyle who came from Belleek and worked at the pottery also a John Dolan, 
born in Belleek in 1882 (83?). He started to work aged 14 in Belleek pottery making flowers for parian. John 
came to Glasgow in Jan 1908 to work in Possil pottery (which closed just before WWI) living in Saracen St 
until 1922. If these chaps came from Belleek then others also must have."  
  
David recently emailed us that he had had a lovely holiday in Ireland, both the North and the South, and had 
visited Belleek and discussed the basket with Fergus Cleary.  Fergus agreed with him that it was not Belleek. 
 
Graeme Cruickshank, another Nautilus collector who attended our Edinburgh meeting, says in his book 
‘Prestonpans Porcelain’ regarding Possil Pottery: 
 
“From Belleek in Ireland craftsmen in porcelain were induced to come to Scotland to practice their art of 
making delicately woven baskets from fine strands of porcelain (p.16). None of the Belleek workers’ names are 
mentioned by Quail, but it would seem that John Boyle was among them. Whether he had survived at Belleek 
after the stormy events of 1888 and what he had been doing since is not known at present, but he was certainly 
in Glasgow before the turn of the century, holding a position of great relevance to our story. The 1901 Census 
includes the name of John Boyle, aged 39, “Pottery Manager”; the name of the Pottery is not stated, but a 
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strong pointer is provided by the address – 277 Saracen Street (the original name of the Possil Pottery was the 
Saracen Pottery, being situated diagonally across a plot of land from Saracen Cross and facing the mighty 
Saracen Foundry). John Boyle had been born in Ireland (the record being no more specific than that) as had 
his wife Hannah and their first four children, the youngest of whom was then aged 8.” 
 

However there are more questions…However there are more questions…However there are more questions…However there are more questions…    
 

This Nautilus basket shape is ambitious, to execute it neatly and to fire it without a collapse shows considerable 
skill. It is also bigger than the biggest Belleek basket I know of (it is: height 8.5”, length 11”, width 9”). I feel 
whoever made/designed this had prior experience of the intricacies of Belleek baskets – who could that be? 
David Paton might have the answer in John Dolan, maybe induced to Nautilus by John Boyle? 
 
The Pottery Gazette article is 1907, I wonder how long Nautilus made these baskets for? Belleek possibly 
started basket making sometime in the 1870s that is 30 years before Nautilus, making Nautilus rather late on the 
scene. Judging by the Pottery Gazette photos, Nautilus made quite a variety, some, unlike our example, look 
like they closely follow Belleek’s designs. Where are all these Nautilus baskets now? I suspect there might be 
more out there masquerading as unmarked Belleek! 

Above: Details from the basket showing the unusual.... 
    Left: --- attachment of the handle to the body      Right: --- Edelweiss type flowers 

 
Here we 
can see 
how large 
this basket 
is (11” 
long x 
8.5” high) 
when 
compared 
to a 
Belleek 
large size 
Henshall 
basket 
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The photographs below show the similarities in construction between: 
our mysterys basket (left)...                                       and the Belleek Henshall basket (right) 

Above: Comparison of bases 
showing both baskets are 3 
strand and have a twisted rope 
finish to the foot 
 
 
Left: Comparison of handles on 
the two baskets showing both 
have a twiggy branch type 
handle with tiny twisted strings 
to ‘hold’ it together 
 
(In all these comparison 
pictures, the Mystery 
(Nautilus?) basket is on the left, 
the Belleek Henshall Twig 
basket on the right) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Pottery Gazette article, July 
1907, is reproduced on the next 
page. Note that Tony Fox’s 
basket (small ‘bow’ shaped with 
handle) is illustrated in the 
second (larger) photograph on 
the top shelf in the centre 
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Don Clinton's BelleekDon Clinton's BelleekDon Clinton's BelleekDon Clinton's Belleek    
 

Nearly twenty one years ago, in June 1993, Don Clinton, one of our US members, the BCIS Belleek Honouree 
in 1990 and a true enthusiast for Belleek, began a series of articles which were then published in the "Irish 
Tribune". 
 

Don wrote the articles and Betty, his wife, took the photographs.  We are reproducing these articles in the 
Newsletter: here is the article Don wrote for the February 1995 issue of the Irish Tribune.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

...each column above continues on the next page.... 
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Auction Report Auction Report Auction Report Auction Report ----    some exceptional items of Belleek on eBaysome exceptional items of Belleek on eBaysome exceptional items of Belleek on eBaysome exceptional items of Belleek on eBay    
 
Dragon Teapot Stand Gold Gilt 
… made to hold the matching Tea Urn 
(which is larger than standard teapot)… 
91/2" across… AS IS 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$325, US$325, US$325, US$325, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: mightymousemightymousemightymousemightymouse 
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
Statue 
Erin Awakening From Her Slumber. 17" 
height, 10" base 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$1250US$1250US$1250US$1250    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: donnakieran17donnakieran17donnakieran17donnakieran17 
Period: Period: Period: Period: First Green First Green First Green First Green {Ed: Yes] 
    
Brooch 
… quite scarce flower brooch, with 
black printed mark… just 45mm 
diameter, condition - fair, one of the 
outer petals has broken off… and the 
metal pin is missing 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £52, £52, £52, £52, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: leachfreakleachfreakleachfreakleachfreak    
Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black    
 
Three Strand Covered Basket 

8.5” x 7”… One handle… repaired 

… light losses to foliage 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £500, £500, £500, £500, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: retromania10retromania10retromania10retromania10 
Period: First Period: First Period: First Period: First Period?Period?Period?Period?    
    
Photo, Place Card, Menu Holder 
Applied Flowers 
… One flower on the back may have 
a petal that has been chipped 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$360, US$360, US$360, US$360, EBay EBay EBay EBay sellersellersellerseller: : : : brettlywbrettlywbrettlywbrettlyw 
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second BlackSecond BlackSecond BlackSecond Black    
    
Photo Frame 
…centre flower, lily of the valley, 
with organic leaves… 99% good and 
intact …approximately 5.2” 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £460, £460, £460, £460, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: stablu8stablu8stablu8stablu8 
Period: Period: Period: Period: FirsFirsFirsFirst Blackt Blackt Blackt Black    
    
forget me not trinket pot 
Excellent 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £277,  £277,  £277,  £277,  EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: ocedtrafocedtrafocedtrafocedtraf    
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second BlackSecond BlackSecond BlackSecond Black    

Belleek Round Basket  
…four strand… catalogs identified as Round Basket Number 8… no 
damage, cracks, chips or repairs         Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$899.US$899.US$899.US$899.99, EBay seller: 99, EBay seller: 99, EBay seller: 99, EBay seller: oakleygirloakleygirloakleygirloakleygirl, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: 1921192119211921----1954195419541954    
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Lighthouse 
Quite a rare piece to find. Unfortunately, no lighthouse top 
as these rarely survive over the years… one 7mm chip on 
base and 13mm chip to rim edge 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £89£89£89£89    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew    
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
carp fish antique vase 
…first black mark and lozenge mark … Excellent 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £139£139£139£139    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: ocedtraocedtraocedtraocedtraffff    
Period: FirstPeriod: FirstPeriod: FirstPeriod: First    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
FIGURAL CHERUB CUPID ANGEL Shell Irish Vase 
Nautilus 
BEAUTIFUL CONDITION! Measures approx 9 1/4" - 
NICE LARGE PIECE 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$590US$590US$590US$590    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: babsrandbabsrandbabsrandbabsrand    
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second BlackSecond BlackSecond BlackSecond Black    
 
Imperial Shell 
… mint condition… has the 3rd green 
mark [Ed: No] … 7 1/2" tall and 10" 
in length… beautiful crème colored 
finish to the shell and a cobb lustre 
finish to the corals     
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$US$US$US$450450450450    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: antiques4u14antiques4u14antiques4u14antiques4u14 
Period: Period: Period: Period: Third BlackThird BlackThird BlackThird Black    
    
Tri Dolphin Low Compote 
… impressed with "Belleek Co 
Fermanagh”  two small minor chips 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$US$US$US$375375375375    
EBay EBay EBay EBay sellersellersellerseller: : : : claremont7bclaremont7bclaremont7bclaremont7b 
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
FIGURUAL SEA SHELL Irish 
Vase Nautilus 
BEAUTIFUL CONDITION… approx 
9" 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$US$US$US$355355355355    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: babsrandbabsrandbabsrandbabsrand    
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second BlackSecond BlackSecond BlackSecond Black    
    
Erne Vase Rare Seldom Seen 
14cm tall… suffered some damage… a 
3mm chip and crack running down one 
side and into the base. Crack and small 
chip too on handle 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £65.70£65.70£65.70£65.70    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew,,,,    Period: Period: Period: Period: Second BlackSecond BlackSecond BlackSecond Black    



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 35/2 July 2014 

Page Page Page Page 62626262    

    
Florence Pitcher Jug     
… excellent condition… 6 1/2" tall 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: USUSUSUS$376.33$376.33$376.33$376.33    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: golfboy1212golfboy1212golfboy1212golfboy1212 
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
Ewer 
… stands 61/2" high… excellent condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £132£132£132£132    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: weeshredweeshredweeshredweeshred    
Period: Second BlackPeriod: Second BlackPeriod: Second BlackPeriod: Second Black    
    
    
EXTREMELY RARE TRIPLE FLOWER 
TRUMPET VASE 
… Each of the trumpets is tinged with pink… 6 
1/2" high. Mint condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £432£432£432£432    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: mr.firswoodmr.firswoodmr.firswoodmr.firswood    
Period: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: Second    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
corn vase two tone green 
… leaves decorated in two tones of green. 6" 
tall… small firing crack to the rim made during 
manufacture with a tiny tiny nibble 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £87.02£87.02£87.02£87.02    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: ocedtrafocedtrafocedtrafocedtraf    
Period: FirsPeriod: FirsPeriod: FirsPeriod: First Blackt Blackt Blackt Black    
    
Cornflower Spill [below left] 
… well detailed… 5cm wide and 7.5cm tall. 
Really thinly moulded… a really great example 
of Belleek 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £44£44£44£44    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew    
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second BlackSecond BlackSecond BlackSecond Black    
    
Flower Vase Mint Green Trim [right] 
… excellent condition… 5 ¾” tall… 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: USUSUSUS$165$165$165$165    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: jolieroger8nn6jolieroger8nn6jolieroger8nn6jolieroger8nn6    
Period: Second BlackPeriod: Second BlackPeriod: Second BlackPeriod: Second Black    
    
 

 
CLAM BOWL SIGNED 
LARGE 
9 3/4" LONG 8" WIDE 3 
1/2" TALL… CHIPPED [Ed: on a piece of coral] 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$64.99US$64.99US$64.99US$64.99    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: watchrtnewswatchrtnewswatchrtnewswatchrtnews    
Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black    
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SUPERB FIRST PERIOD BELLEEK JUG     
VERY UNUSUAL… HIGHLY DETAILED IMAGES OF ROMAN 
FIGURES ON FRONT AND BACK… 
HEIGHT 31cms… CRACK ON SIDE 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £172, £172, £172, £172, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: javajive22javajive22javajive22javajive22    
Period: FirsPeriod: FirsPeriod: FirsPeriod: First Blackt Blackt Blackt Black    
    
Kilkenny District Lunatic Asylum 
… earthenware soup bowl from 
the Kilkenny District Lunatic Asylum. 
Very few survive… has general 
crazing/staining/pock marking to glaze, 
rim has general wear/odd tiny nibble 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: ££££146146146146    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew    
Period: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: Second    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
 
Very rare and early Belleek Earthenware jug / pitch er 
… impressed harp, a little number 6 above and a painted pattern number 
177… 8 ½” in height… decoration is in orange and gold… in super condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £99.70£99.70£99.70£99.70    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: priscuspriscuspriscuspriscus----collectablescollectablescollectablescollectables    
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
Melvinware Floral Pattern Bread 
Plate 
… 27cm wide… Melvin Ware mark that 
Belleek used for their earthenware 
production post 1926. A rare item to 
find… floral sprig detailing and gilt… 
couple of flaws/nicks on the rim... very 
minor 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: ££££59, 59, 59, 59, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew    
Period: Period: Period: Period: 1926+1926+1926+1926+    

    
French Bed Pan 
… unusual survivor from the early 
years. This 'French' or Ladies Bed 
Pan is in fair to good condition 
considering age and use. 
Utilitarian ware with no 
decoration.     
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £89.50, £89.50, £89.50, £89.50, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
Earthenware Scallop Dish 
… 22cm x 17cm… general crazing/staining… couple of small chips on 
rim and larger 5mm flat rim chip... First Black Mark with Japanese 
marking, impressed harp and impressed 34 over 81 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £52, £52, £52, £52, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
Earthenware Toothbrush Covered Dish 
24cm x 12cm… general crazing/staining to glaze, some blue dots in 
glaze, nice pattern… lid has 2 cracks and a small piece out of the end 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £65, £65, £65, £65, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
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"Shamrock" 2nd Black Platter 
… condition - showing no 
chips, cracks or wear 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$1075US$1075US$1075US$1075    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: karenmbtkarenmbtkarenmbtkarenmbt 
Period: Period: Period: Period: SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlaBlaBlaBlackckckck 
    
Greek Plate 
… gilt & turquoise... richly 
decorated... hand painted 
number 20… 4mm flat rim 
chip to underside… some 
gilt on the rim has worn 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £105£105£105£105    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew    
Period: Period: Period: Period: SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
 
bread plate w/4 handles -
Shamrock Basketweave 
5 1/2" diameter… Condition 
is mint. 
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: CAN$445.01for: CAN$445.01for: CAN$445.01for: CAN$445.01    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: 4katlady4katlady4katlady4katlady    
Period: Period: Period: Period: ThirdThirdThirdThird    BlackBlackBlackBlack 
    
Fan Pattern Rare Bread 
Plate 
… very rare Fan Pattern Bread Plate… really well moulded… 
small chip on the rear of rim 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £123£123£123£123    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
LARGE SHAMROCK 13" SANDWICH TRAY 
Gently Used Condition… 13" in length and 6" 
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: USfor: USfor: USfor: US$$$$358, EBay358, EBay358, EBay358, EBay    seller: seller: seller: seller: wbiawbiawbiawbia, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: ThirdThirdThirdThird    BlackBlackBlackBlack 
    
PINK ACCENTED 
BELLEEK LIMPET TEA 
POT 5-1/2" 
… sound with exception of 
some very small chips on 
spout 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$US$US$US$292.85292.85292.85292.85    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: jettajettajettajetta        
Period: Period: Period: Period: SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlackBlackBlackBlack    

Sandwich Tray (above)  
Most trays only have basket weave pattern around the edge this 
has it in the center as well… chip on the bottom edge of the tray 
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: USfor: USfor: USfor: US$$$$432.01432.01432.01432.01    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: 2012*be2012*be2012*be2012*be    
Period: Third BlackPeriod: Third BlackPeriod: Third BlackPeriod: Third Black    
 
Pink & White Belleek Tea Set 
… excellent condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$197.50, US$197.50, US$197.50, US$197.50, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: mlantiques.713mlantiques.713mlantiques.713mlantiques.713, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: ThirdThirdThirdThird    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
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PINK SHELL TEAPOT  [Ed: No.2] 
4 5/8" tall and 7" across... Unfortunately there is a circular crack 
starting at the shoulder of the body near the spout 
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: for: for: for: US$471.24US$471.24US$471.24US$471.24    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: antiqbrokrantiqbrokrantiqbrokrantiqbrokr    
Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black    
    
Delicate Shell Teapot without 
lid 
… beautiful light blue trim 
surrounding gold lined shells… 

small chip on top inside lip… also has fine 
hair line crack in the glaze on the bottom & 
½” crack by the handle.  
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: for: for: for: US$65, US$65, US$65, US$65, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: antiques4u14antiques4u14antiques4u14antiques4u14    
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second BlackSecond BlackSecond BlackSecond Black    
    
Pink Shell Trio 
… excellent condition 
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: for: for: for: £95, £95, £95, £95, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: weeshredweeshredweeshredweeshred    
Period: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: Second    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
Small Tea Pot [Ed: Fan, No.277] 
… appr. 5" tall, 8" long… in fair condition… great decoration and a good spout 
and handle… some light scratching… cover been whacked & glued 
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: for: for: for: US$356, US$356, US$356, US$356, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: thecottonclubthecottonclubthecottonclubthecottonclub    
Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black    
 

Demitasse Blue & Yellow Pattern [Ed: No.369] 
… very delicate… beautiful embossed pattern… a 
very dainty gold trim… EXCELLENT condition 
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: for: for: for: US$15.50, US$15.50, US$15.50, US$15.50, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: treasuredtrinkets2012treasuredtrinkets2012treasuredtrinkets2012treasuredtrinkets2012    
Period: Second BlackPeriod: Second BlackPeriod: Second BlackPeriod: Second Black    
    

THORN PITCHER (right)  [Ed: No.10]  
… 5 1/2" tall... excellent condition 
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: for: for: for: US$129.06, US$129.06, US$129.06, US$129.06, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: antiqbrokrantiqbrokrantiqbrokrantiqbrokr    
Period: Second BlackPeriod: Second BlackPeriod: Second BlackPeriod: Second Black    
    

"THORN" PATTERN CUP AND SAUCER 
[Left above top]  [Ed: No.2 & No.11] 
… mismatched (different numbers below black 
mark)… condition is excellent 
Sold Sold Sold Sold ffffor: or: or: or: USUSUSUS$$$$495 [less than, as sold to ‘Best Offer’]495 [less than, as sold to ‘Best Offer’]495 [less than, as sold to ‘Best Offer’]495 [less than, as sold to ‘Best Offer’]        
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: northwoodsantiques79northwoodsantiques79northwoodsantiques79northwoodsantiques79, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: FirstFirstFirstFirst    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
 

"THORN" PATTERN CUP & SAUCER 
[Left above middle]  [Ed: No.19] 
… DARK BLUE DESIGN… NO CHIPS OR 
CRACKS 
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: for: for: for: USUSUSUS$$$$695 [less than, as sold to ‘Best Offer’] 695 [less than, as sold to ‘Best Offer’] 695 [less than, as sold to ‘Best Offer’] 695 [less than, as sold to ‘Best Offer’]         
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: northwoodsantiques79northwoodsantiques79northwoodsantiques79northwoodsantiques79, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: FirstFirstFirstFirst    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
Thorn Cup & Saucer Rose Color [Left bottom]  [Ed: No.33] 
… excellent… pearl white with a Rose color trim and gold gilt 
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: for: for: for: USUSUSUS$$$$585 [less than, as sold to ‘Best Offer’] 585 [less than, as sold to ‘Best Offer’] 585 [less than, as sold to ‘Best Offer’] 585 [less than, as sold to ‘Best Offer’]     
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: jolieroger8nn6jolieroger8nn6jolieroger8nn6jolieroger8nn6, , , , Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black
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Ring Handle Tea Cup and Saucer Turquoise/Gilt 
… condition with no wear or damage 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £79,  £79,  £79,  £79,  EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
Rare Bone China Ring Handle Cup 
and Saucer 
… very rare crested Bone China Ring 
Handle Breakfast size... Crest 
'Secundis Dubiisque Rectus' translates 
roughly to ‘Upright in Prosperity and 
Peril’… undamaged,  
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £227£227£227£227    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew    
Period: Period: Period: Period: FirstFirstFirstFirst    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
Ring Handle Condiment Pot 
… rare and seldom seen Ring Handle 
Pattern small condiment pot.. 7cm 
tall… in super condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £47£47£47£47    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew    
Period: Period: Period: Period: ThirdThirdThirdThird    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
Egg Cup 
… so far un-identified pattern… 6cm 

tall… really good moulding… 5mm 
chip on the pedestal  
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £31.99£31.99£31.99£31.99    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew    
Period: Period: Period: Period: FirstFirstFirstFirst    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
GREEN TINT LILY DEMITASSE 
… fine condition    
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: USUSUSUS$66.01$66.01$66.01$66.01, , , , EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: dan_cinmd2020dan_cinmd2020dan_cinmd2020dan_cinmd2020. . . . Period: Period: Period: Period: SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
Hexagon Cup & Saucer 
… rare butterscotch… gilt detailing … 
plus the complete handle is finished in 
gilt too… small 2mm nick in the gilt 
on cup rim    
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £82£82£82£82    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew    
Period: Period: Period: Period: SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
Erne Cup and Saucer 
… green detailing… small nick on the rim of the cup, saucer has very 
small 2mm flake off the underside rim 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £43, £43, £43, £43, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlBlBlBlackackackack    
    
SYDNEY CUP AND SAUCER W/COBB  
… minute firing line… otherwise Perfect, 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$120US$120US$120US$120    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: chivas1nhchivas1nhchivas1nhchivas1nh    
Period: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: Second    BlBlBlBlackackackack    
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Period Crested Aberdeen Jug Arms for Burns 
… 6” high… are two leaves with a small part missing & minor nibbles to a couple 
of other leaves, but no major damage  
Sold for:Sold for:Sold for:Sold for:    £59.60, £59.60, £59.60, £59.60, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: crestedhawkcrestedhawkcrestedhawkcrestedhawk 
Period: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: Second    BlBlBlBlackackackack    
    
"CRESTED MINI" CREAMER / PITCHER 
… Gently Used Condition [Ed: Killarney] 
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: US$191.38for: US$191.38for: US$191.38for: US$191.38, , , , EBaEBaEBaEBay seller: y seller: y seller: y seller: wbiawbiawbiawbia    
Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black    (!)(!)(!)(!)    
    
Crested China Sea Shell KILLARNEY Crest 
… 2.5” high & 5.5” across… some light brown 
shading to the rear which appears to have been 

done in manufacture... small chip on the base 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £180.99£180.99£180.99£180.99    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: crestedhawkcrestedhawkcrestedhawkcrestedhawk 
Period: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: Second    BlBlBlBlackackackack    
    
Dairy Jug, Hand Painted 
… freehand shamrock 
decoration… 9cm tall… Very 
well moulded.  No damage    
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £115£115£115£115    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew    
Period: Period: Period: Period: SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    

Luster Star Dish Cottage Design 
… 12 point star shaped dish, depicting 
an Irish cottage scene… in pristine 
condition 
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: US$for: US$for: US$for: US$82.9982.9982.9982.99    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: matchbob33matchbob33matchbob33matchbob33    
Period: Period: Period: Period: ThirdThirdThirdThird    BlacBlacBlacBlackkkk    
    
Advertising Milk Jug BELGRAVIA  
DAIRY COMPANY 
… 3.5” high… perfect 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £118.28£118.28£118.28£118.28    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: crestedhawkcrestedhawkcrestedhawkcrestedhawk    
Period: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: Second    BlBlBlBlackackackack    
    
Miniature Fan Jug 
… rare piece to locate… 5cm tall…  
well moulded… with pink detail to 
handle…  Really good condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £49£49£49£49    
EBay EBay EBay EBay sellersellersellerseller: : : : victormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrewvictormeldrew    
Period:Period:Period:Period:    SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlBlBlBlackackackack    
    
    
    
Editor’s Note: eBay seller victormeldrew sold many particularly 
nice pieces – I hope some of you buyers were lucky winners! 
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And FinallyAnd FinallyAnd FinallyAnd Finally    
 

This from Lori Venderame, antique appraiser. The article appeared on http://www.centredaily.com in June. 
 
Venus is more than a celestial body; she’s one of the most popular classical figures in the history of art. The 
goddess of love and gardens gets a lot of press this time of year. In Renaissance art, Venus’ image adorned the 
headboards of the beds belonging to the famous Medici family of Florence. By the Victorian period, bronze 
sculptures of the classical beauty were all the rage. In the 1940s, pin-up girls were depicted in the famed Venus 
pose with palms slyly covering breasts.  
 

Recently, I appraised a Belleek sculpture of a crouching Venus for 13-year-old Jess and her mom, Holly. Jess 
keeps the sculpture in her closet so her pets don’t get at it and her mom says that it is a good place to keep the 
sculpture safe. The piece was in fine condition, dating from the late 1800s, and didn’t have a scratch on it. The 
black mark on the underside of the sculpture was used by Belleek starting in 1891 and it indicated the age and 
origin of the piece. 
 

In 1891, the McKinley Act became law in America. It indicates that the country of origin must be specified on 
goods imported into the United States. The Belleek firm complied with a new black mark that included a ribbon 
banner and the words “Co Fermanagh Ireland.”  
 

Jess and her mom were shocked to learn that her sculpture was worth $10,000 to $15,000 on the retail market. 
Some similar pieces in only fair condition have sold at wholesale auctions for $5,000. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lori 
Venderame 
(right), and 
owners Jess 
(centre) and 
Holly with the 
second period 
Crouching 
Venus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Editor: Following the theme of pricing and valuations.... it's a lovely item and maybe this valuation shows 
that prices are on the up again! 


