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Contacts:Contacts:Contacts:Contacts:    
 

Chris Marvell  is the Newsletter editor.  Please let him have your contributions for future Newsletters, comments, suggestions, letters 
for publication, criticisms etc.  If you want, Gina Kelland is still happy to receive material for the Newsletter: she will be assisting 
Chris with her advice and proofreading.  If you are sending published articles please either get Copyright clearance yourself or 
enclose the details of the publisher so Chris can ask for permission.   You can contact Chris by email to editor@belleek.org.uk 
 

Chris and Bev Marvell publish and distribute the Newsletter.  Chris has set up a database which forms the Group’s “digital” archive, 
keeping a record of relevant publications and photographs (including photos etc. gathered at meetings and not published in the 
Newsletter).  Some or all of this information will be available on the Internet as our website develops -  working with Simon 
Whitlock, we intend to publish all the back issues of the Newsletter and all of the research done by our Group members on our 
website.  If you have questions about the publication and distribution of the Newsletter, contact Chris or Bev by email at 
publisher@belleek.org.uk. 
 

The Group’s Chairman is Joanna Urbanek, email chairman@belleek.org.uk 
 

Our Treasurer is Paul Ewings, contact him by email at treasurer@belleek.org.uk 
 

The Group's Administrator is Bev Marvell, email to administrator@belleek.org.uk  
 

Our website is administered by Simon Whitlock and can be found at http://www.belleek.org.uk/.  To contact Simon, the 
Webmaster, send email to webmaster@belleek.org.uk. 
 

There is a separate email address to make contact with researchers within the group.  This is research@belleek.org.uk.  For 
information on the annual raffle or to buy tickets, email raffle@belleek.org.uk. 
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Photographs:       Paul Ewings, Pat and Paul Tubb, Linda and Eddie Murphy, Helen Rankin, Fergus Cleary and Chris 
Marvell. 

 

Articles by:    Pat Tubb and Chris Marvell 
 

Other material: Joanna Urbanek, Marion Langham, Helen Rankin, Don Clinton, Elaine Ewings, Bev Marvell, Tony Fox 
and Jan Golaszewski. 

 

Acknowledgements: Northern Ireland Belleek Collectors Group. Everyone who sent in their thoughts and memories on 
Maureen Munton. 

  

FFFForthcoming Eventsorthcoming Eventsorthcoming Eventsorthcoming Events    
 

November 2013: 30th Nov, 1st Dec;  Autumn/Christmas meeting, near Bath, organised by Joanna Urbanek 
 

March 2014:  Spring Meeting in North of the Border... awaiting details  
 

July 2014:  26th and 27th July; AGM, Coventry, hosted by Eileen and Bernard Burgham 
 

October 2014:  18th and 19th Oct; Autumn Meeting in Cornwall, hosted by Melanie and Simon Whitlock 
   and Anne Ewing 
 

December 2014: 13th Dec; Christmas Party in Derby, hosted by Bev and Chris Marvell 
 

Newsletter DeadlinesNewsletter DeadlinesNewsletter DeadlinesNewsletter Deadlines    
 

Spring 2014:  Deadline for articles and other material is 1st March 2014. 
 

Cover Picture…Cover Picture…Cover Picture…Cover Picture…  
 

Four of the UK Belleek Collectors' Group, standing outside the Las Vegas Convention venue - the famous Flamingo Hotel and 
Casino... these four (Paul Tubb, Bev Marvell, Pat and Patrick Tubb) are off on a merry jaunt to see a few of the sights of the 
city.  And I nearly forgot to mention it... here is one of the two specially hand-decorated convention plates! 
 
This publication is made on behalf of the UK Belleek Collectors’ Group.  It is dedicated to improving our knowledge and appreciation of Belleek, the Ware and the 
Pottery.  It is not for profit and intended for the members of the Group and those with like interests.  We try to acknowledge and obtain permission for any material or 
images used.  If however you feel that material has been used which breaches your copyright and this causes you a problem, please get in touch with the editor at 
editor@belleek.org.uk and the item will be removed.                                 



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 34/3 November 2013 
 

Page Page Page Page 3333    

UKUKUKUK    Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 33334444////3333    NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember    2013201320132013    

    

From the EditoFrom the EditoFrom the EditoFrom the Editor..............................................................................r..............................................................................r..............................................................................r..............................................................................    page 4page 4page 4page 4    
    
Maureen Munton............................................................................Maureen Munton............................................................................Maureen Munton............................................................................Maureen Munton............................................................................    page 5page 5page 5page 5    
    
Group News...........................................................Group News...........................................................Group News...........................................................Group News...............................................................................................................................................................    page 11page 11page 11page 11    
    Joanna Urbanek, our new ChairmanJoanna Urbanek, our new ChairmanJoanna Urbanek, our new ChairmanJoanna Urbanek, our new Chairman    
    A Letter from Marion LanghamA Letter from Marion LanghamA Letter from Marion LanghamA Letter from Marion Langham    
    New Book New Book New Book New Book ––––    Black Mark Tea WareBlack Mark Tea WareBlack Mark Tea WareBlack Mark Tea Ware    
                ----    Tony Fox and Bev MarvellTony Fox and Bev MarvellTony Fox and Bev MarvellTony Fox and Bev Marvell    
    

Northern Ireland Group NewsNorthern Ireland Group NewsNorthern Ireland Group NewsNorthern Ireland Group News............................................................................................................................................................................................................................    page 16page 16page 16page 16    
----    HHHHelen Rankinelen Rankinelen Rankinelen Rankin    

    

SSSSummer AGM in Coventry..............................................................ummer AGM in Coventry..............................................................ummer AGM in Coventry..............................................................ummer AGM in Coventry..............................................................    page 19page 19page 19page 19    
    Saturday Evening Dinner at the Bull's HeadSaturday Evening Dinner at the Bull's HeadSaturday Evening Dinner at the Bull's HeadSaturday Evening Dinner at the Bull's Head    
    Sunday Morning MeetingSunday Morning MeetingSunday Morning MeetingSunday Morning Meeting    
    The Bring and TellThe Bring and TellThe Bring and TellThe Bring and Tell    

----    Elaine EwingsElaine EwingsElaine EwingsElaine Ewings    
    

The Las Vegas Convention.....................The Las Vegas Convention.....................The Las Vegas Convention.....................The Las Vegas Convention............................................................. ........................................ ........................................ ........................................     page 28page 28page 28page 28    
----    Pat TubbPat TubbPat TubbPat Tubb    
    

Special Photographs of the HonoreesSpecial Photographs of the HonoreesSpecial Photographs of the HonoreesSpecial Photographs of the Honorees....................................................................................................................................................................................    page 42page 42page 42page 42    
    

A Shaggy Dragon Story.................................................................. A Shaggy Dragon Story.................................................................. A Shaggy Dragon Story.................................................................. A Shaggy Dragon Story..................................................................     page 4page 4page 4page 49999    
----    ChrisChrisChrisChris    MarvellMarvellMarvellMarvell    
    

Don Clinton's Belleek..................................................................... Don Clinton's Belleek..................................................................... Don Clinton's Belleek..................................................................... Don Clinton's Belleek.....................................................................     page 6page 6page 6page 68888    
----    Don and Betty ClintonDon and Betty ClintonDon and Betty ClintonDon and Betty Clinton    
    

Auction Report Auction Report Auction Report Auction Report ----    some exceptional items of Belleeksome exceptional items of Belleeksome exceptional items of Belleeksome exceptional items of Belleek............................................................................................    page 6page 6page 6page 69999    
    Items on EbayItems on EbayItems on EbayItems on Ebay    
    
    

And Finally...........And Finally...........And Finally...........And Finally...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................    page 7page 7page 7page 76666    
            



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 34/3 November 2013 
 

Page Page Page Page 4444    

From the Editor…From the Editor…From the Editor…From the Editor…        
The last Convention.  It really has an air of finality to it - the end of an era, a very happy era, but the end, nonetheless.   
 

Dean Bagnall, our auctioneer extraordinaire, a performer without equal when it comes to delighting his audience and extracting 
every last penny from them (in a very good cause, of course), really set the tone of the Convention: yes, it was the last official 
BCIS convention, but it didn't have to be the end of this sort of meeting... if we didn't want it to be.  It was now up to us, the 
collectors, if we wanted more of these "gatherings", we would have to make the effort and organise them ourselves.  This 
sentiment was echoed and reinforced by Don Campbell, our master of ceremonies.  Angela, Patricia and Fergus, on behalf of 
the Pottery all offered their support and encouragement: there would be no more "conventions", but they gave the example of 
the "gathering" held at the Pottery this summer (see the NI Group report) as a possible model for future meetings - there was 
talk of a "tour"; a similar idea to the former collectors' tours of Ireland that would culminate in a grand meeting at the Pottery 
and a gala dinner at a hotel near Belleek.  There were lots of positive and hopeful conversations.   
 

We all enjoyed the Las Vegas convention immensely - it didn't really matter that the Convention was in Las Vegas, it could 
have been held almost anywhere - it was just a convenient (but you have to say, extremely spectacular) place to meet.  It was 
first and foremost an opportunity to meet with friends.  Belleek is the glue that holds us together - the Pottery, the ware, our 
collections, the chance to see and possibly acquire items of Belleek, the lectures on and about Belleek - all of these things give 
the  framework for the convention, but it is really the idea of a "gathering together" of friends which is the delight and true 
raison d'être of the Conventions. 
 

Now, all of this requires a great deal of organisation, planning and inevitably cost.  It is impossible to underestimate the sheer 
hard work involved: the worry, the checking, re-checking and scurrying around to make sure nothing has been forgotten or left 
to chance, making sure everyone has been informed, all the bookings made, all deposits paid, everything in place at the right 
time... it is endless and very, very stressful and time consuming.  The effortless and joyous performance of Johanna and Jean, 
Melissa, Moira and everyone else involved in making the convention happen belies the huge amount of work involved.  We all 
owe them a huge debt of gratitude - they stood forward and volunteered when the rest of us, who were hoping against hope that 
someone would take on the responsibility, watched quietly from the sidelines.  OK, then we applauded them and were heartily 
thankful that they had agreed to undertake the mammoth task - but would we have been prepared to do the same?  We have 
maybe forgotten that every Belleek convention that has taken place from the first in Burbank, California to the thirteenth in Las 
Vegas has required a similar enormous amount of work, dedication and attention to detail - a similar amount of stress, worry, 
fear of missing deadlines and relief an achieving a memorable occasion for the benefit of all of us collectors.  We have possibly 
even forgotten the huge commitment and effort that the Pottery has put into each and every Convention. 
 

Now that the dust has settled and I have had the time to reflect on the words of Dean Bagnall and Angela Moore and to look 
back on the Las Vegas Convention, setting all this in the context of all the other Belleek conventions and meetings I have 
attended, I have realised that there is really nothing inevitable at all about the cost.  Of course planning and organisation is 
required and someone has to commit to do this... but it isn't necessary to have a fancy meeting place with the all the trappings of 
a "convention".  After all, we all meet, on a regular basis, with other collectors in our own groups and chapters - sometimes in 
one of our homes, sometimes in a restaurant, pub or hotel, or a church hall - even a church on one memorable occasion for the 
UK Group.  Of course, if we are talking about a direct replacement for the old BCIS conventions, a much larger group of 
attendees would be there, needing a lot more space... it is most probable that future gatherings won't be on quite such a large 
scale.  The willing co-operation of the Pottery is one key factor - Patricia, at the Belleek Visitors Centre is accustomed to 
dealing with many hundreds of visitors every day.  Angela has promised the Pottery will help out in this, so we have at least 
one large venue at our disposal.  In the UK Group, we have found that some medium sized hotels, especially out of season, are 
willing to offer meeting rooms for our use free of charge if we also agree to dine there and take rooms.  We just don't use the 
name "convention".   Our forthcoming autumn meeting, next October (watch this space for details!) is a very good example of 
this... a medium sized Hotel in a truly spectacular and beautiful location in the southwest of England, out of season, with plenty 
of space for a large number of collectors... in fact, as I think of this... you are all invited!  Yes, really, please get in touch, make 
the arrangements and come - it is a lovely place to visit and we will make you very welcome as our honoured guests. 
 

On a very sad note, Maureen Munton, who to many of the collectors in the UK was more than a good friend and great 
enthusiast for Belleek, has died.  Maureen, with her husband Graham, who died in 2009, were the epitome of British elegance, 
style and eccentricity ("eccentric" used here in the English sense as a fulsome compliment to someone extraordinary).  There 
are many contributions in this Newsletter from UK Group members on Maureen.  She introduced many of us to Belleek and 
gave us a new and different outlook on how things really should be done.  She was unforgettable. 
 

Maureen and Graham organised the most fabulous, lavish, elegant and memorable dinner parties: an invitation to one of these 
events (because that was what they were) was a privilege and a delight - perhaps we should take a leaf out of Maureen and 
Graham's book and thus make our future meetings even more memorable than the wonderful Conventions have been over the 
last 24 years.  I'm serious: if you can, all of you, come to the Belleek meeting in Cornwall next year - I can't guarantee that we 
can completely emulate the style and élan that Maureen would have brought to the occasion, but we will have a jolly good try 
to make it a Belleek gathering to remember.                                                                                                                     CMCMCMCM 
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Maureen Maureen Maureen Maureen Sybil Sybil Sybil Sybil MuntonMuntonMuntonMunton                                
    
19th June 1936 - 31st October 2013 
 
Maureen died on the day of her wedding anniversary, Maureen 
and Graham had been together for over 30 years. The Reverend 
at the Chapel remembered Maureen from Graham’s funeral just 
over 4 years ago even without being prompted by photographs of 
her, she was a lady once seen you would not forget. 
 
It is very difficult to talk about Maureen without involving 
Graham too (as you will see from the members memories that 
follow). They were both avid collectors of Belleek primarily but 
also Goss, Baxter Prints, candlesticks, glass, interesting furniture 
and a whole host of other very individual things.  They went to 
fairs to sell surplus stock, leaving their flat at crazy times in the 
early morning to get to far flung fairs. Many a time Graham was 
stopped in his car in the small hours of the morning by 
suspicious police who wondered why a car full of antiques was 
travelling during the night. 
 
They loved welcoming people into their home and parties. 
Maureen was a self-taught cook. She had a very distinctive style 
and always had her hair put up in a particular way. She was once 
spoken to by a young punk rocker who said ‘look at you’ to 
which she replied ‘well just look at you!’.  She was a great 
reader, particularly of romantic novels, Catherine Cookson and 
Danielle Steel being favourites. 
 
She was born on a Friday - Friday's child is ‘loving and giving’ - 
most appropriate for Maureen.  One of three children, she was 
brought up in Leek, she had two brothers, Stewart and Richard.  
 
There was an eclipse of the sun on the day she was born followed by a heat wave and violent thunder storms: 
Maureen certainly made quite an entrance - she was destined to make a huge impression on everyone who met 
her. 
 
She was a Brownie and later a Sunday school teacher. 
 
 
Maureen has been buried with her beloved Graham, they are together again. 
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There now follows some of the thoughts and reminiscences about Maureen sent in There now follows some of the thoughts and reminiscences about Maureen sent in There now follows some of the thoughts and reminiscences about Maureen sent in There now follows some of the thoughts and reminiscences about Maureen sent in by UK by UK by UK by UK 
Group Members and friends.Group Members and friends.Group Members and friends.Group Members and friends.    
 
Tony Fox: 
 

Patt and I first met Maureen and Graham Munton at a local antiques fair in February 1989. They had an 
extensive collection of Belleek ware for sale but in the event we purchased our first Belleek items, a Shamrock 
second period trio, from another dealer standing at the fair. However, during the next few months we made 
several purchases of various Belleek items from Maureen and Graham. It was during this time that we received 
our first invitation to attend a dinner party at their top floor flat at Butley Hall in Prestbury, the Belleek mecca, 
a never to be forgotten experience. 
 

Over the course of 10 to 15 years we came to know Maureen and Graham very well. We always made an effort 
to visit their stand at Newark and NEC antique fairs in particular, where we would be greeted on our arrival 
with a glass of Madeira!! The dinner parties, birthday parties and Christmas parties were legendary and it never 
ceased to amaze us the number of people which were accommodated in that top floor flat at Butley Hall. 
 

Maureen and Graham were the quintessential English eccentrics, never to be forgotten and I am sure that 
everyone who knew Maureen and Graham have their own particular memories of this wonderful couple, the 
memory of which will remain for many years to come. God bless them both. 
 
Simon and Melanie Whitlock: 
 

We really have Maureen and Graham to thank for telling us about the UK Group.  We called in at the larger 
Westpoint Antiques Fair at Exeter in June 1991.  The hall was packed with over 600 stands. We had not seen 
too much Belleek for sale at fairs in the previous two years and to come across M&G's stand was a delight. A 
stand with Belleek and so much choice too. We had a lovely chat and Maureen and Graham said, 'Darlings, you 
need to come and join us at a meeting soon". We had to wait until the following year, but their encouragement 
spurred us on. 
 
We can remember Maureen and Graham's 
wonderful hospitality so vividly. Not only at our 
Christmas Parties but at Antiques Fairs.  We 
would visit the NEC and be invited to sit down 
with Maureen and Graham and enjoy a glass of 
Madeira and time with them. Always a 
welcome rest and fun catching up on all the 
news we had missed. 
 

We holidayed during 1994 in the Peak District 
and jumped at the chance when invited to 
dinner at Butley Hall to see Maureen and 
Graham's wonderful collection. We remember 
David Reynolds was also invited.   Mel can 
remember Graham's generous drinks top-ups 
too!  Mel wondered why a couple sips of 
champagne was affecting her so much. Little 
did she know Graham had fortified the drink 
with Brandy. I  drove home!!   
                                               Maureen and Graham during one of their legendary parties 
 

One year I drove up to Newark.  Finding Maureen and Graham's stand, Maureen was there. 'No Graham?" I 
asked. "Darling, Graham's here..." and pulled up the material covering their stand and there was Graham curled 
up asleep under their stand.  
 
Wonderful memories of a special couple. 
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Derk Dykema (a close friend from Antiques dealing) sent this from New Zealand:  
 

I first met Maureen and Graham many years ago in an auction.  I saw them all over England and we became 
good friends.  In those days, when somebody bought in an auction the auctioneer would say sold to Mr. or Mrs. 
so and so.  However I can remember, it was in London, the auctioneer said  "SOLD TO THE LADY WITH 
THE BEEHIVE!". That seemed to stick as the same happened elsewhere in the country. We did have some fun, 
she will be missed. 
 
 
 

Les and Sue Lewis (close friends from Antiques dealing): 
 

My friendship with Graham and Maureen started when they became clients of my first wife who was a 
porcelain repairer.  They would collect and drop off porcelain on their way to Nottingham where Maureen had 
her hairdresser. 
 

Then it was suggested instead of collecting, as usual, we were invited to deliver and have dinner with them 
both.  That was the start of a friendship which lasted some thirty-five years.  I will never forget the riotous 
parties and exotic dinners were all part of the fabric of who they were. 
 

To have known Graham and Maureen was a real privilege and I feel all the richer for having done so.  First 
Graham was to leave us and now Maureen, it saddens me to think it is unlikely we will ever see their like again. 
 
 
 

Marion Langham sent this from Kenya: 
  

My memories of Maureen are a delightful friendly person ALWAYS beautifully dressed with stockings and 
high heels even at 5 am in the morning when at Newark or Ardingly.  Everyone else seemed half awake and 
looked as though they had just got out of their beds and hadn't even brushed their hair. 
   

The first time I met Maureen was at Ardingly, I had not been in the 'antiques trade' long although I thought I 
knew everything there was to know!  Maureen and Graham were the 'Kings' of Belleek although there was 
never much for sale on their stand, only when you got to know them well you would understand why, anything 
good was taken home.  Their collection of Belleek was outstanding as all Belleek collectors would 
acknowledge.  
 
 
 

Jackie Howden: 
  

As we all know she was so kind and outgoing and as very new members - I 
think Jim and I had only met them once before - we were going to Prestbury 
for a meeting and I rang to ask if she and Graham were by any chance free to 
join us for dinner. Quick as a flash Maureen said "I'm so glad you rang, 
Graham and I are hosting a little supper and we need two more for dinner will 
you and Jim please join us?"  We  were persuaded and said yes.  We walked up 
from the Bridge Hotel in pitch dark towards their flat in the Butley Hall and 
became aware of two other people also walking up the hill. We all arrived 
together, the other couple were Bev and Chris Marvell and far from "needing" 
two more guests we all squeezed into their delightful dining room and had an 
unforgettable evening.  We were made to feel so welcome and felt so 
privileged to be in such company. 
  

On another occasion I was allowed to wear a truly beautiful pair of vintage 
shoes that Graham had acquired, on the condition that I wore them all evening 
and Graham was allowed to watch me as I walked about!! 
  

Maureen and Graham were a wonderful couple and great company, two real 
characters greatly missed. 
 

                     Maureen hard at work in her tiny kitchen during a Christmas Party at Butley Hall 
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Paul and Elaine Ewings: 
 

We have only the very best memories of Maureen and Graham, as do Russell and Thomas, our sons. They 
fondly remember attending the Christmas Party in the Attic, sorting the Christmas cards on the stairs outside, 
and I’m sure Graham gave them a small champagne cocktail when he thought we weren’t looking. I can’t pass 
their ‘spot’ at Newark without seeing them both. 
 
David and Chris Reynolds: 
  

We have different happy memories of Maureen, and Graham whom I first met in 1988 at an antique fair which 
was held in the basement disco of the Valley Lodge Hotel, Wilmslow, now a Holiday Inn having gone through 
many changes and antique fairs there ceased in the mid 1990’s. I went to this event on a regular basis and 
always had a chat with Maureen and Graham about Belleek, and it was Maureen who passed my name onto 
Marion following which I was contacted by Martina Kerr Bromley at the Pottery when she was canvassing 
support for the formation of a UK Collector’s Group. So, it was Maureen and Graham who were instrumental in 
my becoming a member when the Group was formed in 1989. 
  

On one of my visits to the Valley Lodge, I had been talking to Maureen for quite a while, thinking that Graham 
had gone walkabouts, and after a further lapse of time, I asked “where’s Graham, is he alright” to which 
Maureen replied, that he was asleep under the table, lifted the stall cover, and there he was curled up fast asleep. 
  

Like so many members of the Group, I visited events where Maureen and Graham had a stall, and when the 
Madeira was being offered round in glasses all with price tickets on and which were quickly wiped out after use 
and replaced on display ready for sale once again. 
  

I’m sure others will also remember a Group meeting in the garden of Jan’s mother one July, possibly 1992 or 
1993 when the legs on one side of Maureen’s garden chair slowly sank into the lawn and she made a very 
graceful, slow motion sideways fall which seemed to take forever, and all she could do was laugh. 
  

I had known Maureen and Graham for many years before Chris and I were married, and it was Maureen who 
organised and hosted Chris’s hen party and introduced her to 'Gin and It' which she’d never drunk before but 
soon got a liking for. In the years that followed we both enjoyed the Attic hospitality at dinner parties and 
Belleek Group parties during which time the kindness and generosity shown by both Maureen and Graham was 
immeasurable and an act which nobody could or ever will be able to match or emulate. Many fond memories 
which will always be with us. 
  
Eddie and Linda Murphy:  
  

We first met Maureen at Patt and Tony Fox's daughter Rebecca's Wedding.  Maureen came over and 
commented on my rings - I used to collect gold rings and I then had 3 or 4 of them on each finger - Maureen 
loved anything unusual like this.   She said that she and Graham were standing at an antique fair in Stoke the 
next day and could I give them directions to the Moat House hotel.  Of course we obliged and also went the 
next day to the fair - that is where we brought our first piece of Belleek - and it was from Maureen and Graham:  
it was a round tumbler, first period.   
 

That first buy opened it up for us and got us into the Belleek world.  Later we were invited to the "attic" - it was 
amazing: we dared not move just in case we knocked anything over!  Linda and I became great friends with 
Maureen and Graham - we became interested in other things that they collected - we bought Goss and Baxter 
prints and of course hollow-stem champagne glasses from the fairs. 
 

They taught us so much and in return, if they needed help with anything, we would try to do it for them:  It was 
a great pleasure, when turning up at antique fairs early, to help them take in their stock.  When Graham had to 
give up driving, I was privileged to be able to help Maureen by taking her to her special hairdresser nearly 
every week.  Maureen loved this - it was very important to her to keep up her very stylish and individual hair-
do.  Maureen told us that Graham had been a Land Rover enthusiast - he had a series 1 Land Rover and had 
been one of the original founders of the Land Rover club - when I took her to the hairdresser in my Land Rover 
(hopefully a bit more luxurious than Graham's Series 1), she said that the journey, particularly in the winter 
snow in the hills around Buxton, brought back all her old memories. 
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Pat, Paul and Patrick Tubb: 
 

On a visit to Newmarket to do some family history (Pat’s father was born there) we noticed that there was an 
Antiques Fair on at the racecourse, so decided we would have a quick browse as we had not brought much 
money nor a cheque book with us. At this time we had only just joined the UK Collector’s Group and were 
planning to attend our first meeting at Eversholt.  One of the first stalls we saw was full of Belleek and sitting 
there were Maureen and Graham to whom we introduced ourselves. Of course, we were tempted by the mouth-
watering items up for sale but due to lack of funds we said we could not buy anything. Immediately, Maureen 
and Graham told us to take the pieces we wanted and to send them a cheque later, which of course we did. 
How trusting and how typical of this wonderful pair! Of course we met them at our first meeting just a few 
weeks later and were invited to go and have lunch with them at Butley Hall and meet up with their friend, a 
fellow member, who also had a son with Down’s Syndrome. This we gladly did and thereby got our first 
experience of their wonderful collection and equally wonderful hospitality. 
 
Joanna Urbanek: 

I remember Maureen as good, generous friend. She was an excellent listener with a great deal of intuition and 
the ability to empathise. She loved people and she loved life. 

It was an enormous privilege to know Maureen and Graham - an excellent partnership, whose zest for life had 
such a profound, formative influence on the Group. My life has been touched and changed, for the good and 
forever, by them both. 

 
Bev and Chris Marvell: 
 

‘Darling’ Maureen so full of style and glamour. Her dresses were custom made to follow the contours of her 
hourglass figure - she had promised Graham that she would wear a corset all her life. The first time we met 
Maureen and Graham was when she was packing away her Belleek stock at a Granby Halls fair in Leicester; we 
felt so intimidated that we dare not ask if we could see what she had. She was wearing a satin fitted black dress, 
heavy gold chain and had a very tall beehive platted with gold ribbon - gorgeous. Of course we should never 
have felt overwhelmed, both she and Graham were the most charming people you could ever meet. 
 

At the Newark fair she would be on their stand in the corner of the drafty cattle sheds. Looking magnificent 
with seamed stockings, stiletto heels and fur stole. Graham had normally left her there to hold the fort whilst he 
looked around the fair to find more Belleek. 
 

We too were soon invited to Butley Hall to be 
entertained in old fashioned style with their many 
many other friends. The small cosy flat was crammed 
with Belleek, Goss, Baxter prints, even the bathroom 
had a collection of 1950s calendar pinup girls on 
china pin trays. You had to be careful were you put 
your elbow and there was no space to put down a 
glass. Bev coveted Maureen’s period lampshades - 
they were just the same shape as Maureen herself. 
Maureen and Graham showed us all how to entertain 
genteelly and with proper etiquette, they made it look 
so simple (but they must have been up since the crack 
of dawn to prepare and make the many course dinner 
with the famous treacle tart.  With all the washing up 
they were not likely to get to bed till very late)!  
 
They have influenced us all with their style, 
generosity and warmth. We will not forget them and 
they cannot be followed.  
 

            Maureen and Graham - when Graham was growing a beard! 
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Jan Golaszewski: 
 

I cannot honour Maureen’s memory without referring to Graham (who died in 2009). 
 

Maureen & Graham were inseparable - a unique couple who shared unbelievable energy and zest for adventure. 
Once seen, never forgotten. 
  

Travelling all over the country to Antique Fairs, they were highly respected by dealers and collectors alike. I 
recall those occasions when our Members would meet up at their bountiful stand to sip Champagne or Madeira 
whilst munching smoked salmon sandwiches. Those are wonderful 'Belleeking' memories. 
  

Maureen & Graham showed us style and substance. Their cosy home was filled with fun, laughter, Art and a 
‘gobsmacking’ collection of antique Belleek and Goss wares.  
  

Their standards were impeccable and traditional. Their hospitality was lavish. They generously hosted dinner 
parties galore, and many of our riotous Christmas celebrations. Champagne flowed endlessly from tall glass 
jugs laced with a drop of brandy. The drinks were served in Victorian glasses. Their delicious food was served 
on First Period Black Mark Belleek plates. We were in paradise!  
  

Maureen & Graham’s thrilling brand of ‘Belleeking’ set a unique atmosphere for our Group. We are indebted to 
them both as their precious legacy has shaped us since 1989.    
  

Bravely Maureen & Graham spent their twilight years in dignified retirement, always maintaining their special 
relationship with our Membership. 
 

Now reunited in each other’s loving arms, I am certain Graham has tucked under his cloud that special piece of 
Belleek for his flamboyant Maureen.   
  
I am privileged to have loved them both. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                      Maureen and Graham at home in the "attic" 
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Group NewsGroup NewsGroup NewsGroup News    
 

Joanna Urbanek, Joanna Urbanek, Joanna Urbanek, Joanna Urbanek,     
our nour nour nour new Chairmanew Chairmanew Chairmanew Chairman    
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Letter from Lady Marion LanghamLetter from Lady Marion LanghamLetter from Lady Marion LanghamLetter from Lady Marion Langham    
 
 
To all the UK Belleek Collectors 
 
 
I first of all want to thank you all for continuing to send me the Newsletter, in spite of never hearing from me. 
Each time it arrives both Chris and I devour it and read it from cover to cover – I then promise myself that I will 
write to thank you and tell you my news but before I get down to it I seem to receive another! Well I decided 
when I received No 34/1 I would NOT let the grass grow under my feet and I would send you a message from 
deepest Africa.  
 
Our lives here are so very different from anything in the UK it is as though the past is a dream. We are all in 
‘rude’ health both Chris and I can’t believe that we are quite as old as we are and still going relatively strong. I 
think living in this climate helps a lot as I am not perpetually cold! Just lately I have even felt a little too hot 
Chris feels the heat much more than I and usually has a fan playing on him.  
 
We have had a terrible drought, our rains last year were pretty pathetic and there was no grass to make hay. I 
had to buy some from Nairobi and this has seen me through until now but there is very little left. Thank 
goodness the rains seem to have come early. I have 35 head of cattle now and must sell some as of course that 
is too many on only 12 acres of land. Still we were producing well over 100 ltrs until the beginning of March, 
then we had to dry several cows off and what with that and the lack of grass we dropped to about 50 but it is 
picking up again, which is great. As well as the cows I produce about 150 eggs a day and eating chickens. The 
eggs are very popular with the ‘British’ as we manage to have proper yellow yolks which are a rarity here at the 
coast. 
 
I attend the milking every morning and now Lucinda has decided to join me, it means getting up at 5 am, not 
that we mind at all it is such a great part of the day. We only do the evening milking on Sundays as my head 
man does the evening milking on other days.  
 
Lucinda has changed so much especially her self assurance has increased tenfold, and she now is not the shy 
girl she used to be. She offers visitors drinks and as long as it is a tusker (beer) or shandi she pours the drink – 
anything else she gets help. Lucinda is ‘in charge’ of the house staff and loves the responsibility. She makes 
sure we are safely locked in at night and can become quite huffy if we request the gates to be left open after 
dark, even this has improved.  
 
On coming here I learnt to play Bridge and thoroughly enjoy the game and play when ever I can get a chance, 
even on my computer, I wish I had started to play earlier in life. 
 
Gardening is my exchange for Belleek, it is my 
passion. It isn’t easy to garden at the coast, which 
was a bit of a surprise for me as I thought gardening 
anywhere in Africa was easy. What with the heat, 
the sea breeze which can be very strong (and a life 
saver when it is so hot), the salt carried in on the 
wind, the lack of water, it seems everything is 
against trying to have a great garden. Then if that 
was not enough it is so difficult to find all the things 
you can easily find in even the poorest equipped 
garden centre in the UK. I joined the Kenya 
Horticultural Society and am the Vice- 
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Chairperson – not because I am so good - no one would 
take it on! I also give power point lectures to the 
gardeners, it has become very popular and I very much 
enjoy giving the lectures. 
 

We seem to have an awful lot of dogs and cats now, 
we brought four with us from the UK, dear Pip died 
but the others are still going strong, we rescued two 
and now we have taken on another, the owners are 
going back to Germany and wanted a home for their 
dog. We also have three lovely cats. It seems I am the 
'cat' person and Chris is the 'dog' owner. Lucinda 
feeds them all. 
 
Getting back to Belleek, my goodness me what a lot 
of research you all are doing - I am overwhelmed at 
all you have uncovered.  
 
I was reading the ‘Editors’ article on giving a talk at 
the Convention and it brought a smile to me as I 
remember exactly how he feels, well done Chris I 
know it will be GREAT. 
 
I have not decided yet if I will go to the Convention. 
Being the very last I feel I would like to go but the 
journey from Kenya to the US is quite complicated so 
I am still thinking. I would really love to catch up 
with all my Belleek friends. 
 
I will attach a couple of pictures of our home here 
looking on to the Indian Ocean. It is WONDERFUL. 
Love to you all, 
 
������������������������� ���
����
Marion Langham 
PO Box 143 
80108 Kilifi 
Kenya 
0732610047  
+254 (0)726 551187 
marionlangham@googlemail.com 
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New Book New Book New Book New Book ––––    Black Mark Tea WareBlack Mark Tea WareBlack Mark Tea WareBlack Mark Tea Ware    
A TreatiA TreatiA TreatiA Treatise on Current Researchse on Current Researchse on Current Researchse on Current Research    

Tony Fox and Bev MarvellTony Fox and Bev MarvellTony Fox and Bev MarvellTony Fox and Bev Marvell    
 

First Edition September 2013 
  

(Very) Limited to UK Belleek Collectors' Group  
and 2013 Las Vegas convention BCIS attendees  

 
Large A4 format with 284 colour pages (it is 
heavy!). Covering all aspects of Belleek tea 
ware. Dejeuner sets, tea services, sugars and 
creams, other tea ware items, parian, bone 
china and earthenware. Also, sections on the 
marks found and  ‘Decoration Ways’.   
 

The book is intended as a reference and also as a 
forum for education and debate. This special 
edition has not been produced as a normal 
‘commercial’ publication and is ‘self published’. It is 
intended to be placed, without charge, with people 
and institutions with an academic interest in Belleek 
tea ware. YES, THIS MEANS YOU as a member or 
associate of the UK Group.  
 

If you would like a book, Bev will be taking them to 
UK Group meetings or she can post one to you - 
the book is free, you will only need to pay for 
postage and packing: 
 

        UK £7 
        Abroad £21       
 

You can send a UK£ cheque or UK£ cash to Bev or 
pay via PayPal.  
(email Bev on administrator@belleek.org.uk or 
phone +44 (0)1332 872615 to get her address) 

 
Tony and Bev will keep your copy reserved until Mar ch 2014, so please get in touch before then! 
 

Tony Fox and Bev Marvell (left) engrossed in discussing the 
merits of a piece. A small part of Tony's collection is shown on the 
table behind them. You might call Tony Fox and Bev Marvell 
fanatics when it comes to the study of Belleek tea ware. 
 

One of the great joys of Belleek, as well as the delicacy and 
artistry of the ware is, paradoxically, the lack of primary 
information available. In the course of 155 years, the Pottery has 
undergone several changes in ownership and management and in 
the process of withstanding periods of poor trading conditions, 
wars, the troubles in Ireland and many other trials and tribulations, 
a great deal of the Pottery's own information has been lost. You 
might think that this would be a great disadvantage to the 
collector, but it opens the door to investigation and research that 
has the possibility of unexpectedly discovering something 
completely new and previously undocumented. This is the element 
that most excites both Bev and Tony and this treatise, the result of 
their research, contains quite a few of these discoveries. 
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Tea ware is one part of the Pottery's production, which although covered 
in the relevant sections of existing reference books, has never been 
examined in detail. Tea ware was the part of Belleek’s production that 
inspired the largest number of individual designs and is now probably 
the most collected range of wares. Tony Fox, before 1997, made the first 
serious attempt to develop a system of categorisation of Belleek tea ware 
and to come up with a list which was as complete as possible of all the 

known patterns, shapes and 
types of decoration of each 
pattern. Tony's research resulted 
in a presentation at the 1997 
Belleek Collectors’ 
International Society 
Convention held at Stoke on 
Trent in the UK. Bev Marvell 
has made an extensive study of 
the types of decoration on tea 
ware (and other items) and in 
particular the numbering system 
that the Pottery used to describe the hand-painted colours for each tea 
ware pattern. Bev and Tony have now been working for many years 
(both independently and jointly) on a comprehensive categorisation of 
all of Belleek's tea 
ware production in 
the ‘Black Mark’ 
periods. They felt it 
was time to bring 

together their research findings into a single document as a 
reference for the serious collector and a guide for anyone 
with a general interest in Belleek.  Even though a huge 
amount of information has been gathered together, sorted and 
categorised, Bev and Tony are careful to call this their 
‘current’ research since Belleek is always full of surprises - 
one of the joys of collecting it - and new findings are still 
coming to light. 
 
 

This book is based on the series of research articles published in the UK Belleek Collectors’ Newsletter which 
started in July 2006 with the first of a series of sixteen. It covers Belleek tea ware produced during the First, 
Second and Third periods which are generally referred to, by us collectors, as Black Mark pieces.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
Tony Fox and Bev Marvell Tony Fox and Bev Marvell Tony Fox and Bev Marvell Tony Fox and Bev Marvell     
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Northern Ireland Group NewsNorthern Ireland Group NewsNorthern Ireland Group NewsNorthern Ireland Group News    
 

NORTHERN IRELAND BELLEEK COLLECTORS GROUP 
MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 16 TH AUGUST 2013  

IN BELLEEK POTTERY COLLECTORS ROOM AT 2.30pm 
 

“BELLEEK GATHERING DAY” 
 
Present: 
Patricia McCauley      
Roy & Rose Hollihead    Helen & Trevor Rankin     
Pat, Paul & Patrick Tubb    Ann Dolan   
Margaret Stokes    Irene Orr                     
“Our Experts” were on duty giving evaluations for the visitors 
Eddie & Lynda Murphy   Olga Clarke  Fergus Cleary 
 
Guests  - Our BCIS President  Angela Moore and her Mum Mrs Berris Hughes 
Friends of members - Penny Prime, Jean & Bobby Smyth     
And new members Melvin & Jennifer Lockhard 
 
Apologies: 
Jean Hurst     Eileen O’ Neill     
Thelma Barton                                                      Mechelle Lewis  
Hilary & John Wilshin   Bob & Vicki Pearce   
Kathleen McKenna     Kathleen Cushnahan    
Anne McKeever         
 
Members arrived at different times to join in “The Gathering” celebration, welcomed by traditional Irish music 
played in the reception area.  I have never seen the Pottery so overwhelmed by people everywhere!  It was 
hectic, but very good humoured.  People were visiting  from all arts and parts - going on tours of the factory, - 
listening to the experts’ evaluations, - viewing the museum collection, - having their children’s faces painted or 
having a go at painting pottery flowers. Outside there was music from the local radio mobile station and ice 
cream for sale -- But best of all they were buying Belleek wares! The Visitor Centre looked really attractive 
with great displays from all the different Belleek, Galway and Aynsley products including Christmas! 
The café was doing a roaring trade all day preparing meals and snacks for the visitors. 
 
Hon Secretary’s Report 
It had been arranged that we should hold our collectors meeting up in the Collector’s Room knowing that the 
usual venue – the AV room would be in use. Everyone staggered up the well worn stairs to the top of “The 
Shop” – The Collectors Room. It was looking very attractive with newly re-organised displays of collector’s 
items and papers.  It was well worth the raising of the heart rate to see it!! 
 
Secretary Helen welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
We were honoured and delighted to welcome our Belleek Collectors International Society President Angela 
Moore and her Mum Mrs Berris Hughes to our meeting.  We were aware that it must have been difficult for her 
and we had already passed on our condolences to the family on the sad loss of her husband George.  
Pat, Paul & Patrick Tubb were very welcome also Eddie & Linda Murphy who were busy doing valuations in 
the factory with Olga Clarke and Fergus Cleary.  Irene Orr had a friend Penny Prime and Trevor and I had our 
friends Jean & Bobby Smyth who are keen users of Belleek Living! Also very welcome were Melvin & 
Jennifer Lockhard – they are intending to join us – Jennifer had previously been a BCIS member some time 
ago. 
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Chairman’s Report  
·  Chairman Patricia talked about “The Gathering” and how delighted they were with the public’s 

response.  It had been quite an undertaking organising the event as well as juggling in 10+ booked 
coaches on the day!    
 

·  Las Vegas Convention –10-13 October – responses have reached 100 delegates – so it is looking good. 
Some members are still assessing travel etc. 

 
·  Business has been good including the G8 follow on – business up for July and August They produced a 

G8 Basket (only 50) decorated with flowers representing the various nations attending theG8 Summit. A 
basket was purchased by Fermanagh District Council and was presented to Enniskillen Museum’s 
Collection in recognition of the special event.  

 
·  Coach tour bookings for 2014 are already coming in and marketing for next year is underway. 

 
 
A.O.B 

·  Items of Interest   - Margaret – beautiful flower 
brooch  c1940/50’s & “Elizabeth Ann” Doll with a 
Belleek China face – dressed in a turquoise dress with 
lace trim. Pat had brought an earthenware plate from a 
former convent – unfortunately she had left in their car 
– too late to go down to collect it! 

 
  Margaret Stokes and “Elizabeth Ann”  1995 
 
 

·  Members sent our best wishes to the new Chairman of 
the UK Collectors Joanna Urbanek and wished her 
well for her term in office. 
 

·  Conventions/ gathering future??  Suggestions that 
there could be tours from USA again and incorporate 
meetings and talks perhaps every 2 years. Further 
options/ ideas will need to be discussed between 
groups. 
 

·  Northern Ireland Tourist Board has awarded the Visitor Centre - 4 Stars in their new grading scheme 
(maximum of 5 Stars) for Visitor Attractions – there is always room for improvement!! 

 
·  New Royal Baby Mug for Prince George – on sale now 

  
·  New products for 2014 now currently in production – as seen on the tours 

 
·  US Sales are good and the US sales team were over recently on a visit  

 
·  Roy gave us a very amusing story about bargaining for a Belleek cabaret set. 

 
·  It was agreed that we would send as our contribution for the Convention Auction  -- “Gathering” items 2 

x Mugs and 2 x Ireland hanging ornaments. Patricia will carry them out there in her luggage. Invoice for 
payment to be sent to Mechelle. 

 
Members made their way carefully back down the stairs to join in some more “gathering” activities.    
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 Sauceboat & tray 2nd Mark  
 

 
 
              Belleek Pot unfooted  2nd Mark 
 
 Lily of the Valley Salt dish 2nd Mark 

 
                                                             Etruscan Ewer 1st Mark 
 
Shown here: some of the Belleek Treasures brought in for 
appraisal – thanks to Fergus Cleary for the images. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING ----- 
OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD IN THE 
POTTERY ON FRIDAY 15 TH NOVEMBER 2013 AT 
1.30 IN THE AV ROOM  
 
The pottery will be holding their PRE- CHRISTMAS 
SALE that weekend – so there will be Christmas 
bargains!! 
 
Agenda 
12.30   Lunch in Pottery Café 
1.30   Meeting in AV Room  
Please contact  
Patricia Tel: 028 6865 8501   email:  visitorcentre@belleek.ie  
Helen     Tel:028 9336 2784    email:  dhelen.rankin@btinternet.com  



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 34/3 November 2013 
 

Page Page Page Page 19191919    

SSSSummer AGM iummer AGM iummer AGM iummer AGM in Coventryn Coventryn Coventryn Coventry    
Hosted by Eileen and Bernard BurghamHosted by Eileen and Bernard BurghamHosted by Eileen and Bernard BurghamHosted by Eileen and Bernard Burgham    
    
Saturday Evening, Saturday Evening, Saturday Evening, Saturday Evening, 
27th July 27th July 27th July 27th July ----    Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner 
at the at the at the at the Bull's HeadBull's HeadBull's HeadBull's Head    
    

We returned to last year's 
venue, the Bull's Head, for 
our Saturday dinner.  This 
year we were very pleased to 
have Melissa Barry Finch as 
our guest from Chicago - 
important, because she 
brought news of the 
forthcoming convention in 
Las Vegas that she was 
instrumental in organising. 

Shown here: Gathering outside the Bull's head before dinner; Eileen and Bernard Burgham with their gift 
of a huge bunch of sweet peas; Melanie and Simon Whitlock - engaged in discussion; Our Chairman Pat 
Russell with Melissa Barry Finch; Jan Golaszewski and Brian Russell, resplendent in St. Patrick's day hats - 
sponsored by Guinness, chatting with Paul Tubb.    
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Sunday 28 July 2013, AGM, Morning MeetingSunday 28 July 2013, AGM, Morning MeetingSunday 28 July 2013, AGM, Morning MeetingSunday 28 July 2013, AGM, Morning Meeting    
----    RRRReport by Elaineport by Elaineport by Elaineport by Elaine Ewingse Ewingse Ewingse Ewings    

 
Chairman Pat Russell welcomed 
Members and also extended a warm 
welcome to Melissa Barry Finch 
from Chicago. This was the last 
meeting with Pat as Chairman. She 
reminded everyone that bids for the 
Silent Auction were open until 
lunchtime. Brian Russell had 
brought detailed pictures of the 
Belleek earthenware Masonic plates 
that Ederney Lodge were prepared to 
sell to us.  He explained that the 
bidding for the Ederney Lodge plates 
(Armstrong's lodge) would be by 
sealed bids, the decision on whether 
to sell or not would then be up to the 
Ederney Lodge. 

 
 
 
 
Shown here:  
 
Ann and Richard Ireland with pre-meeting 
coffee; David and Chris Reynolds settling 
down for the meeting; Melanie Whitlock and 
Diana Awdrey with Eileen and Bernard 
Burgham before the meeting; Bev Marvell, 
Brian Russell and Simon Whitlock discussing 
the pictures of the Ederney Masonic plates that 
Brian had brought along to show us. 
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The Silent Auction: a selection from the very impressive showing this year: Cone teapot, pink details, BII; 
June Sweeney inspecting a rare "Limoge" style bread plate; Cone sugar, plain, BI - Cone pattern is not 
often found in with a first period mark; A more general view of some of the items up for sale; Patricia 
Brigstock with the largest size of Shell dish. 
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Brian Russell then gave a talk on the 
Enniskillen and Bundoran Railway. This 
was based on the article that has appeared 
in the Newsletter (Issue 34/2, July 2013), 
but with additional photos and graphics. In 
Brian's view, McBirney's main interest 
could well have been the railway and not 
Belleek Pottery. Also, Bloomfield may 
have wanted a railway line for minerals 
and timber from his land if the line was 
extended to Sligo as was the original 
intention. Brian showed a time line: the 
railway was completed by 1866, but 
partition in 1922 created a problem with 
customs posts. The line was scrapped in 
1957, after a political decision.  
      Brian Russell giving his talk on the Railway. 
 
Brian had photos of the Bundoran Express at Belleek Station, of the token being taken by a train driver on the 
single-track railway (Irish 5'3'' gauge), and of the crockery from the trains (not Belleek, printed with logo for 
Great Northern Railway). Bundoran Junction was in a triangle, so no turning was needed; some of the passing 
places were goods loops. Following Brian's excellent talk, a lively discussion was triggered between Members. 
 
Melissa Barry Finch, from the Windy City Chapter in 
Chicago, introduced herself. She had heard about a 
Belleek Collectors' Society in 1999 and attended a 
convention in Washington DC. Afterwards, the 
Chicago Chapter was set up.  
 
With her sister Maria and others she put together the 
Chicago convention, and they are now looking towards 
the next convention in Las Vegas.  
 
The Barry family originated from Ireland, and she told 
us of a reunion of many cousins.  
 
She was pleased to be able to extend a visit to Ireland 
to attend our AGM, and donated a hanging ornament to 
the Christmas raffle. 
 

Melissa Barry Finch introducing herself 
 
 
The Raffle Prizes (so far... watch this space).  The 
Raffle is to be drawn at our next Meeting which will 
be the combined Autumn and Christmas one. 
 
We have a beautiful Thorn dessert plate, BI, a 
Grass Teapot complete with its matching stand, BI 
and the Christmas ornament. 
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Bring and Tell: Seaside MemoriesBring and Tell: Seaside MemoriesBring and Tell: Seaside MemoriesBring and Tell: Seaside Memories    
----    RRRReport by Elaine Ewingseport by Elaine Ewingseport by Elaine Ewingseport by Elaine Ewings    
 
Charles Easthope: At a meeting some time ago it came 
up in conversation that he and Fiona collected painted 
pieces. An Irish lady told them of a piece in Limerick, 
but he had to cross her palm with silver (a fork) to get the 
information. Some months later they saw some bits of the 
seaside (he admitted that this connection was a bit 
tenuous!) on their trip to find the piece, which was still 
there. It was a beautiful candlestick with a painted 
fuchsia. The Irish lady was Patricia Russell! 
 

 
 
Joanna Urbanek: Imagine the Kent coastline 
about 50 years ago; warm and sunny, a caravan, 
and sand castles. The children were taken souvenir 
shopping and saw all manner of items. At age 3, 
Joanna couldn't decide between a doll and a piece 
of china (she wasn't allowed both). In the end she 
chose a little jug, which has applied shells and a 
picture of a boat.  Ed: this shows her advanced 
taste at such an early age! 
 
Jan Golaszewski: First of all he pointed to a beach 
mat, but this was covering a painting showing a 
seaside scene, which he had purchased in 2008. In 
the 1950s the family went to the Isle of Wight, and 
the picture reminds him of that time. According to 
another anecdote, in the mid-1980s his family went 
camping by the sea in France. People visited the 

beach and removed all their clothes, which was a 
surprise! And once again Jan had brought some coral 
from his visits to the Cayman Islands, for Members to 
take home to enhance their collections. 
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Patrick Tubb : First he showed us a ceramic beach hut 
(bathing machine) from Newcastle, Co. Down, where his 
family go on holiday. It reminds him of the seaside and 
their travels. 

Then he showed a Titanic plate, purchased from 
Belleek Pottery on a visit. This is the jewel in his 
collection, his pride and joy. It reminds him of the 
movie and the portholes remind him of the people 
and the ocean. 
 

Patricia Russell: Born and raised in Belfast, she used to go 
on seaside visits. In particular, she remembered summer 
visits to Aunt Hannah and Uncle Jim, staying in Bundoran. 
She showed a small vase with a crest of Bundoran, and also 
a lamp base made by Cyril Arnold for Bundoran China. 
 

Melissa agreed to be the judge and chose Patrick for his 
heartfelt description of the Titanic. He received a prize, and 
Pat presented Melissa with one of our 50th anniversary 
plates. 
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We took a break for lunch while carrying on with our deliberations on the Silent Auction - to buy or not to buy, 
that was the question - or was it which of these lovely things should I try to get?   
 
Shown here: Patrick Tubb is very happy with his Bring and Tell prize;  Joanna Urbanek, Jan Golaszewski, 
Pat Russell and Karen Kincheloe settle down for lunch; Charles Easthope, Diana Awdrey and Bev Marvell 
in conversation - Bev, who organises the Silent Auction could relax now that all the entries and bids were all 
in; Joanna Urbanek with Patricia and Keith Brigstock; Pat Tubb with Melissa Barry Finch and Anne and 
Ruchard Ireland; Melanie Whitlock and June Sweeney. 
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After lunch, the serious part 
of the day began - the official 
business meeting of the 
AGM.  Pat Russell, retiring 
Chairman, called us to order. 
 
 
 
 
 
Pat Russell, Chairman with 
Paul Ewings, Treasurer and 
Bev Marvell, Administrator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When the meeting had 
finished, we had some more 
time to relax... 
 
 
 
Here are Karen Kincheloe 
(left) and Fiona Easthope  
(right) chatting to our new 
Chairman, Joanna Urbanek 
(centre) 
 
 
A job well done: Hugs and 
congratulations to retiring 
Chairman, Pat and gifts in 
appreciation. 



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 34/3 November 2013 
 

Page Page Page Page 27272727    

 
It was such a lovely sunny day, Chris Marvell could not resist the opportunity of taking a photograph of as 
many as possible of the group attending as he could muster out in the garden of the hotel - it was not easy as  
organising happy and chatting Belleekers who have plenty of more important things to do puts us in mind of 
herding cats!  
 

From Jan GolaszewskiFrom Jan GolaszewskiFrom Jan GolaszewskiFrom Jan Golaszewski    
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Belleek CollectorBelleek CollectorBelleek CollectorBelleek Collectors’s’s’s’    International Society, International Society, International Society, International Society,     
Convention 2013 Convention 2013 Convention 2013 Convention 2013 ––––    A Personal ViewA Personal ViewA Personal ViewA Personal View    

Pat TubbPat TubbPat TubbPat Tubb    
 

When it was decided to hold the 2013 Convention in Las Vegas with no local Chapter to coordinate 
proceedings we, here in the UK, were invited to arrange the programme of speakers etc so Paul, Patrick and I 
teamed up with Bev and Chris Marvell to see what we could do. We met together on a number of occasions to 
supplement e-mail contacts etc and planned what we hoped would be a varied but interesting programme with 
something to suit everyone. We made contact with every Chapter and were able to include members who, as we 
shall see, helped to make the convention so enjoyable. By January this year the programme was largely set, but 
the sad news of the death of Dr George Moore in May, made us all even more determined to make this 
convention a memorable one in his honour. The news also entailed some adjustments to the programme but, 
with great goodwill on all sides, this was accomplished without too much difficulty. 
 

Saturday Saturday Saturday Saturday 5th October, Trenton New Jersey.5th October, Trenton New Jersey.5th October, Trenton New Jersey.5th October, Trenton New Jersey.    
 
For our family, the convention started on our arrival in the USA on 
October 5th when we went first to Trenton to see the headstones for 
Bromley, Gallimore and Swann now in place thanks to the generosity 
of so many BCIS members in the UK, Ireland and the USA.  

 
 
 
The three of us at 
Bromley’s Grave 
site 
 
Pat & Paul at 
Gallimore/Swann 
gravesite in the 
rain 
 
 
 

It was lovely to meet up again with Scott Anderson and Judi Wells who have helped us so much with research 
in Trenton and Philadelphia and, once again, they chauffeured us around for two days and we cannot thank 
them enough, yet again. From Trenton we took a train back to Newark Airport for our flight to Las Vegas on 
the Tuesday. 
                       
 

Tuesday Tuesday Tuesday Tuesday 8th October, Las Vegas, Nevada8th October, Las Vegas, Nevada8th October, Las Vegas, Nevada8th October, Las Vegas, Nevada    
 
After settling into our 21st floor room (right) at the Flamingo 
Hotel we went downstairs in search of some food and who 
should we run into, but Bev and Chris who had just arrived 
from the UK. We had a Mexican meal together before heading 
off to bed to try and equalise the time zones. 
 
                                     View from our room on the 21st floor                                       
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Four of us in the Flamingo Garden                               Flamingos at the Flamingo 
 
Meeting again for breakfast, we planned a day 
together taking in the sights starting with the 
gardens of the hotel full of flamingos, swans, 
ducks and fish where Patrick was delighted to 
have his photograph taken with a large parrot on 
each arm (right). 
�

 
 
This was followed by a trip on the monorail before coming 
back to the Strip and looking around the amazing sights.  
 
In the Paris complex it was as if we were on a Parisian street 
so we decided to book a table for later that evening in a 
French restaurant – the meal proved to be delicious. During 
the day we had bumped into many old friends who were 
arriving to join the fun. 
      
 
 
                                       
On the Strip - just outside the Flamingo Hotel 
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Thursday 10th October Thursday 10th October Thursday 10th October Thursday 10th October ----    registration for theregistration for theregistration for theregistration for the    ConventionConventionConventionConvention    
 
Thursday dawned and the five of us were joined at 
breakfast by Fergus Cleary and the craic really began. 
We joined Johannah and Al Purdon, Jean and Sam 
Lockington in their suite to help with all the last 
minute preparations and Bev and Chris took delivery 
of their parcel of Bev and Tony Fox’s books on 
‘Black Mark Tea Ware’, a copy of which was 
generously going to be given to each household at the 
convention. It is a fabulous book which will be the 
envy of all who were not present at the convention.               
                          
         Fergus helping Bev unpack her tea ware books 
 

 
We three helped to make notices, pack draw prizes and 
generally help out where we could. Time just flew past 
and, before we knew it, it was time to get ready for the 
Opening Reception. After Jean and Johannah (left) 
welcomed everyone, they introduced Angela who in 
turn welcomed us in her kind and friendly manner.  

We had a delicious buffet (right) and soon everyone 
was enjoying greeting old friends and making new 
ones before going next door to take a first look at the 
sales room full of beautiful Belleek ware.  
 
 

Left, Enjoying a laugh with Phyllis Bagnall 
 
It was lovely to see the 
special basket created 
for the convention – 
must get one of those!!! 
There were some 
superb pieces available 
which I would have 
loved to own but they 
were, unfortunately, 
beyond my annual 
budget. However it was 
lovely to be able to see 
and touch them.  

 
                   Right, Don Campbell ‘modelling’ the new basket (with dice, chips)  
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Above, just some of the tables of Belleek in the dealers’ room 
 

    
Friday 11th October Friday 11th October Friday 11th October Friday 11th October ----    The start The start The start The start 
ofofofof    the Conventionthe Conventionthe Conventionthe Convention    properproperproperproper    
 
Breakfast on Friday morning was served in 
the lecture room so we were on site for a 
prompt start to the lecture programme. Don 
Campbell began proceedings by going down 
Memory Lane of former conventions, so 
interesting to see and recognise friends of 
yesteryear in the photographs he showed us 
and to realise how the years have flown by.  
 
             
Don reminiscing on past conventions, 
photographs on a board in the background 
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Chris Marvell (right) followed Don with his 
interesting, amusing and ultimately unfinished 
‘Shaggy Dragon Story’. Although I had heard 
this tale before, I enjoyed it even more the 
second time around. 
 
Editor: that's good - I have reproduced the talk 
in this Newsletter - there still might be a few 
people who haven't heard it! 
 
After a short coffee break, Fergus’s talk was 
about tea cup design, quite fascinating. Right 
are Fergus’s Belleek design principles!  He 
finished by challenging us all to come up with 
our own designs which he would judge and 
offered to make the winning one into a real cup 
at the pottery!! 
 
Below, my mug and saucer idea based on a 
lace design - perhaps too ambitious to be 
practical! 

Lunch was served just along the corridor, so 
everyone was ready for Linda Beard’s update 
on the Degenhardt Scholarship Fund. It is 
always interesting to hear how this is making 
such good progress and how the winners have 
progressed in their careers since achieving the 
award. Linda also showed us a video of some of 
these young people talking about their work and 
the impact the award had made on their life and 
prospects. 
 
No convention would be complete without 
Dean Bagnall’s Live Auction and once again he 
did not disappoint us.  
 
                                                    Dean in action 
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In his own inimitable way he managed to get as much money out of us 
as he possibly could for the many beautiful pieces which had been 
donated by Chapters and members from around the world.  
 
We were fortunate enough to win [buy!!!!] a first period swan (right) 
which had been in the collection of our late friend, Mary Lonergan 
RIP, and was among a number of her items being sold by her 
daughter.  
 
                                    Lovely first period swan bought in the auction 
 
 
Later we went out for supper with two friends from Pittsburgh, sisters Mary Lou Beck and Ruth Ann DeWitt. 
We walked through the Bellagio hotel and casino looking at all the beautiful decorations for autumn, the Fall 
(below left), before eating excellently at Cafe Bellagio and walking back through the gorgeous walkway out to 
view the fabulous dancing fountains (below right) – water dancing to Italian music and songs which at night 
looked absolutely amazing. 

 Fabulous Autumn display at Bellagio’s                               Fountains at Bellagio’s 
 
 

Saturday 12th OctoberSaturday 12th OctoberSaturday 12th OctoberSaturday 12th October    
 
Saturday morning saw us at breakfast again 
with Bev, Chris and Fergus in the Paradise 
buffet and afterwards Patrick and I went outside 
to see the pelicans being fed (right). Then up to 
the lecture room for the day’s interesting and 
informative talks, which Del Domke started off 
on Armorial Pieces. This is something quite 
close to us as we have a collection of such 
pieces to do with our own family history 
researches, unfortunately only two of them are 
Belleek pieces. Del’s talk, with help from our 
own Simon Whitlock, showed us many details 
that we had not known. 
 
      Feeding the Pelicans at the Flamingo hotel  
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Del talking about crested pieces 
 
 
Beverly’s talk (below left) on the copper printing 
plates used at The Pottery was, like Chris’s, even 
more interesting on the second hearing. Both Bev 
and Chris’s research is absolutely amazing and, of 
course, it is backed up by splendid photographs. 
The juxtaposition of the copper plates and the 
pieces on which the decorations appeared brought 
forth from her audience many oohs and aahs as 
people connected the two aspects so clearly being 
explained. 
 
 
Bev explains how transfer prints were made 
 
 
A short break to ease the limbs and replenish coffee 
or water cups brought us to Lauresa Stilwell’s talk 
(left) on her late mother’s collection beautifully 
illustrated and brought to life by the tales of how 
and where it was collected. Liz, Lauresa’s mother, 
was a lovely lady and we have happy memories of 
meeting her at several conventions over the years. 
She is greatly missed by many people and it was 
good to see so many of her family coming to listen 
to Lauresa talking about her. 
 
 
Lauresa Stillwell talking about her mother Liz and 
her Belleek collection. 
 
 
A boxed lunch was provided that day and helped us 
all to mingle, talk and make new friends and 
cement existing friendships as well as getting a 
final chance to check out what was left in the sales 
room before it closed. 
 
The afternoon session began with Angela giving us 
an update on Belleek. It must have been very 
difficult for her but, as always, she rose to the 
occasion and assured us that the pottery was in 
good hands. Then Marilyn Gary Orbann (left) 
talked to us about her and her late mother’s 
collection of Belleek in Pictures culled from 
various publications that in advertisements or 
articles had used our lovely ware. The collection 
would make a great article in our Newsletter, 
Marilyn, so that other collectors can see it and start 
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looking for more examples [Ed: Yes Pat you are right! We will put the complete talk in the next Newsletter]. As 
you know, I have one card with Belleek pieces illustrated, but you already have a copy of the same card. 

 
Our own Eddie Murphy (left) followed this with a 
great talk about Belleek’s Lithophanes. They are so 
beautiful when viewed before a light source and it 
was so interesting to hear and learn about their 
history.  

 
In the last session of the day it was time for the 
announcement of the final Honoree and Angela called up 
the previous honourees, who were present, to join her and 
after a brief photocall Angela began to read out the 
traditional piece about the ceremony and its history but, 
when she reached the place where the new honouree was 
to be announced she asked us all to say our own names!!! 
 
Yes, we were all going to be Honorees and, as you can       Angela and our last Honoree Briane Carter 
 imagine, everyone was delighted. The former Honorees     ready for the Honoree announcement 
with Patricia and Fergus then presented each of us with  
our own badges of office which everyone excitedly put on and, after some rearrangement of the room, the 
compulsory group photograph was taken by Brendan, Patricia’s husband, who had himself been involved in the 
making of the badges of office. The atmosphere was electric. 
    

                                                                    Past Honorees line up 
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Before preparing for the evening celebrations a group of us took taxis to the R C Cathedral, dedicated to the 
Guardian Angels, for our Sunday Mass. The Cathedral is not particularly large but quite beautiful nonetheless 
with triangular roof and windows full of excellent stained glass. Quite a contrast to the Cathedral in Trenton 
where we had been on the previous Sunday. The singing for our service was led by a lady with a quite superb 
soprano voice, again very different to Trenton’s choir. 
 

The Gala Dinner The Gala Dinner The Gala Dinner The Gala Dinner ----    Saturday 12th OctoberSaturday 12th OctoberSaturday 12th OctoberSaturday 12th October    
    

The atmosphere at the Gala dinner was still electric with everyone still on a 
‘high’ and Angela asked if we could all try on the Chain of Office and most 

people had their photograph 
taken whilst wearing it thanks 
to that photographer 
extraordinaire, Chris Marvell, 
aided by Patrick and Paul 
who organised the queues.  
 
Angela investing Patrick 
with the Chain of Office. 
 
Patrick with Chain of Office 
 
 

[Ed: I have included pictures of all the Honorees who came 
forward at the Gala Dinner to be photographed.  This is in a 
special section following Pat's article. I have also included the 
group photo that was taken on the Saturday afternoon after the 
investiture.] 
 
It was a lovely occasion yet tinged with a little sadness, 
knowing that this would be the last convention.  
 
                                        Angela with Chris, Patrick and Paul 
 
At the end of the evening a group of us found a corner outside in the gardens where we sat and chatted for 
several hours. 
 
[Ed: Pat – you mean we all found a cosy outdoor bar at the Flamingo, where we enjoyed the craic and a few 
beers till very late!]. 
 

Sunday 13th October Sunday 13th October Sunday 13th October Sunday 13th October ----    the final the final the final the final 
daydaydayday    of the of the of the of the ConventionConventionConventionConvention    
 
On Sunday morning we had our usual breakfast 
with Bev, Chris and Fergus before going up to the 
lecture room for the final session which began 
with Eddie Murphy running an inter-chapter quiz, 
which was great fun and was won by Lauresa 
Stillwell.  
 
Eddie presenting the quiz winner Lauresa with 
her prize 
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Fergus told us about some of the new designs being worked on in the Pottery and then announced the winner of 
his ‘Design a Tea Cup’ challenge which was Johannah Purdon. Congratulations, Johannah, and we look 
forward to seeing it in realised form. Bet you felt very proud and rightly so. The ‘Luck of the Draw’ took place 
then and all winners were delighted with their prize, or in some cases, prizes. 
 
The closing remarks and evaluation brought the 2013 Las Vegas Convention to a sad close but, wait – we all 
wanted to meet up again and suggestions came from right left and centre, not for a convention as such, because 
of the difficulties and expense of organising it, but to arrange ‘Gatherings’ as an opportunity for people to get 
together and talk ‘Belleek’. To an extent the locations of these Gatherings are not important, they could be in 
the UK or Ireland or the USA so Watch this Space!!! Hopefully it will not be too long before we can all meet 
up again. 
 
As it was the final evening for many people a group of 
us, 17 in all, decided to have a meal together and as 
Paul, Patrick and I had enjoyed our meal at Café 
Bellagio, not just for the food but also for the spacious 
surroundings, we all decided to book a meal there. Paul 
took Patrick out for a swim in the Flamingo pool as, 
believe it or not, this was the first day that had been 
warm enough. Bev, Chris, Fergus and I went over to 
Bellagio's to book a table and have a good look around.  
 

We had lunch in a very nice snack bar that not only 
sold delicious savoury dishes but really mouth-watering 
patisseries, ice cream and chocolates (top right).  
 
Hanging from the ceiling was a huge chocolate witch 
(right). We managed to get seats in a booth and were 
joined by two more Belleekers, Gary and Sharon 
Schoch from Pennsylvania.  

Gary, me, Fergus and Bev snacking at the marvellous 
"Chocolate" café at the Bellagio 
 
On the way back to the Flamingo, we stopped to watch 
the Bellagio fountains which were almost as 
spectacular as they are in the dark. I then collected 
Patrick and we spent a pleasant time looking at various 
attractions, especially the gondolas sailing in and 
around the Venetian Hotel (right). 
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Our evening meal was great as we enjoyed not only the food but the good company before sadly having to say 
‘au revoir’ for now to so many lovely friends. 
 

Enjoying our last 
meal together at the 
Café Bellagio 
 
Linda and Eddie 
Murphy, Briane and 
Carroll Carter, 
Melissa Barry Finch, 
Janice and David 
Gould, Bev and 
Chris Marvell, Pat, 
Patrick and Paul 
Tubb, Pauline 
Corcoran, Tom and 
Katie Proteau, 
Gretchen and Don 
Campbell  

    
Monday Monday Monday Monday 14th 14th 14th 14th October  October  October  October  ----    not quite all over yet...not quite all over yet...not quite all over yet...not quite all over yet...    
 
On Monday we were up early and down in front of the Flamingo 
by 5.15am as a group of us were taken across the strip – 
hazardous even at this time of day – to pick up a coach for our 
day trip to the Grand Canyon. We thought we were on our way, 
but there were two more changes of coach before we got to the 
West Rim of the canyon which is privately owned by the 
Haulapai Tribe. To get to the three vantage points we again had 
to take coaches but the breath-taking views made it so 
worthwhile. We began at the Hualapai Ranch and enjoyed the 
sights and sounds of a Wild West town with a wagon ride, 

putting Patrick in jail and 
watching lasso and other 
rope work.  
�
�
Patrick in 
Jail at 
Hualapai 
Ranch 
 
Above 
right: 
Covered 
Wagon at 
Hualapai 
Ranch 
 

Looking down at the Colorado River 
from Eagle Point [Taken by Paul] 
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Four Travellers at Eagle Point; the three of us with 
Patricia McCauley 
 
                                                     
           Paul near the edge!! 
 
 
 
View from Eagle Point – Can you make out the 
Eagle? 
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Then another coach took us up to Eagle Point, where we met up 
with Patricia and Fergus who were waiting for Brendan who was in 
the queue for the ‘Skywalk’. None of us could face that, but with 
Patricia’s help I did manage to look down at the Colorado River 
through a crack which was just enough for me!! and, I think, her 
too. Paul did manage to get quite close to the edge, but Patrick only 
looked across to the other side from a safe distance.  It was, 
nevertheless, quite spectacular. I could see and just make out the 
eagle shape in the canyon wall opposite from which the vantage 
point takes its name. 
                                      
Also at Eagle Point was the native American village where we 
toured authentic dwellings based on those of various tribes and 
there was a shop selling authentic handmade native American crafts 
of which we bought a few. 
 
Legend for one of the tepees – Note the hieroglyphics, Could                                                                               
they be a Belleek Mark? 
 
 

Back we went onto a coach again and up to Guano Point which, again, had amazing views of this wonderful 
natural gorge. As the queue for the restaurant there was enormous, we decided to return to the starting point at 
the Hualapai ranch where we enjoyed some country music whilst we ate a good lunch.  
 
Shortly after this we had to start back to Las Vegas but the return journey included a comfort stop at ‘Burgers 
and Bullets’ where both food and guns could be bought. There, by chance, we met up with Al and Johannah 
who had also been on a car trip to the Canyon and were making their way back to stay in the area before 
returning to New Jersey.  
 
We then made a detour to view the amazing Hoover dam.  

 
 

From above 
the Hoover 
Dam 
                                       
 
 
 
The new 
bridge 
above the 
Hoover 
Dam [from 
the coach] 
 

From the new bridge recently built to save the dam from further pounding by heavy traffic we descended to the 
old road, crossed the dam and had a photo stop from where we could see the Colorado River and Lake Meade 
and the overflow arrangements built into the dam.  The dam is an amazing piece of engineering which has 
served the area well since the depression of the 1930s.  
  
The remainder of the journey went quickly and this time we were dropped off where we had started in the 
grounds of Caesar’s Palace just across the Strip from the Flamingo. It was another sad occasion as we again 
said farewell to the group, many of whom would be flying home early the next morning. 
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A rather large Belleek seahorse outside 
Caesar’s Palace! 
 
Patrick and I decided to take Paul to see the 
Venetian Hotel as he had not been with us the 
first time we visited on the Sunday and we 
had a delicious Italian meal to complete our 
day. 
 
 

Tuesday 15th October Tuesday 15th October Tuesday 15th October Tuesday 15th October ----    our our our our     
last day in Las Vegaslast day in Las Vegaslast day in Las Vegaslast day in Las Vegas    
 
The next day, Tuesday, was our final day in 
Las Vegas so we spent the time visiting the 
places we had not so far been to, and took a bus up to the original centre on Fremont Street, now almost entirely 
enclosed with a glass roof. That evening we packed our belongings, including all the things we had bought so 
that we were ready for an early flight back to Newark from where we went to spend four days with my cousin 
and her husband in up-state New York.  

�
 
 
Guess who in Fremont Street? 
    
    
 
Our final flight back from Newark to 
Birmingham left us feeling quite low 
as we had enjoyed our trip so much 
and we got back to a day of 
incessant rain. Let’s hope that it will 
not be too long before we can all 
meet up again.  
�
�
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  From Jan Golaszewski 
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Special Photos from the Las Vegas ConventionSpecial Photos from the Las Vegas ConventionSpecial Photos from the Las Vegas ConventionSpecial Photos from the Las Vegas Convention    

   Group photo of all the Honorees - taken after the ceremony on the Saturday - apologies if anyone has been 
 
Below and on the following pages - ALL the Honorees that Chris photographed at the Gala Dinner - 
apologies if anyone has been missed... these pictures are in no particular order, apart from my putting 
Angela first!  ...so you will just have to search to find your own picture! 
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missed off or is hidden by the way the pages are stapled!        
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Many thanks to everyone who coMany thanks to everyone who coMany thanks to everyone who coMany thanks to everyone who co----operated with us (Chrisoperated with us (Chrisoperated with us (Chrisoperated with us (Chris    Marvell, Paul and Patrick Tubb) to Marvell, Paul and Patrick Tubb) to Marvell, Paul and Patrick Tubb) to Marvell, Paul and Patrick Tubb) to 

have your picture takenhave your picture takenhave your picture takenhave your picture taken    wearing the Chain of Officewearing the Chain of Officewearing the Chain of Officewearing the Chain of Office!!!! 
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I'm sure that all my readers will know what a "Shaggy-Dog story" is. 
 
Here's the dictionary definition: 
 
"an extremely long-winded yarn characterized by extensive narration of typically irrelevant incidents and 
terminated by an anticlimax or a pointless punchline." 
 
Well, this is a Shaggy Dragon story.  It is a mystery story and you can be the judges of how relevant the 
incidents in it are... and I can tell you before we start that the mystery is still unsolved.  The dragon that is the 
subject of the story is not the one pictured above, although it bears a close resemblance to it. 
 
 
 
We have recently been greatly saddened by the passing of one of the great and most influential collectors of 
Belleek, Maureen Munton.  She and her husband Graham were the most dedicated collectors I have ever known 
and much, much more besides.  There are many tributes to Maureen in this Newsletter, so I will say no more 
here.  One small peculiarity, however, was that Graham liked to refer to his wife as "The Dragon" - Maureen 
never minded this, but it is strange that such a kind and generous person should have warranted this fierce 
nickname.  Graham always had a twinkle in his eye as he called her this, and it was a term of endearment that 
seemed strangely appropriate to the huge character that she undoubtedly was.  For these reasons, I think it is 
fitting to dedicate this little mystery story to Maureen, the Dragon - I'm sure she enjoyed the tale - she heard it 
two years ago at our Coventry AGM when I first recounted it. 
 
This story has also been told at the recent Las Vegas Belleek Convention, so many of you will already have 
heard it - but you know what?  I am still not much nearer to finding the solution to the mystery! 
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The story begins when Neville Maguire sent me an article for the Newsletter.  I was intrigued by a list of 
Belleek Items that he included.  The list came from a book called:  "A Catalogue of British Pottery and 
Porcelain", published in 1871 by the  "Museum of Practical Geology" in London.  I had never heard of this 
Museum of Practical Geology and wondered just why a museum of geology should have items of Belleek in 
their collection.  There was a list of thirteen items (shown below), I recognised most of them but a few sounded 
a bit unusual. 

 
In particular, the third item (Z.3) out of the thirteen in the list caught my attention. 
 
"Z.3. Paper Weight in the form of a dragon painted red and green, shells at base; mark as on No.Z.1 [a round 
tower, harp, dog and shamrock] printed in red, and Irish character stamped." 

 
I had no idea what this item might be, as I knew that Belleek had made paperweights - as dogs on cushions or 
even frogs, but never "in the form of a dragon painted red and green" - the shells sounded like Belleek but what 
on earth did it mean by "Irish character stamped"? 
 
I was intrigued but thought that they may well have described the piece incorrectly and anyway I had no idea 
from their description what the item must have looked like - I had an image of the "Gryphon on Clam Shell" (as 
shown at the start of this story) in my mind.  It was just another small mystery to go along with all those other 
questions about Belleek's early days that are now so difficult to answer! 
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I told Bev about the list and how nice it would be if somehow we could go back in time and see those items that 
they catalogued in 1871.  I thought no more about it but less than an hour later, Bev announced that she had 
found the items. 
 
This seemed impossible but Bev had used a bit of deduction and lateral thinking as well as Google and, yes, she 
really had found the thirteen items.  The items in 1871 had been in this museum in Jermyn Street, London - and 
it has been a very prestigious affair too...  it was founded in 1851, but it no longer exists today - Bev had found 
out it was closed down in 1901.   
 
Bev guessed that the items were then either sold or transferred to another museum - if they were sold, they 
would be just about impossible to trace but if they were now in another museum's collection, there might be a 
record of them.  She deduced that the other main museum in London interested in this sort of decorative art was 
the Victoria and Albert and so searched the V&A website for "Belleek".  Bingo!  There they were - in the V&A 
collection - transferred from the Museum of Practical Geology in 1901 - and what's more, they had pictures of 
all the items.  She had hit the jackpot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left: Exterior and interior views of 
the Museum of Practical Geology, 
Jermyn Street, London.  Reproduced 
from the Illustrated London News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 34/3 November 2013 
 

Page Page Page Page 52525252    

Below and following page, the twelve parian items in the Museum of Practical Geology list, the thirteenth 
item is a stoneware tankard. 
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These items are shown in the order given in the Museum of Practical Geology list with the exception of the 
dragon paperweight, which I've saved until last.  This list was first published in the 1871 edition of the 
Museum's "Catalogue of British Pottery and Porcelain" 
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Most of these items looked like beautiful examples of early Belleek with a strong emphasis on the shell 
subjects.  The date is significant - because we know that this edition of the book was published in 1871, it 
allows us to state categorically that all these items must have been made before this - an important fact as most 
early Belleek cannot be precisely dated.  There were a few items we didn't recognise: the two single shells with 
lovely nacreous lustre and the dragon paperweight.  The Dragon looked radically different from the other items.  
In fact it didn't really look like Belleek at all to Bev and me... but its provenance was indisputable.   
 
Now we really had to see this dragon "in the flesh" - we were hot on its trail - but the dragon was probably in 
the V&A's reserve collection, we would have to get special permission to see it.  Next day, I called the V&A.  I 
telephoned many times, to many different people - voicemail every time - apparently everyone was on holiday.  
The receptionist there got to know me quite well as she tried name after name on her list of people in the 
ceramics department.  After several hours I finally managed to speak to a human being who said she would on 
my behalf get in touch with the best person herself.  I didn't hold out much hope but the next day, I received an 
email from Hilary Young, the curator of ceramics.  I replied straight away and we eventually set up an 
appointment the next week to see the Belleek. 
 
I called Neville in a state of great excitement and asked him if he would like a little trip to the V&A.  Neville 
was mystified but agreed to the plan.  He said he had found the book from the Museum of Practical Geology on 
a second-hand bookstall at a Sunday market in Dulwich, where he lives - he had agonised about buying it but 
decided that the list of Belleek in it really was interesting - so he made the purchase for £5. 

 
 
 
 
The main entrance of the Victoria and Albert 
Museum in South Kensington. 
 
 
Bev and I took the train to London and met 
Neville at the V&A at two in the afternoon.  We 
immediately got lost but eventually found the 
right room (room 139) on the sixth floor of the 
Museum (it really is a vast building) and were 
met there by Hilary, who was wheeling a trolley, 
wearing a brightly striped shirt and wearing 
purple rubber gloves.   
 
 
 
 
Hilary Young - Curator of Ceramics at the V&A 
 
 
I was a bit surprised - not by the rubber gloves - 
but by the fact that Hilary was a man.  He was in 
fact a real expert in English and worldwide 
ceramics, curator of the entire department and had 
been responsible for a lot of the redesign and 
redevelopment of the huge and sprawling sixth 
floor ceramics area.  He was also extremely 
friendly and helpful. 
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Hilary's idea for the ceramics department was 
wonderful - inspired in fact.  They have at the 
V&A so many items in the collection that the 
problem was really how to have as much as 
possible on display - so many museums have 
lots of interesting things in storage where no-
one sees them.  The V&A, in contrast, have 
just about everything out on display in huge 
tall ceilinged galleries which have glass 
shelves from floor level to ten or twelve feet 
high, each shelf packed with the most 
remarkable ceramic items.  So the "reserve 
collection" was actually out on display - not in 
a dusty basement.   
 
 
Room 139 in the V&A Ceramics Department 
showing the magnificent collection - Chris is 
shown to give the scale of the room. 
 
 
Another inspiration the V&A ceramics 
department had was, during the 
redevelopment, to catalogue everything and 
put it all on the Internet - 
 
"It nearly killed us," said Hilary,  
 
"but we did it - although there are a lot of 
mistakes - it was put on the website by copy 
typists, not experts."   
 
He had taken Bev, Neville and me into the 
inner sanctum of the gallery, where, now 
completely surrounded by the tall glass 
shelving, he could open each cabinet and take 
items out.   
 
It was like being in an Aladdin's cave!  He 
located the Belleek in cabinet 19, shelf 7 and 
with his gloved hands carefully took the items 
out, one at a time and placed them carefully 
on the trolley for us to examine.   
 
 
Some of the Belleek (Room 139, Cabinet 19, 
shelf 7) 
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Neville Maguire with Hilary Young 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He took out the dragon and set it down.  It 
was ugly.  It was really pretty crude - and it 
was also exactly as described - a red and 
green painted dragon on a painted shell 
base.  
 
 
 
 
 
You really wouldn't think it was Belleek - 
you might even pass it by at an antiques fair 
as some sort of garish and poorly decorated 
trinket... but it was amazing!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two views of the Belleek dragon 
paperweight 
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Close-up of dragon paperweight, showing 
the lustred shells and sketchy decoration of 
the base in green and brown... 
 
...happy looking little fellow, isn't he? 
 
 
...and the most amazing thing about it was 
when you turned it over to look at the mark.   
 
Yes, there was the first period mark - in 
orange/red - but there also were the "Irish 
characters" - not that I would call them Irish 
characters - the original Museum of Practical 
Geology curator who had compiled the list 
clearly didn't know an "Irish character" when 
he saw one - these characters were definitely 
NOT Irish, neither Gaelic nor the ancient Irish 
Ogham writing.  The V&A, in their 
description of the piece had described the 
characters as "Erse", meaning of Irish or 
Celtic origin - clearly they had no idea either.  
Well neither did any of us!   
 
We are used to seeing impressed marks, but 
on the base of this ugly little paperweight was 
a whole sentence in a language or code that 
none of us recognised.  Amongst the strange 
symbols was the "Square" mark that both 
Eddie Murphy and Neville Maguire have 
previously described. 
   
Our excitement was unbounded - this was a 
discovery!   
 
 
 
 
Two views of the underside of the dragon 
paperweight, one as taken, the second with 
some image enhancement.  These show the 
orange/red first period mark, the original 
acquisition sticker from the Museum of 
Practical Geology, various other museum 
labels and the unprecedented series of 
impressions, described by the Museum of 
Practical Geology as "Irish Characters" 
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Transcription of the markings on the base of 
the dragon paperweight, identifying the 
"Square Mark" within the string of symbols. 
 
 
There has not been any explanation of what the 
square mark meant nor why it was found 
impressed on some first period pieces of 
Belleek - perhaps there was now another clue to 
this in the markings on the dragon paperweight.  
This mark was indeed present on a number of 
the thirteen items in the V&A. 
 
 
 
 
 
In fact, when we looked at which marks were 
present on the twelve parian items in the V&A 
collection that came from the Museum of 
Practical Geology (MoPG), we found the results 
shown on the left. 
 
  
 
Types of mark found on the twelve parian 
items of Belleek from the MoPG. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example of marks 1.  
 
Base of the flowered tazza (Item Z.2.) from the 
MoPG.  This item has no printed mark at all - 
the only Belleek mark is the Square mark. The 
other labels and markings have been added by 
the museums. 
 
 
 

 
 



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 34/3 November 2013 
 

Page Page Page Page 59595959    

 
 
 
 
Example of marks 2.   
 
Base of the shell on shells (Item Z.8.) from the 
MoPG.  This has no less than THREE Belleek 
marks - a smudged blue first period printed 
mark, BELLEEK CO. FERMANAGH 
impressed and also the Square mark. Once 
again the museum marks are also present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The "Square Mark" 
 
Previously identified and named by Eddie 
Murphy as "the Square Wave" and by Neville 
Maguire as a "Potters Mark". 
 
 
 
 

 
 
When we got home from the trip to the V&A, Bev and I were determined to pursue this further - where 
precisely did the Museum of Practical Geology acquire the items - the book cataloguing the collection was 
published in 1871 but when exactly did they get the pieces.  Neville had a contact at Queens University, Belfast 
who might be able to help us with the mysterious language on the base of the dragon - he was going to look into 
this.  After a few more emails to Hilary, he found out that when the Museum of Practical Geology had closed in 
1901, the ceramics has been sent to the V&A but the geological samples had all gone to the Natural History 
Museum, along with all the records that accompanied them.  We had the original reference numbers allocated 
by the Museum of Practical Geology - this was easy: they were on paper labels stuck onto each piece, so Hilary 
reasoned that if the old acquisition records still existed at the Natural History Museum, we should be able to get 
answers to the exact date and place that the items were obtained.  Hilary gave us a contact and after a few more 
emails the answers came back.  Yes, the records did still exist and yes, they did give the information we were 
looking for. 
 
According to the records held by the Natural History Museum, the thirteen items of Belleek, including the 
dragon, had been obtained in April 1868 from a china shop at 114-116 Capel Street in Dublin, an establishment 
run by a certain William Henry Kerr. 
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Kerr is of course one of my great interests in 
our research on Belleek.  In 1868, if you wanted 
to purchase Belleek, you could obtain it directly 
from the Pottery itself or from Kerr's "Depot for 
Belleek" on Capel Street.  
 
By 1870, there were other retailers, such as 
John Mortlock's on Oxford Street, London, but 
in 1868, you had to go to Ireland and Kerr's in 
Dublin was the main retail outlet for the ware: 
when Queen Victoria, also in April 1868 had 
wanted to acquire some Belleek, she had made 
a personal visit to the shop on Capel Street and 
Kerr was the supplier. 
 
114-116 Capel Street, Dublin, photographed in 
2009 
 
 
The dragon has another Kerr connection.  When 
we saw the Belleek dragon, it very strongly 
reminded us of something.  As well as Belleek, 
we collect Worcester porcelain and specifically 
the Worcester porcelain made between 1852 
and 1862 by W.H. Kerr and Company - in the 
"Kerr and Binns" period of production.   
 
We actually had a piece in our collection - a 
Kerr and Binns dragon on shell - very similar to 
the Belleek "large shell on shells" with a 
gryphon standing on it.   
 
 
Our piece of Kerr and Binns Worcester is 
damaged - the dragon (or gryphon) has lost its 
wings - we brought it out of our display cabinet 
and looked in amazement.  The Kerr and Binns 
dragon was painted red and green - it was 
almost identical to the one on the Belleek 
paperweight. 
 
 
 
 
 
Kerr and Binns Worcester red and green 
painted dragon on clam shell (1862) 
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The underside of the Kerr and Binns dragon 
on clam shell, showing the K&B shield mark 
with the date 1862. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
Comparison of the Belleek Dragon (left) with 
the Kerr and Binns Worcester one (right) - the 
Worcester dragon has its wings broken off. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
So here was another mystery to add to the ones we already had.  How come Belleek made an item with a 
dragon virtually identical to one made at Worcester - almost exactly the same shape and painted the same 
colours - the Worcester one must have been made a few years earlier (it is clearly marked "62" for 1862) so the 
Belleek one may well have been a copy of it - but why should they do this?  It was not a mystery why the 
Museum should have obtained their Belleek from Kerr's shop - it was the obvious place to go at this date - but 
why did they choose the items that they ended up with?  Why was this relatively crude, ugly and poorly 
decorated dragon one of the pieces they chose?  And why does this dragon paperweight have the mysterious 
markings on it?  No other piece of Belleek (to our knowledge) has them.  
 
We went back to look at the book listing the collection of the Museum of Practical Geology.  It was the second 
edition, published in 1871.  It turned out that the Museum's curator had given himself a sort of "mission" to 
catalogue and obtain examples of the production of every ceramics manufacturer in the Kingdom - a worthy 
and indeed mammoth task.  It was not explicitly stated in the book but we inferred that this mission was often 
accomplished by letting the manufacturers (or their retail representatives) themselves select representative 
samples of the ware for inclusion in the Museum's collection.  If this was the case then the plot thickened - why 
should William Henry Kerr have chosen these particular items for the museum?  Did he in fact make the choice 
or was the Pottery also involved?  Perhaps (although not very likely) the thirteen items were all that Kerr's had 
available at the time so no choice was needed or possible.  We just don't know. 
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We don't know why these particular items of Belleek were selected for the museum but I think it is not 
unreasonable that they were considered (by the person or persons responsible for making the selection) to be 
representative of Belleek's production as it then was and that they demonstrated exactly what Belleek Pottery 
was best and most proud of - the extreme fineness of the parian, the nacreous lustre and the naturalistic shell 
forms. 
 

So why on earth include the lumpy, badly decorated, rather crude, red and green dragon? 
 

Another question we needed to answer was exactly how the markings had been made on the base of the dragon.  
The characters could have been carefully hand-impressed or engraved into the still soft parian when it was first 
taken out of the mould or they could have been in the mould itself as raised features. 
 
Neville drew a blank in his research into the markings - his friend at Queen's University confirmed that the 
writing was not in any way Gaelic or Irish but he could cast no more light on the code or language used.  Bev 
and I had also been doing our own research and also drawn a blank. 
 

A month or so after our trip to the V&A with 
Neville, Bev and I went to Belleek for the 
unveiling of the Old Visitors Book - this was a 
lovely trip and after the very interesting day of 
the ceremony we had the chance to talk to 
Fergus and ask him his opinion of the dragon.   
 
We showed him the pictures and he 
immediately recognised the piece:  
 
"I think I've found the mould for the base of that 
piece!" he said, "I wasn't looking for it but I just 
found a mould that I thought might be for the 
base of the hand and basket - it wasn't, but it 
might go with that dragon...   ...now, where on 
earth did I put it?" 
 
 
The old mould room at Belleek Pottery, you 
can see the moulds have been carefully 
labelled and categorised (by Fergus) before 
being stored on the wooden shelves.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bev inspecting some of the old moulds. 
 
 
 
 

Bev and I spent a day or so going through the old moulds (with Fergus's permission and help) and we found 
moulds for some of the other items in the V&A collection, including the magnificent large dolium shell. 
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We also found the mould for the "triple basket 
or bucket".  It is inscribed B No. 30 for block 
mould number thirty and dated /67 for 1867.  
Clearly the mould maker had originally made a 
mistake as the number 29 is crossed out.  On the 
mould there was also very clearly inscribed the 
square mark. 
 
The exterior 
of block 
mould No.30 
note the 
"square 
mark" 
inscribed into 
it. 
 
Above right: Detail of the "square mark" on 
the exterior of the block mould. 
 
The interior of the block mould No.30 showing 
the "square mark" on a raised pad. 
 
Below: Detail of the "Triple bucket" in the 
V&A collection showing the indented square 
mark in the base of the shell. 
 
We carefully opened up the mould.  It was the 
mould for the shell part of the "triple bucket".  
There, in the base of the mould was the 
enigmatic square wave mark, a small version of 
the one on the outside of the mould.  Each and 
every one of the shell-shaped "buckets" made 
with this mould would have this mark on its 
base.  The mark was in the mould, not later 
impressed into the parian when it came out of 
the mould. 
 

So the square mark is NOT impressed, it 
appears on the finished item because it is in the 
mould used to make it.   
 

This might explain the excessive number of 
marks on the clam shell on shells (shown on 
page 59): a different person would have been 
responsible for each of the three marks on it.  
The square mark in the mould.  It must have 
been engraved onto the model used to make the 
mould by the modeller or mould maker.  The 
BELLEEK Co.FERMANAGH mark would be 
impressed with a tool while the body was still 

soft by the parian caster before the first firing. 
 

Finally the blue first period printed mark would be applied before glazing and final firing by a decorator. 



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 34/3 November 2013 
 

Page Page Page Page 64646464    

The SQUARE MARK is part of the dragon mystery, but is also seen on other early pieces of Belleek.  There is 
the intriguing possibility that it may not have been put on at Belleek at all.  The Pottery is known to have 
acquired moulds from outside sources and the square mark could have served to identify the source of the 
mould or maybe to identify the model or mould maker.   Unfortunately we still  don't know exactly what it 
means but it does serve the very important purpose of identifying a piece as Belleek even if there are no other 
marks on it at all. 

 
Meanwhile, Fergus had found the mould for the 
dragon's base.  He showed it to us and yes, there 
were the strange characters, as small raised 
projections, in the base of the mould itself.   
 
 
The base of the block mould that Fergus found, 
showing the mysterious symbols as raised 
projections - of course these are seen as a mirror 
image of the marks in the item cast from this 
mould. 
 
 
Fergus then both amazed us and showed his skill as 
a parian caster by taking a bucket containing slip 
and without another word, pouring it into the old 
mould.  He waited for a short time and then poured 
the excess slip back out of the mould into the 
bucket.   
 
"We'll have to let that dry and harden before taking 
it out of the mould," he said, so we all went down 
to the visitors centre cafe for (guess what) tea and 
scones.   
 
When we came back, the anticipation was 
unbearable - Fergus opened the mould - and there it 
was - a perfect but very fragile modern day Belleek 
parian copy of the base of the strange item in the 
V&A - the one the Museum of Practical Geology 
had acquired from Kerr's shop in April 1868 for 
their collection. 
 
 
 
Above Bev and Fergus (with bucket of slip) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The base for the dragon paperweight as cast by 
Fergus (still in the block mould) 
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The underside of the piece cast by Fergus, 
showing the symbols - now slightly more 
worn than on the V&A example. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comparison of the piece cast by Fergus with 
a picture of the dragon paperweight in the 
V&A.  The base as cast by Fergus has 
indentations into which the small shells 
would have been fixed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Like the square mark, the strange inscription was in the mould itself and must therefore have been originally 
inscribed into the model from which the mould was made.    
 
The mould was undated but had been found amongst the oldest ones that Fergus had found in his meticulous 
cataloguing of the old blocks.  Its construction was also similar to other very early dated moulds. 
 
When Bev and I returned home, I emailed Fergus to ask if he had any further thoughts on the dragon - he 
thought it was an early example of Belleek's parian production - an item which did not continue in production 
presumably because the Pottery soon developed more intricate, better modelled items.  
 
I had been poring over alphabets in a range of languages, trying to identify the character on the dragon and had 
turned my attention to what looked like three groups of two characters, separate from the main text.  I tried to 
emulate Bev's earlier lateral thinking and reasoned that the only common thing which we write as three groups 
of two characters is a date - day, month and year.  Unfortunately the characters didn't look much like numbers 
but I followed the hunch.   
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Deciphering the date from the three groups of 
two symbols inscribed on the base of the 
dragon paperweight 
 
 
The middle pair of numbers were simple 
vertical lines, so I guessed they could be ones, 
so this number was 11.  The first group were 
two repeated symbols, they couldn't be ones as 
we had already assigned the simple vertical 
lines in the second group as ones.   
 
The symbols in the first group, if they were a 

day of the month, must therefore be twos.  So far so good.  I had on my computer screen the numerals used in a 
wide range of present-day and ancient languages - and suddenly I saw it.  If you took the numerals used in 
ancient Persian, as used in Mesopotamia (modern day Iraq) about five hundred years ago, not entirely dissimilar 
to modern day Hebrew, there were characters that closely approximated the ones on the base of the dragon.  I 
wrote down the numbers, translating them from the ancient Persian numerals.  The three groups of characters, 
translated into English numbers were 22 11 65.  If this was correct and if it was a date, then it was the 22nd 
November 1865. 
 
Now, just why Armstrong or anyone else at Belleek should want to inscribe a date in ancient Persian numerals 
on the base of a paperweight is not altogether obvious - to put it mildly!   
 
The 22nd November 1865.  This date fits well with the other information we have. 
 
Was there any significance to this date?  Why should this date be on the base of the dragon?  Fergus said that 
some of the old moulds were dated but he had never found a mould earlier than 1865.  In the year 1865, Belleek 
Pottery exhibited parian figures, along with the more commonplace earthenware, at the Dublin Exhibition of 
that year.  Towards the end of the exhibition, before its closure to the public at the end of October, the judging 
panel completed its deliberations and awarded a medal to Belleek Pottery.  This was the first medal the Pottery 
won in its first appearance in an international exhibition.  It was in fact the very first public recognition of 
Belleek Pottery as a new force in the artistic world. 
 
If we indulge in a little bit of speculation, it might be that the piece was made following the award of the medal 
in this 1865 Dublin Exhibition - this date certainly fits with that event - it could have been some sort of 
celebratory piece to commemorate the winning of the medal - this really is sheer speculation, but a nice theory 
nonetheless.  Another significant event happened at Belleek on November 3rd 1865.  Robert Armstrong wrote 
in his diary that he had finally perfected his version of the cob lustre - he was extremely pleased with this - so a 
second explanation could be that the dragon was made to show off the range of strong colours and delicate 
lustre Belleek could then achieve. 
 
It is certainly a very early piece.  Belleek had no parian ware at all on show in 1864 at a minor exhibition (also 
held in Dublin).  By 1865, at the much more important International Exhibition, they had parian busts - of 
Wesley and Shakespeare  -  Fergus has found the moulds for these pieces, dated April 1865.  November 1865 is 
a few months later, but the dragon is highly decorated and the busts were plain... 
 
...so could this possibly have been the first item of this type?  The exact date when Belleek first made high 
quality parian items for sale is not really known.  It is easy (and patently incorrect) to assume, as many writers 
on Belleek have done, that the first parian production coincided with the arrival of the English craftsmen from 
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Stoke on Trent in 1863.  Armstrong was certainly doing his own trials (using small parian figures as his test 
pieces) well before this date and the comments recorded in his diaries indicate that he had successfully 
emulated the parian recipes of Worcester and several other major companies and then gone on to make his own 
improvements on these recipes.   
 
The question is however not when Belleek parian items were first made as trials or experiments, but when the 
first items were made of sufficient quality, quantity and repeatability that they could go on retail sale.  If we 
accept the November 1865 date, the dragon is very early in Belleek's parian production, certainly amongst the 
first items made that were not figures.   
 
You really have to wonder why the dragon was considered a good choice for inclusion by the museum, when 
by April 1868, the date the museum acquired the items from Kerr's, there were far superior items available from 
the Pottery.  The dragon paperweight apparently possessed a significance that transcended its ugliness and the 
relatively poor standard of its decoration.  We just don't know exactly what this is!  Perhaps it's a combination 
of all three of the possible reasons stated above that made the piece worthy of its place in the Museum. 
 
We have had no success in interpreting the remaining symbols on the piece.  Several theories have been 
advanced and tested, all with a negative result. 
 

1. The symbols are not (as stated by the MoPG) Irish or "Erse" (Celtic origin), Gaelic or ancient Irish 
(Ogham). 

2. The symbols are not Hebrew or from any other modern or ancient language, I have seen. 
3. The symbols are not taken from Freemason symbology. (Robert Armstrong was an active Freemason) 
4. The symbols are not a Masonic Cipher. 
5. Even though the date is in Persian characters - the rest of the symbols are not! 

 
The little dragon paperweight is significant in some way - the key to understanding why almost certainly lies in 
interpreting the mysterious markings on its base.  So far no-one (that I have asked) has been able to interpret the 
remaining symbols.  It sits resplendent on its glass shelf in London's Victoria and Albert museum, a glaring 
mismatch with the other extremely fine and lustrous pieces of Belleek that surround it.  Why is it there?  We 
have never seen this piece anywhere else.  The Pottery appears not to have carried on producing it.  The design 
was not registered nor is it pictured in Armstrong's old photograph album or in any published catalogue or list 
or (to our knowledge) recorded anywhere else.   
 

 
The dragon paperweight remains a mystery. 
 
Perhaps it is just there to taunt all those 
interested in researching Belleek. 
 
 
And so, finally, an appeal: if anyone has 
any clue what the mysterious markings 
mean, if you know the language or code 
that they are written in - and we've 
pursued any number of ancient languages 
and hieroglyphics, not to mention 
Masonic ciphers and other coding 
systems - please get in touch and put me 
out of my misery: I haven't got much hair 
left to lose and this little item has become 
a source of great frustration! 
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Don Clinton's BelleekDon Clinton's BelleekDon Clinton's BelleekDon Clinton's Belleek    
 

Twenty years ago, in June 1993, Don Clinton, one of our US members, the BCIS Belleek Honouree in 1990 
and a true enthusiast for Belleek, began a series of articles which were then published in the "Irish Tribune". 
 

Don wrote the articles and Betty, his wife, took the photographs.  We are reproducing these articles in the 
Newsletter: here is the article Don wrote for the December 1994 issue of the Irish Tribune.   
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Auction Report Auction Report Auction Report Auction Report ----    some exceptional items of Belleek on eBaysome exceptional items of Belleek on eBaysome exceptional items of Belleek on eBaysome exceptional items of Belleek on eBay    
 

BITTERN CENTERPIECE Comport Irish Porcelain Heron 
… reticulated bowl supported by 3 standing bittern herons …base decorated with 
waves and coral and …underside of the bowl is delicately detailed ...some condition 
issues … bowl and base have separated and one of the herons is missing a head. 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$897,  US$897,  US$897,  US$897,  EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: jonesingjonesingjonesingjonesing----forforforfor----itititit, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    

    
Greek Comport 
The gold gilt is just beautiful. [No condition 
report] 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$425US$425US$425US$425        
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334 
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
WATER LILY VASE on ROCKS 
…2 flea bites on outer lip of petals & chip on 
inside of inner petal …a very old age crack 
on base …little or no loss or fading to the 
color or high gloss glaze. 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$US$US$US$2,451.332,451.332,451.332,451.33,   ,   ,   ,       
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: onceonceonceonce----uponuponuponupon, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
Belleek Tulip Vase [right] 
1st mark great condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$520.99US$520.99US$520.99US$520.99    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334    
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
PORCELAIN CORNUCOPIA VASE 
ONE OF THE TRUMPETS HAS BEEN 
BROKEN AND GLUED 
BACK 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £170£170£170£170    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: anchalee21anchalee21anchalee21anchalee21    
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
Spaniel Dog on Cushion 
Paperweight 
…immaculate condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £215£215£215£215    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: muddyfunster2001muddyfunster2001muddyfunster2001muddyfunster2001 
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
Dessert Vine Plate 
8.25"x 2" …small cracks on the 
outer edge and 1 mended crack 
in the vines 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$112.50US$112.50US$112.50US$112.50    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334        
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second Black     Second Black     Second Black     Second Black         
 

BROOCH …small flowers have VERY MINOR LOSSES .. the back 
clip has gone. Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £60,  £60,  £60,  £60,  EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: frozenclockfrozenclockfrozenclockfrozenclock,  ,  ,  ,  Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
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Sardine Box? 
…lidded box with reeded body. There is a 
similar box shown in the Belleek 1904 
catalogue with a fish (sardine) finial … 
couple of small chips 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £186.33, £186.33, £186.33, £186.33, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: stepwyndstepwyndstepwyndstepwynd 
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
Nautilus Shell Vase 
…big Shell sitting on a bed of small shells 
and corals. About 8” tall … excellent 
condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$415, US$415, US$415, US$415, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: ban25ban25ban25ban25 
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second BlackSecond BlackSecond BlackSecond Black    
    
Coalisland Tobacco Jar 
Ulster Pottery …similar in production to 
Belleek, ultra rare. Beautiful detail … 
handle in the form of a pipe! Mint …5.5” 
Sold Sold Sold Sold for: for: for: for: US$480, US$480, US$480, US$480, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: whosno1whosno1whosno1whosno1 
Period: Period: Period: Period: N/AN/AN/AN/A    
    
Figural Shell Pink Coral Flower 
Vase 
…excellent condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$US$US$US$295, EBay seller: 295, EBay seller: 295, EBay seller: 295, EBay seller: tinasuzmartinasuzmartinasuzmartinasuzmar    
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
HANDPAINTED RETICULATED 9 
1/2" PLATE 
4 SCENES, 3 AROUND THE RIM AND A 
CENTER SCENE. SOME MINOR GOLD 
AND BLUE BACKGROUND WEAR 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$611.99US$611.99US$611.99US$611.99    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: pastpastpastpast----andandandand----futurefuturefuturefuture 
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
 

 
FLORAL VASE WITH TULIPS & BOWS 
…THERE ARE THREE MINOR CHIPS ON THE 
PETALS 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$305, US$305, US$305, US$305, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: outoutoutout----theretheretherethere 
Period: Period: Period: Period: Third BlackThird BlackThird BlackThird Black    
    
Flower Vase - Ribbon Motif [Celery vase]  
Exceptional quality. 7" tall …in excellent condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$510, US$510, US$510, US$510, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: extremeextremeextremeextreme----antiquesantiquesantiquesantiques 
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
Thistle Vase 
Extraordinary thistles and leaves base. Incredible 
craftsmanship. Perfect condition, wonderful detail. 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$787.9US$787.9US$787.9US$787.99, 9, 9, 9, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334 
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second BlackSecond BlackSecond BlackSecond Black    
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Painted Celtic Vase 
Perfect condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$391, US$391, US$391, US$391, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334    
Period: Period: Period: Period: Third BlackThird BlackThird BlackThird Black    
    
Pitcher Ewer  
…with a raised pattern …good condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$224.90  (US$224.90  (US$224.90  (US$224.90  (its its its its pair sold $214.50)pair sold $214.50)pair sold $214.50)pair sold $214.50)    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: mtnzookeepermtnzookeepermtnzookeepermtnzookeeper 
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second BlackSecond BlackSecond BlackSecond Black    
    
Florence Jug 
Perfect …"Decoration way 2" colors are wonderful: sky 
blue, pink, purple and green 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$285US$285US$285US$285    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334 
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
Toy Shell Creamer 
…with blue trim …Perfect condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$112.55US$112.55US$112.55US$112.55    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334 
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
Figural Face Creamer Pitcher 
Exceptional quality …4.5" tall …in excellent condition 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$387US$387US$387US$387    

EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: extremeextremeextremeextreme----antiquesantiquesantiquesantiques 
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
    
Lilly Of The Valley Pin Dish 
Mint.  Size/D : 4” x 2.5”x ½”in depth. 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £54£54£54£54    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: thestonerthestonerthestonerthestoneroses89oses89oses89oses89    
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second BlackSecond BlackSecond BlackSecond Black    
    
[Right - Pin dish] 
No chips beautiful colors 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: US$23.39US$23.39US$23.39US$23.39    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: cvovilliacvovilliacvovilliacvovillia, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: First GreenFirst GreenFirst GreenFirst Green    
    

McBirney Dish [Left]     
…mint condition… 5 1/2" x 4 
3/4" 
Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £30£30£30£30    
EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: mr.firswoodmr.firswoodmr.firswoodmr.firswood    
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second BlackSecond BlackSecond BlackSecond Black    
    
Nautilus Shell & Coral 
Creamer  
...or perhaps an individual sauce 
boat … obviously related to their 
Echinus pattern tea set with its 
coral …as new 

                                                                                                                        Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: Sold for: £679.99, £679.99, £679.99, £679.99, EBay EBay EBay EBay seller: seller: seller: seller: beaubowbluebeaubowbluebeaubowbluebeaubowblue, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: FFFFirst Blackirst Blackirst Blackirst Black    
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Porcelain Cladagh Holy Font 
Bleeding heart with open hands around a crown. 
18 cms long …perfect condition 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: £77.85: £77.85: £77.85: £77.85, , , , EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: annabethsannabethsannabethsannabeths    
Period: Period: Period: Period: Third BlackThird BlackThird BlackThird Black    
    
SMALL TUREEN WITH LADLE 
APPROX 8" SIDE TO SIDE x 5" 
GOOD USED CONDITION 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: £: £: £: £137.70, 137.70, 137.70, 137.70, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: saint.gilessaint.gilessaint.gilessaint.giles 
Period: Period: Period: Period: FirstFirstFirstFirst    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
TEA - POT STAND 
BIT OF AGE CRAZING …PHOTO ON THE 
STAND IS OF THE ORGINAL BELLEEK 
POTTERY BUILDING    
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: £192: £192: £192: £192, , , , EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: 6663jil6663jil6663jil6663jil    
Period: Period: Period: Period: Impressed 23/78 for 23Impressed 23/78 for 23Impressed 23/78 for 23Impressed 23/78 for 23rdrdrdrd    week 1878week 1878week 1878week 1878    
    
FEEDING CUP/MUG 
GOOD CONDITION …MEGA RARE 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: £: £: £: £195, 195, 195, 195, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: amoody.028amoody.028amoody.028amoody.028    
Period: Period: Period: Period: FirstFirstFirstFirst    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    

Earthenware Jug 
…decorated with classical figures …12 3/4" high ... two 
hairline cracks 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: £: £: £: £109, 109, 109, 109, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: weeshredweeshredweeshredweeshred 
Period: Period: Period: Period: First BlackFirst BlackFirst BlackFirst Black    
 

New Illustrated Catalogue of Ivory China, 
Parian and Earthenware 1904 [Right] 
…Belleek Pottery Works Co. Limited …Some wear & 
splits 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : £165.86£165.86£165.86£165.86, , , , EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: uknologouknologouknologouknologo    
Period: Period: Period: Period: 1904190419041904    
    

Belleek Pottery Catalog 1928 Vintage and 
Company letter dated 1930 [Left]  
…front board has the remnants of a sticker which I have 
not tried to remove …a little cracking of the gutter inside 
the front page …WITH THE CATALOG is a letter sent 
from the company to a prospective new wholesale 
customer 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : US$202.50,  US$202.50,  US$202.50,  US$202.50,  EBay sEBay sEBay sEBay seller: eller: eller: eller: auldkillieboyauldkillieboyauldkillieboyauldkillieboy    
Period: 1928Period: 1928Period: 1928Period: 1928    
    
Another 1928 (cover is not in the best of shape and is a bit 
tattered and loose)  [right]   
Sold for: Can$112.50Sold for: Can$112.50Sold for: Can$112.50Sold for: Can$112.50    , , , , EBay sellerEBay sellerEBay sellerEBay seller::::    beardsley2000beardsley2000beardsley2000beardsley2000 
    
[[[[Editor: No rare catalogues for ages, then they come along 
like buses!] 
    
BE11 EEK 
Probably UnsProbably UnsProbably UnsProbably Unsold forold forold forold for: : : : £5999£5999£5999£5999    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: aceman57aceman57aceman57aceman57, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: N/AN/AN/AN/A    
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Artichoke Muffin Dish 
Small firing crack under handle, other than that 
perfect condition & very bright gold  
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : US$750.99US$750.99US$750.99US$750.99    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334    
Period: Period: Period: Period: FirstFirstFirstFirst    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
Chinese 15" Dragon Tray 
Perfect condition, minor wear on the edge 

Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : US$US$US$US$814.814.814.814.99999999    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334    
Period: Period: Period: Period: FirstFirstFirstFirst    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
GRASS TEA WARE LARGE TRAY 
…17" by 13 3/4" …in good condition with only 
a very tight hairline 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : US$US$US$US$200, 200, 200, 200, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: mikematemikematemikematemikemate    
Period: Period: Period: Period: FirstFirstFirstFirst    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
14" TRAY CIRCLES PATTERN 
NO DAMAGE. AS NICE AS CAN BE 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : US$US$US$US$1540154015401540    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: mwantsmwantsmwantsmwants    
Period: Period: Period: Period: FirstFirstFirstFirst    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
SCROLL 10" SERVING 
PLATE 
…mint condition 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : £46.99£46.99£46.99£46.99    
EBay seller:EBay seller:EBay seller:EBay seller:    mr.firswoodmr.firswoodmr.firswoodmr.firswood    
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second Second Second Second BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
Chinese Dragon Tea Set 
…2 cups, 2 saucers, creamer, sugar 
and tea pot 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : $1399$1399$1399$1399    
EBay seller:EBay seller:EBay seller:EBay seller:    veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334    
Period: Period: Period: Period: FirstFirstFirstFirst    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    

 
HEXAGON …TEA 
SET w 17" TRAY     
…opal finish with Spring Green Trim and rarer Gold Trim…�No 
conditions issues 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : $999.99,  $999.99,  $999.99,  $999.99,  EBEBEBEBay seller:ay seller:ay seller:ay seller:    frezinsuzenfrezinsuzenfrezinsuzenfrezinsuzen, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: Second Second Second Second BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
Tea Pot With Pink Trim [no condition report] 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : $249, $249, $249, $249, EBay seller:EBay seller:EBay seller:EBay seller:    veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
2 x Belleek Cup & Saucer  [also Cream & Sugar]  
Perfect condition …extremely fine and beautiful to handle    
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: £142.00 (: £142.00 (: £142.00 (: £142.00 (matching matching matching matching cream & sugar sold £103.50)cream & sugar sold £103.50)cream & sugar sold £103.50)cream & sugar sold £103.50)    
EBaEBaEBaEBay seller: y seller: y seller: y seller: carsdirect2001carsdirect2001carsdirect2001carsdirect2001,  ,  ,  ,  Period: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: SecondPeriod: Second    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
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LARGE 14.5” DISH [No.14] 
…SPIDER AND THORN DESIGN 
…14½” BY 14½”… BROKEN IN 
THREE PIECES AND REPAIRED 
Sold fSold fSold fSold for: £99or: £99or: £99or: £99    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: linseyslinseyslinseyslinseys----bazaarbazaarbazaarbazaar    
Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black    
    
Spider Web & Cherry Blossom 
Scalloped Edge Plate [No.16]  
Wonderful vibrant colors...sky blue 

spider…9-1/2" 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : US$610.99US$610.99US$610.99US$610.99, , , ,     
EBay seller: theradgalleryEBay seller: theradgalleryEBay seller: theradgalleryEBay seller: theradgallery    
Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black    
    
TRINKET BOX [No.32]  
…lovely piece …top in good condition 
but base has been reconstructed 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : £57£57£57£57    
EBay seller: somereallygoodstufEBay seller: somereallygoodstufEBay seller: somereallygoodstufEBay seller: somereallygoodstuf    
Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black    
    
PITCHER Cob Lustre [No.10]  
7" tall … excellent condition    
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : US$136.49, US$136.49, US$136.49, US$136.49, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: mikematemikematemikematemikemate    
Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black    
    
Thorn Pitcher [No.42, Right]  
Gilt Floral … Exceptional quality …5.5" 
tall …excellent condition 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : US$US$US$US$404.91404.91404.91404.91    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: extremeextremeextremeextreme----antiquesantiquesantiquesantiques 
Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black    
 
Cup And Saucer [No.2, Left]     
[No condition report] 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : US$175US$175US$175US$175    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334    
Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black    
 
Thorn Cup Saucer [No.4, Right] 
…cup is badly cracked 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : AUAUAUAU$60$60$60$60    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: michaelallenantiquesmichaelallenantiquesmichaelallenantiquesmichaelallenantiques    
Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black    

    
Cup & Saucer-Pink Twig Handle [No.54, Above]  
…perfect condition 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : USUSUSUS$$$$310.99, 310.99, 310.99, 310.99, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: stumptownusastumptownusastumptownusastumptownusa, , , , Period: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First BlackPeriod: First Black    
    
3 Pieces Saucer, Bread Plate and Unusual Cup 
…excellent condition 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : USUSUSUS$$$$89.99, 89.99, 89.99, 89.99, EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: affordablechinaaffordablechinaaffordablechinaaffordablechina, , , , Period: Period: Period: Period: Second &TSecond &TSecond &TSecond &Thirdhirdhirdhird    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
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Creamer Pitcher & Saucer Finner 
…Exceptional quality. … excellent 
condition 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : USUSUSUS$$$$349349349349    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: extremeextremeextremeextreme----antiquesantiquesantiquesantiques    
Period: Second BlaPeriod: Second BlaPeriod: Second BlaPeriod: Second Blackckckck    
    
Cup And Saucer Vine Print 
[No condition report] 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : USUSUSUS$$$$86868686    

EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334 
Period: Period: Period: Period: ThirdThirdThirdThird    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
CUP & SAUCER CIRCLES 
PATTERN 
…NO Damage 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : USUSUSUS$$$$442442442442    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: mwantsmwantsmwantsmwants    
Period: Period: Period: Period: FirstFirstFirstFirst    BlacBlacBlacBlackkkk    
    
Cup And Saucer 
…floral and vine print. Wonderful condition 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : USUSUSUS$$$$76.0176.0176.0176.01    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334veronica133334    
Period: Period: Period: Period: Second & ThirdSecond & ThirdSecond & ThirdSecond & Third    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
Sydney Cup and Saucer 
…with pink tint  …small crack beginning at 
the top edge of cup …the handle has been 
sealed with an epoxy glue.  
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : USUSUSUS$$$$50505050    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: newcastlenewcastlenewcastlenewcastle----uuuu----lymelymelymelyme    
Period: Period: Period: Period: SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
COFFEE CUP FOR MACLEAN 
CLAN 
…CLAN MACLAIN COAT OF ARMS AND MOTTO (NUNQUAM NON 
PARATUS, NEVER UNPREPARED) 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : £66£66£66£66    
EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: 338mpu338mpu338mpu338mpu    
Period: Period: Period: Period: SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
    
    

Art Deco Cup & Saucer 
Beautiful … excellent condition    
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : US$130.50US$130.50US$130.50US$130.50, , , , EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: stumptownusastumptownusastumptownusastumptownusa    
Period: Third BlackPeriod: Third BlackPeriod: Third BlackPeriod: Third Black    
    
SOUVENIR WARE Irish Teapot  
…souvenir from Waterford …has a coral handles … small 
teapot, approximately 5.5” long 3.75" high … excellent 
condition 
Sold forSold forSold forSold for: : : : US$US$US$US$462462462462, , , , EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: EBay seller: jonesingjonesingjonesingjonesing----forforforfor----itititit    
Period: Period: Period: Period: SecondSecondSecondSecond    BlackBlackBlackBlack    
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And FinallyAnd FinallyAnd FinallyAnd Finally    
 

A few more memories of Maureen and Graham Munton... 
 

For nine consecutive years, beginning in 1990 and going on until December1998, Maureen and Graham were 
our gracious and generous hosts in holding the most marvellous and unforgettable Christmas parties at their 
home in Prestbury for the UK Belleek collectors and other friends.  Here are a few selected photos. 

 
December 1992: the full version of a picture shown 
earlier in the Newsletter - Maureen is showing off 
Graham's new growth of beard - Christine 
McCormack is also in on the joke. 
 

 
 
 
 
In December 1995 at home in "the attic", Butley Hall, 
Prestbury, Maureen is assisting Graham Houghton in 
drawing the raffle at that year's Christmas Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Also December 1995, Maureen - 
delighted as she reads a card 
presented to her by Eddie 
Renshaw - she had just been 
given the present of a new 
freezer! Note the teddy bears on 
the card. 
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A group 
photo at 
the 1992 
party, the 
theme 
must have 
been 
black and 
white!  
 
 
A truly 
joyous 
time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Same place, same occasion but different date - this one is from the party in 1994 - can anyone guess what 
the theme was that year?  Headmaster Graham is standing behind Joanna Urbanek and schoolgirl 
Maureen, who is next to Patricia McCauley. 
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Just one more group photo... 
this is from the first Christmas 
party M&G held for us - in 1990 
- there seem to be most of the 
"usual suspects" present. 
 
 
This all brings back some 
wonderful memories - there will 
never be a couple to match 
Maureen and Graham in their 
style, enthusiasm and kindness.  
 
Here's to them! 
 
 
 

 
TheTheTheThe    followingfollowingfollowingfollowing    pictures were taken at the 1997 BCIS Convention, held at the Moat pictures were taken at the 1997 BCIS Convention, held at the Moat pictures were taken at the 1997 BCIS Convention, held at the Moat pictures were taken at the 1997 BCIS Convention, held at the Moat 
House Hotel in Etruria, House Hotel in Etruria, House Hotel in Etruria, House Hotel in Etruria, formerly Josiah Wedgwood's house in formerly Josiah Wedgwood's house in formerly Josiah Wedgwood's house in formerly Josiah Wedgwood's house in StStStStokeokeokeoke----onononon----Trent.Trent.Trent.Trent.    
 

Firstly an "official" photograph - here are Graham 
and Maureen with Brian Henton and Colin Strong 
(standing).  The Mayor of Stoke-on-Trent, Doug 
Brown and his Consort (left) are sitting with Lady 
Marion Langham, our President. 
 
Why are the four of them dressed up like this?  Well, 
they were playing the parts of Armstrong and his 
wife, Bloomfield and McBirney in a little 
entertainment for our Convention.  We had this photo 
opportunity to "meet the founders of Belleek" 
 
 
Finally two more candid shots - Maureen and 
Graham, when they thought no-one was watching!    


