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Contacts: 
 

Chris Marvell  is the Newsletter editor.  Please let him have your contributions for future Newsletters, comments, suggestions, letters 

for publication, criticisms etc.  If you want, Gina Kelland is still happy to receive material for the Newsletter: she will be assisting 

Chris with her advice and proofreading.  If you are sending published articles please either get Copyright clearance yourself or 

enclose the details of the publisher so Chris can ask for permission.   You can contact Chris by email to editor@belleek.org.uk 
 

Chris and Bev Marvell publish and distribute the Newsletter.  Chris has set up a database which forms the Groupôs ñdigitalò archive, 

keeping a record of relevant publications and photographs (including photos etc. gathered at meetings and not published in the 

Newsletter).  Some or all of this information will be available on the Internet as our website develops -  working with Simon 

Whitlock, we intend to publish all the back issues of the Newsletter and all of the research done by our Group members on our 

website.  If you have questions about the publication and distribution of the Newsletter, contact Chris or Bev by email at 

publisher@belleek.org.uk. 
 

The Groupôs Chairman is Patricia Russell MBE , email chairman@belleek.org.uk 
 

Our Treasurer is Paul Ewings, contact him by email at treasurer@belleek.org.uk 
 

The Group's Administrator is Bev Marvell, email to administrator@belleek.org.uk  
 

Our website is administered by Simon Whitlock and can be found at http://www.belleek.org.uk/.  To contact Simon, the 

Webmaster, send email to webmaster@belleek.org.uk. 
 

There is a separate email address to make contact with researchers within the group.  This is research@belleek.org.uk.  For 

information on the annual raffle or to buy tickets, email raffle@belleek.org.uk. 

 

Credits 
 

Photographs:       Briane Carter, Paul Ewings, Simon Whitlock, Eddie Murphy, Pat and Paul Tubb and Chris Marvell. 
 

Articles by:    Eddie Murphy, Briane Carter, Pat and Paul Tubb and Simon Whitlock. 
 

Other material: Don Clinton, Helen Rankin, Elaine Ewings, Charles Easthope and Jan Golaszewski. 
 

Acknowledgements: The Guardian on the Wedgwood Museum court ruling, Wikipedia on Robert Maxwell, Belleek website 

www.belleek.ie., Newark New Jersey Museum, The Bowl Company for details of the Aran ware for sale, 

Belhorn Auctions, Viewback Auctions Omagh, Stephen Church of Church's China. 

 

Forthcoming Events 
 

24th and 25th March 2012 Spring Meeting, Portsmouth, hosted by Pat and Brian Russell 

 

14th and 15th July 2012 AGM, Coventry, hosted by Eileen and Bernard Burgham 

 

October 2012   Venue and date to be advised. 

 

December 2012  Christmas Party hosted by Bev and Chris Marvell, Derbyshire, date and theme to                        

    be advised. 

 

Newsletter Deadlines 
 

Summer 2012:    Deadline for articles and other material is 15th June 2012. 

 

Cover Pictureé  

Detail from a first period earthenware teapot stand or trivet.  This is a highly rare and unusual example, decorated with a 

transfer print and hand coloured.  The subject is entitled "The Origin of the Harp" and will be fully explained in Eddie 

Murphy's article on Teapot Stands. 

 
This publication is made on behalf of the UK Belleek Collectorsô Group.  It is dedicated to improving our knowledge and appreciation of Belleek, the Ware and the 

Pottery.  It is not for profit and intended for the members of the Group and those with like interests.  We try to acknowledge and obtain permission for any material or 

images used.  If however you feel that material has been used which breaches your copyright and this causes you a problem, please get in touch with the editor at 
editor@belleek.org.uk and the item will be removed.                                 
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From the Editoré  
Unintended consequences... or how a boy born in Czechoslovakia to Jewish parents, named Ján Ludvík Hyman Binyamin Hoch, 
has by his actions jeopardised one of Britain's greatest cultural assets.  It can happen that an idea or plan to solve a particular 

problem, usually considered at first to be ingenious or even brilliant, can turn out to have alarmingly perverse consequences - 

even the complete opposite of what was intended - Here are a few examples of this: 
 

¶ In King William III's reign, someone in his government had a brilliant idea... what about taxing households based on the 

number of windows that their house had - it was simple to calculate and easy to administer, you just had to count the 

windows and give the bill to the householder.  The tax was introduced in 1696 but it was soon clear it was not producing the 

revenue expected - people were bricking up their existing windows and new houses were being built with fewer windows!  

This had become a serious problem by 1718 and the legacy of this tax can still be seen today in Georgian buildings with their 

blanked out windows.   It was reported that the production of glass from 1810 remained almost the same despite the large 

increase in population and building of new houses.  Complaints from the medical profession and enlightened individuals 

rapidly grew as the industrial revolution and urbanisation created mass housing and crowded cities and raised the spectre of 

epidemics.  They argued that the lack of windows tended to create dark, damp tenements which were a source of disease and 

ill -health.  The campaigners eventually won the argument and in 1851 the Act was repealed and replaced by a house tax. 

¶ In 1990, The State of Victoria in Australia made safety helmets compulsory for all cyclists.  Sounds highly sensible, doesn't 

it... indeed there was a reduction in head injuries.  It was only later that it was realised that the reduction was caused largely 

by there simply being fewer cyclists: youngsters considered the helmets to be unfashionable and so stopped cycling - the 

decrease in exercise increased obesity and actually made the children less healthy. 

¶ Prohibition in the USA in the 1920's to suppress the alcohol trade drove legitimate small time alcohol suppliers out of 

business and consolidated the grip that organised crime had on the trade. 

¶ The CIA provided covert funding for the Mujahideen in Afghanistan during the days of the Russian conflict there - this 

funded and contributed to the rise of Al-Qaeda. 

¶ Rabbits introduced for food in Australia have now caused an ecological disaster because of their explosive and uncontrolled 

breeding.  The same thing has happened many times with other well intentioned introductions of alien species. 

¶ Theobald Mathew's temperance campaign in 19th-century Ireland (where thousands of people vowed never to drink alcohol 

again) led to the consumption of diethyl ether, a much more dangerous intoxicant, by those unwilling to break their pledge. 
 

I'm sure you get the picture.  But why am I banging on about this?  Well it's just that we are now seeing a classic example of an 

unintended consequence concerning the Wedgwood Museum.  UK Group members who attended our meeting there will agree that 

this is a magnificent creation and a great asset to Stoke on Trent and the United Kingdom.  If you read this Newsletter, the antiques  

trade press or merely take a passing interest in the subject in the press and on television, you will have heard of the sorry plight of this 

wonderful, award winning, world-class museum which has received £9million of Heritage Lotteries funding. 
 

In a nutshell, the Wedgwood Museum in Barlaston, Stoke-on-Trent now faces being forced to sell its historic collection of china, 

masterpieces by Stubbs, Romney and Reynolds, and an unsurpassed archive linked to the nation's social and industrial history.  On 

19th December 2011, judges in Birmingham ruled that the pottery collection owned by the museum was an asset of Waterford 

Wedgwood Potteries, which went bust in 2009. The collection can now be sold to pay off creditors, the largest of which is the Pension 

Protection Fund tasked with solving the £134 million black hole left in the pension scheme when Waterford Wedgwood failed. 
 

And the main reason for this calamitous state of affairs? 
 

Well this is where the hero of the piece comes in: he is also known as Robert Maxwell, who in the 1990's used hundreds of millions of 

pounds from his companies' pension funds to shore up Mirror Group shares, to save his companies from bankruptcy.  Maxwell's theft 

was eventually partly repaid from public funds with the result that Mirror Group pensioners received about 50% of their company 

pension entitlement.  On 5 November 1991, at the age of 68, Maxwell was presumed to have fallen overboard from his luxury yacht, 

the Lady Ghislaine, which was cruising off the Canary Islands, and his body was subsequently found floating in the Atlantic Ocean.  

His sensational death caused huge financial instability and the Maxwell Companies finally filed for bankruptcy in 1992.   
 

To get the Government off this particular hook of coming up with missing pension money when someone had misused or simply run 

off with fund's money, legislation was enacted to ensure that ANY organisation linked to a pension scheme could be held responsible 

for pension shortfalls.  In this case the organisation is the Wedgwood Museum. 
 

Although the museum had not been connected to the Wedgwood company for almost 50  years, five of its employees were part of the 

Pottery Group Pension Plan's 7,000-member scheme.  Because those five became employees of the Wedgwood Museum seven years 

ago, the court has ruled that the administrators of the museum are now liable for the £134m.  The Wedgwood company is bust, 

remember, sold for a pittance, without any liabilities, to a U.S. concern - so the museum is now solely liable to pay  this debt.  Simon 

Wedgwood, one of Josiah's descendents, was reported as saying: "The Wedgwood Museum é was specifically set up by a family well 

known for its altruism, and as they realised the cultural and artistic value of the heritage.  It is shocking that a change in law and 

method of paying the museum staff in recent years should have such appalling and unintended results for a publicly available 

collection of national, if not international importance." 
 

If the Museum is now closed, its collection sold and archives scattered, it will be a national disgrace.   UNESCO has identified the 

Wedgwood Museum as one of the top 20 British cultural assets and the head of UNESCO has condemned the current state of affairs.  

Let's just hope something can still be done at this 11th hour or we will lose yet another part of our ceramics heritage due to some well 

intentioned but hastily written legislation - surely no-one foresaw this particular consequence.                                                   CM 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theobald_Mathew_(temperance_reformer)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethanol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diethyl_ether
http://www.guardian.co.uk/culture/gallery/2010/jun/26/museums-heritage
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/waterford-wedgwood
http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/waterford-wedgwood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Mona_K
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canary_Islands
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News from Belleek Pottery 
 
Belleek Meets President Higgins at Showcase Ireland 

24 January 2012  

 

We had a great opening day at Showcase Ireland at the RDS, Dublin! The 

President of the Irish Republic, Michael D. Higgins was there to officially 

open the show and we were delighted and honoured to be one of six 

companies selected to officially meet the him! 

 

Pictured on the right are Managing Director John Maguire (centre) and 

Sales Manager James Callaghan (right) meeting President Higgins (left) 

and showing him items from the beautiful new 'Aran' tableware collection, 

with which he was very impressed. 

 

The Showcase Ireland Exhibition ran from January 22nd ï 25th and The Belleek Group were proud to launch 

an exciting range of product across all brands for 2012!  

 

The Belleek Aran range has now been fully 

launched by the Pottery and is available from a 

number of sources, including Amazon.com.  Here 

are a number of items that it is now possible to 

purchase.  

 

The official description of the new ware is: 

 

"The designers at Belleek have been inspired by the 

rustic but beautiful hand knit patterns found on the 
Aran Islands which lie on the most westerly point of 
Europe, across from Galway Bay. Hand knitting has 
been popular in Ireland since the 17th century. Each 
unique pattern originates from different families and 
holds its own name and story. The Aran collection is 
complemented by accent patterns such as Cable, 
Tree of Life and Fisherman, which can be mixed to 
enhance your table." 
 

Left is a 10 inch dinner plate priced at US $30. 

 

 

Above are illustrated the mug (US$25), cereal bowl (US$25) and two accent plates, the "C able"  design and 

the "Tree of Life" design, both priced at US$25.  Other products are available in this range - contact the 

Pottery for full details. 
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Group News 
 

Not news but maybe some information of interest.  If you recall, in the previous Newsletter, I asked if anyone 

could identify all the people in this old group photo, which was included for comparison with an up-to-date one.  

I knew quite a few but Charles and Fiona Easthope have come up trumps, so here is the story of this 

photograph. 
 

 

"The group photograph in the Newsletter was taken in our back garden by Marion (Langham) using her own 

camera, when we held the meeting at our house.  I'm not sure which year but I have a letter from Henry Sandon 

somewhere in the house which would tell us - he sent his apologies for not being able to attend - but I cannot 

find it at the moment.  I know it was the summer AGM and I think the year was 1995." 
 

The group consists of (from left to right): 
 

Joanna Urbanek, Charles Easthope, Brian Scott and Brenda Scott (at the back, partially obscured), 

Christine McCormack , Jim Howden, Jan Golaszewski (crouching at the front), Brenda Henton (at the 

back) Graham Munton  (standing in front of her) Jackie Howden, Brian Henton (at the back), Janine 

Davies, Gary Davies (at the back), Peter McCormack (in front of him), Karen Kincheloe, Maureen 

Munton  (at the back), Sheila Houghton (in front), Chris Marvell  (at the back), Eddie Murphy  (in front of 

him), Kathy Owen (in front of him), Graham Houghton (at the back), Bev Marvell (in front of him), 

Melanie Whitlock  (in front of her), David Reynolds (at the back), hidden, but probably Linda Murphy , 

Simon Whitlock, Fiona Easthope (at the front), possibly Melanie Whitlock's mum (hidden at the back), 

Eddie Renshaw, Doris Campbell's son/in law, Doris Campbell (at the front with her grandchild), Liz 

Renshaw (at the back), probably Doris's daughter/in law (hidden), Fiona (our daughter Charlotte's friend at 

the front), Charlotte (our daughter, this last two were our volunteer kitchen help for the meeting).  Marion of 

course is not in the picture! 
 

I'm sure you'll agree that this is such a good photo and a nice way of remembering those members who are no 

longer with us. 
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We have received notification of a meeting of the Northern Ireland Group from Helen Rankin. 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING  
 

NORTHERN IRELAND BELLEEK COLLECTORS GROUP  

TO BEHELD ON FRIDAY 30
th

 MARCH 2011 

IN BELLEEK POTTERY AV ROOM  
Dear Members           27

th
 February 2012 

 

Friday 30
th

 March 2012 
 

12.30pm   Meet for Lunch in the Pottery Café  

1.30pm  Meeting to be held in AV Room of Pottery  

 

Agenda   Minutes of Meeting  25.11.11 

  Matters Arising 

  Secretaryôs Report 

  Treasurerôs Report 

  Presidentôs Report 

  Any Other Business 

 

** Proposal to hold a 155
th

 Anniversary Event  to be held over the weekend of: 

Friday 15
th

 June & Saturday 16
th

 June 2012 
 

Suggestions and possible programme to be discussed at the meeting 

 

Ed:  I'm sure UK members will be interested in this proposal from the NI Group to hold a 155th Anniversary 

Event at Belleek.   

 

This can be discussed at our forthcoming Portsmouth meeting on 24th and 25th March, it is possible that 

Fergus Cleary who is joining us in Portsmouth will have more information by then.  If any of our members or 

associates will be in Ireland over this weekend they could well be able to attend this event: contact Helen 

Rankin (the NI Group Hon. Secretary) or Patricia McCauley the (NI Group President) via 

editor@belleek.org.uk. 
 
 

From Jan Golaszewski 
 

Note from the Editor:  Tony Fox and Bev Marvell have NOT yet concluded their series of articles on Belleek 

black mark teaware - this will be back again in the next issue of the Newsletter!
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The Autumn Meeting in Oundle, near Peterborough 
 
Hosted by Diana Awdry.  Saturday 23rd July and 
Sunday 24th July 

 

On the right is Diana's wonderful home, formerly a 

station on the old Midland Railway, now converted into a 

magnificent house.  It is built in the vernacular stone with 

chimneys to match the style of some of the important 

properties in the area. 

 

On the Saturday we arrived in good time for lunch at Diana 

Awdryôs home in Oundle. As the house is converted from 

the old station, the lounge is in the former ticket office, still 

retaining the original doors and windows. When the 

Midland Railway had originally built the station, they had 

obviously built it to last - with the highest quality 

construction and some fixtures and fittings that still survive 

today.  It was such a beautiful sunny day that we could take 

our lunch outside onto the garden patio (this is in fact the 

old station platform!) to enjoy it. 

 

Food and drink was 

supplied in 

abundance... 

 

 

 

It was lovely to meet 

for the first time 

members Patricia & 

Keith Brigstock who 

had brought along a 

rare 2-strand flat rod 

basket for us to admire. 
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Above: Patricia and Keith Brigstock with Pat 

Tubb; our "picnic" on the former station 

platform - Diana Awdry with Linda Murphy 

and Patricia again.. 
 

Above left: underside and detail of the flat rod 

basket.  Left: Neptune teaware - a rare blue 

and gilt cup and saucer.  Below left: more of 

Diana's collection.  Below: Neptune again - a 

rare butterscotch colouration this time. 
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Following our visit to Diana's we made the most 

of the wonderful weather and many of us visited 

local places of interest.  

 

 

  

We had a good look at the lovely small town of Oundle, the 

buildings largely constructed of the local stone, glowing in 

the afternoon sunshine. 

 

Some views of picturesque Oundle. 

 

Many of us met up in the evening at the Benefield 

Wheatsheaf for dinner.  This is in a very small village just 

to the West of Oundle.  Here we are, seated before an 

excellent meal. 
 

Below: our group for dinner - minus Chris Marvell the 

photographer as usual and the venue, the Wheatsheaf at 

Benefield. 
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The Bridge Hotel, Thrapston - our venue for the meeting on Sunday. 

 

Sunday 16th October - The UK 
Group Meeting 
 

On Sunday 16th October Members gathered for their autumn 

meeting at the Bridge Hotel in Thrapston, Northants. The 

Chairman, Pat Russell, welcomed everyone and apologies were 

reported. A warm welcome was extended to new Members 

Patricia and Keith Brigstock, who introduced themselves and 

told of how they started collecting Belleek. We were all 

pleased to see Brian Henton and his friend Cathy. 

 

Group Business 
 

Voting slips for the Devotee Award would be sent out with the 

details of the Christmas events, and Patricia McCauley  

will present the award at the March meeting [Ed: Fergus 

Cleary will now be coming over instead of Patricia]. Paul and 

Elaine Ewings summarised their plans for hosting a Christmas 

drinks evening on Friday 2nd December and a trip to Lincoln 

Christmas Market on Saturday 3rd. Pat and Brian Russell will 

host a meeting in Portsmouth on 24/25th March 2012, and 

some possible activities were outlined. The date of the AGM 

has been changed to 14/15th July due to an Olympic event 

taking place in Coventry the weekend after (and affecting some 

roads). 

 

Above right: Pat Russell our Chairman and Bev Marvell our 

Administrator prepare for the meeting. 

 

Right: Brian Henton with Cathy. 
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Belleek in General 
 

The Chairman has refused requests for valuations. A 

separate enquiry about a plate was passed to our Group 

expert on teaware. A non-member had made contact with a 

Member about an item for sale; ways to approach this were 

discussed. A newspaper article has reported the re-issue of 

the Irish Blessing plate. The whole verse has not been 

printed, but this may be reviewed. 

 

Right: Pat Russell with Keith and Patricia Brigstock and 

Pat Tubb 

 

Below left: Cathy and Brian chat with Jan Golaszewski 

over coffee 

 

Below right: our Treasurer Paul Ewings with Pat Tubb 

 

 

Above: Elaine Ewings chats with Diana Awdry 

who very kindly hosted the meeting. 

 

Left: Fiona Easthope with Pat Russell 
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Report on the BCIS Convention, Chicago, 15ð18 September 2011 
 

Elaine and Paul Ewings talked about attending their first Convention, which was hosted by the Windy City 

Chapter. They hadn't realised how packed the programme would be, and were therefore pleased that they'd 

visited Chicago the previous weekend while visiting Elaine's brother and family in Indiana. They described 

their impressions of this wonderful city while showing a selection of photos, before going on to summarise 

some of the Convention activities.  These included talks by UK Group Members Eddie Murphy (on teapot 

stands) and Paul and Pat Tubb ('Hunting for Headstones'). Amongst other contributions, Trevor Rankin from 

the Northern Ireland Chapter gave a talk entitled 'You Can Never Have Too Many Belleek Baskets' and the new 

Honouree, Briane Carter of the Phoenix Chapter, described her 'Ultimate Belleek Christmas Ornament 

Collection'.  

 

The owner of the Pottery, George Moore, also gave an update on the business. However it wasn't all work and 

no play (if you can call listening to such fascinating talks work). The Windy City Girls had organised 

marvellous dinners and entertainment. On the first evening people were soothed by harpist Aislinn Gagliardi 

then the next night, in complete contrast, the entertainment was by the bagpipes and drums of the Emerald 

Society of the Chicago Police Department. At the gala dinner the wonderful youngsters of the Weber Irish 

Dance Group left watchers feeling exhausted, then the Larkin and Moran Brothers band played their Irish/Celtic 

music to great acclaim. A coach trip to see the sights of Chicago was also a popular event, with the opportunity 

to take plenty of photos.  

 

Linda Murphy was reminded that earlier in the week she had bravely stepped out onto the glass platform at the 

top of the Sears Tower! At the end of the Convention most attendees managed to squeeze some extra Belleek 

into their suitcases, whether from the two tempting sales rooms or the from the auction, raffle and table prizes. 

Most of all it was an opportunity to meet like-minded collectors from all over the world to enjoy our shared 

passion.                              [there are many illustrations of the Convention in the previous Newsletter, No. 32/3] 

 

Pat Tubb's update on the Headstones Project 
 

Back to the Group meeting, where Pat Tubb gave an update on her 

talk at the Convention about the Headstones Project. Since 2005 

Paul and Pat have researched the important potters who travelled 

from Stoke to Belleek and then to Trenton, New Jersey. Bromley, 

Gallimore and Swann are buried in Trenton but their graves are 

unmarked. Pat and Paul have been working tirelessly to raise the 

money needed to erect headstones, and showed pictures of the style 

of plaque that will be bought and an example of the wording. At the 

Convention, Pat sold pieces of her Clones knot lace (a type of 

crochet work), which ranged from greetings cards to a wonderful 

collar. Large examples of the Belleek logo, one green and one black, 

were auctioned and raised a magnificent $600. The UK Group 

donated cufflinks made from our enamel badges, and the delegates 

donated many other items for auction. For example, Olga Clarke 

gave a statue of Saint Patrick, and a prototype 'Aran' plate, 

authenticated by Fergus on the reverse, was sold for $430. The total 

required for the headstone fund was $5514 and the auction 

proceedings reached a fantastic $2950. When added to previously 

raised funds only $73 was required, which was immediately donated 

by the Empire Chapter. Pat was overwhelmed by everyone's 

generosity and enthusiasm. Pat and Paul showed the UK Group 

pictures of a Willet's basket and an Ott and Brewer mirror frame, 

reputed to be by Bromley. 



UK Belleek Collectorsõ Group Newsletter 33/1 March 2012 

Page 14 

Slide Show of three Belleek Collections in the USA 
 

Chris and Bev Marvell showed photos taken on their visits to 

three collections in Seattle and Chicago.  A great number of 

slides of wonderful Belleek were shown, being items from 

the collections of Del Domke and Syd and Carolyn 

Darlington in Seattle and Kay and Pauline Corcoran in 

Chicago.  Some remarkable and unique items.  Some of these 

items will be illustrated in articles in future issues of the 

Newsletter where appropriate. 

 

Eddie Murphy's talk on Teapot Stands 
 

Eddie Murphy gave fascinating a talk on teapot stands, which 

was a repeat of his talk at the International Convention and is 

the subject of a Newsletter article in this issue. 

 

Right: Eddie beginning his presentation. 

 

 

This was followed by Lunch in the dining room of the Bridge 

Hotel. Here (on the right) are Pat, Patrick and Paul Tubb 

preparing to enjoy it. 

 

When we returned to our lecture room, we settled down to 

await the talk from our guest speaker. 

 

 

 

 

Our Guest 
Speaker, Sue Whitehouse 
 

Our guest speaker Sue Whitehouse, a friend of meeting host Diana, 

then gave a talk entitled 'Postcard Collecting and Where it Led Me'. 

Her interest is in postcards, buttons and ceramics (in that order), in 

particular in relation to railway towns and related industries. Sue 

works for the Talyllyn preserved railway in mid Wales. Her first 

postcards were obtained as a child from her father. Then as a 

teenager she began collecting cards made by Photochrome in 

Tunbridge Wells. The postcards, which date from 1905 to the 

present, give an appreciation of the beauty of Britain.  

 

Left: Sue with a map of her progress on her walk 

 

Sue was inspired by a TV drama about a walk from Land's End to 

John O'Groats, which showed views on some of her cards, and the 

idea was planted to attempt such a walk herself around the time of 

her 50th birthday! In April 2005 Sue left her home in Tywyn for 

Land's End. She stayed at youth hostels, B&Bs and campsites.  
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She was minimally equipped with tent and other 

essentials, but still had 36 lb on her back while she 

walked 12ï13 miles a day. The comment heard most 

often was: "That looks heavy, where are you going?" Sue 

was very entertaining in recounting anecdotes about the 

people she met along the way, their kind offers of help 

(especially of cups of tea), and the places she visited. Her 

route took her past many of the scenes in her postcard 

collection. In southern Scotland Sue became aware of a 

knee injury, and by the time Edinburgh and Perth were 

reached she caught a virus as well and realised she 

couldn't continue walking. Putting her health first, she 

caught a train to Inverness and then a bus to John 

O'Groats. Sue raised £4000 for her three chosen charities: 

Talyllyn Railway, Diabetes UK and her local church. 

 

Above left: Sue at the start of the walk at Land's End. 

 

Above left: two postcards from her collection - walking 

sometimes isn't easy! 

 

Right: after the talk, Chairman Pat Russell showed our 

appreciation for her interesting presentation with a gift 

from the Group. 
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Bring and Tell ð The 
theme was 'Small is 
Beautiful' 
 

Right: the Bring and Tell items 

laid our for our inspection. 

 

 

 

Francis Kiddle (below) started 

proceedings and told of how his 

grandfather's collection of Royal 

Worcester was given away by his 

step-grandmother.  

 

 

 

Recently a 98-year-old cousin gave him a 

"small" part of the collection: a vase with 

lid that has a broken finial. He hoped for 

advice on a restorer to make it "beautiful". 

 

Jan Golaszewski (below) showed 

Doulton models of two children, which 

were purchased when at a Belleek 

Convention in L.A. He expressed his 

feelings about how these children were 

both small and beautiful. 

 

 

Joanna Urbanek (left) had two 

mementos of the Stoke Convention. One 

was a small three-footed spill and the 

other a small picture of UK Members in 

fancy dress. 
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Chris Marvell  (left) 

opened a little box that 

contained two tiny 1st 

period salt spoons in the 

shape of mussel shells 

(right). He explained how 

they had been purchased 

from an auction that took 

place after the 2007 

Convention at Belleek at 

the Manor House Hotel at 

Killadeas. They were at the 

back of a case in a rather 

dark room, and are "little treasures". 

 

Diana Awdry  (right) showed a small cup 

and saucer, unmarked, that was given to her 

when aged 3 or 4. She said that it's a miracle 

that it has survived so long, through several 

house moves. 

 

Sue Whitehouse, our guest speaker (above), had brought along two pieces: a small coffee can with a forget-

me-not pattern in the shape of a W, which is believed to be Goss, and a Goss armorial piece with a Henley on 

Thames crest. Her late father used to row and took the family to Henley Regatta. 

 

The judges Keith and Pat 

chose Jan as the winner, 

and he received a (small) 

prize.  

  

Gifts were also presented 

to Sue and Eddie for their 

talks and to Diana for 

organising the weekend. 

Brian Henton passed on 

love to all from Liz and 

Eddie Renshaw in 

France. 

 

Above: Jan gets his prize from Pat Brigstock.....      Pat Russell thanking Diana Awdry with another present. 
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The Christmas Get-together in Ripley and Lincoln 
 

We held our annual Christmas jaunt in Lincoln in 2011, 

visiting the famous and very popular medieval market 

at the historic city.  On the night before, Elaine and 

Paul Ewings invited us all to their home in Ripley for 

another Christmas celebration, a chance to see their 

Belleek collection and for the raffle draw.   
 

As shown here, the visit to Elaine and Paul's was yet 

another opportunity to chat and eat, drink and be merry 

in our customary way. 

 

Left: here are the raffle prizes and above 

one of the winners - Chris Reynolds with 

the Greek plate.  The full results are given 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1. Echinus Plate - Diana Awdry 

2. Greek Plate ï Chris Reynolds 

3. Individual Sugar ï Rachel Downy (Eddie Murphy's granddaughter) 

4. Leaf Plate ï Paul Ewings 

5. Pair Salts ï Robin Wootton 

6. 1981 Xmas Plate -  Eileen Burgham  

7. Vase ï Linda Murph y 

8. Bracelet ï Chris Reynolds 

9. Chicago 2011 Convention Plate ï Brian Henton 
 

Right: Eddie Murphy with recently purchased "hand and shell" celebrating on behalf of his granddaughter 
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And the UK Group Honouree of the Year (2011)  was...  
 

... Pat Tubb 
 

Right - a winning team: 

Pat with Paul and 

Patrick. 

Left: At the Chicago 

Convention - Pat with 

Patricia McCauley and 

Angela Moore, Pat with 

our honourary actioneer, 

Dean Bagnall and the 

green mark crochet 

panel  auctioned for the 

Appeal. 
 

Pat, Paul and Patrick sent us this St. Patrick's Day greeting along with this Shamrock motif made by Pat 

�I�U�R�P���D���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q���L�Q���(�L�W�K�Q�H���'�¶�$�U�F�\�¶�V���E�R�R�N���µ�,�U�L�V�K���&�U�R�F�K�H�W�¶ (above). 

 

May Blessings Surround You for Ever and a Day.  
�+�D�S�S�\���6�W���3�D�W�U�L�F�N�·�V���'�D�\���W�R���D�O�O���R�X�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���I�D�P�L�O�\���Z�K�H�U�H�Y�H�U you 

may be.  
Love from Pat, Paul & Patrick.  

 

This award by the UK Group, which will be presented at the March meeting, was warmly applauded as it is 

richly deserved.  Pat is a stalwart of the Group, a leading light (with Paul of course!) in the research that we 

carry out (see the articles in this Newsletter) and not least dogged and dedicated in her work towards getting the 

proper recognition and headstones for the graves of the English potters from Belleek who emigrated to the 

USA.  Pat and Paul have carried on with this over many years, never giving up in spite of the large amount of 

money needing to be raised. 

Congratulations, Pat! 


