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Contacts:
Chris Marvell is the Newsletter editor. Please let him have your contributions for future Newsletters, comments, suggestions, letters
for publication, criticisms etc. If you want, Gina Kelland is still happy to receive material for the Newsletter: she will be assisting
Chris with her advice and proofreading. If you are sending published articles please either get Copyright clearance yourself or
enclose the details of the publisher so Chris can ask for permission. You can contact Chris by an email to editor@belleek.org.uk
Chris and Bev Marvell publish and distribute the Newsletter. Chris has set up a database which forms the Group’s “digital” archive,
keeping a record of relevant publications and photographs (including photos etc. gathered at meetings and not published in the
Newsletter). Some or all of this information will be available on the Internet as our website develops - working with Simon
Whitlock, we intend to publish all the back issues of the Newsletter and all of the research done by our Group members on our
website. If you have questions about the publication and distribution of the Newsletter, contact Chris or Bev by email at
publisher@belleek.org.uk.
The Group’s Chairman is Eddie Murphy, email chairman@belleek.org.uk
Our Treasurer is Brian Russell, contact him by email at treasurer@belleek.org.uk
The position of Group Administrator is vacant at present so email to administrator@belleek.org.uk will come through to Chris
Marvell who will pass it on to the most appropriate person.
Our website is administered by Simon Whitlock and can be found at http://www.belleek.org.uk/. To contact Simon, the
Webmaster, send email to webmaster@belleek.org.uk.
There is a separate email address to make contact with researchers within the group. This is research@belleek.org.uk. For
information on the annual raffle or to buy tickets, contact Linda Murphy at raffle@belleek.org.uk.

Credits
Photographs:

Contributions from many of our members – see the text. Pat and Paul Tubb, Brian Russell, Tom Proteau,
Chris Marvell, Margaret and David Montgomery, Eddie Murphy and Patty and Ron (Meadow Lane Shops)

Articles by:

Pat Tubb, Tony Fox, Brian Russell, Eddie Murphy and wonderful contributions from many of our
Members.

Other material:

Del Domke, Linda and Eddie Murphy, Jan Golaszewski and Pat and Brian Russell.

Acknowledgements:

Flags courtesy of www.theodora.com/flags used with permission, The Fermanagh Herald, The Impartial
Reporter, Quex Park House and Museum, Charles M. Schulz for the Peanuts cartoon, The Wedgwood
Museum http://www.wedgwoodmuseum.org.uk and Belleek Pottery http://www.belleek.ie

Forthcoming Events
25th and 26th July 2009

20th Anniversary Meeting, Coventry, hosted by Pat, Paul and Patrick Tubb

12th and 13th Sept. 2009

Special Meeting, Knockninny, Northern Ireland with N.I. Group
arranged by Tracy and Paddy McKee

17th and 18th Oct. 2009

Autumn Meeting, Bristol, hosted by Maureen and Robin Wootton

13th and 14th Feb. 2010

New Zealand Belleek Collectors Group, Tauranga, North Island, NZ, hosted
by Margaret and David Montgomery

Newsletter Deadlines
Autumn 2009:

Deadline for articles and other material is 11th September.

Cover Picture… A Birthday Candlestick! …a Belleek Piano Candlestick.
This is a rare first period example, highly decorated in Raphaelesque colours.
The background is the New York skyline seen from close to the home of a New Jersey Member.
This publication is made on behalf of the UK Belleek Collectors’ Group. It is dedicated to improving our knowledge and appreciation of Belleek, the
Ware and the Pottery. It is not for profit and intended for the members of the Group and those with like interests. We try to acknowledge and obtain
permission for any material or images used. If however you feel that material has been used which breaches your copyright and this causes you a
problem, please get in touch with the editor at editor@belleek.org.uk and the item will be removed.
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From the Editor…
What a fabulous Convention in New Jersey! It was the first one that Bev and I had attended in the USA and it
was a wonderful, friendly gathering – just what you would expect when Belleekers get together from around the
World. Pat Tubb has put a very good report together and this appears in the Newsletter. This Convention had
fewer attendees than previous ones and this was rightly attributed to the severe economic downturn which has
hit the USA even harder than the UK and Ireland. In spite of this, the Convention was highly successful and
because of the smaller numbers, had a much more intimate feel with more opportunities to talk (in the Bar!)
with Patricia and Fergus, Angela and George and the US and Canadian chapter members. Of course many of
these are also members of the UK Group and we certainly made the most of the opportunity to chat with them.
In her Keynote Address, Angela Moore gave us the news of major changes to the BCIS. This came as a
surprise to many there, but the direction of the BCIS is confirmed as an “Internet –based” collectors group. In a
nutshell the Belleek Collectors International Society will continue as follows:
•
•
•

Membership will be free, you only have to register at the www.belleek.ie website to be a member –
that’s right, no more subscriptions!
The “Belleek Collector” will continue as a three-times yearly Internet-only publication. This will be
available on the www.belleek.ie website.
There will be no more annual renewal pieces sent out. If you have paid this year, you will receive a
piece but this will be phased out next year.

The consensus of opinion of Chapter Presidents at the Convention was that the Pottery was adopting a lower
profile with regard to its collectors and the onus was now much more on the individual chapters to keep the
collecting community together. Paul Tubb and I were present at this discussion and heartily agree with this
sentiment. None of us want the spirit and enthusiasm of collectors internationally to diminish and so it’s really
up to us now to take the lead ourselves to keep the Belleek community strong and growing, although support
from the Pottery will continue to be absolutely essential. The UK Group will surely be in the forefront of this:
promoting and encouraging international communication and co-operation. This is a very important issue and I
for one would like us to consider and discuss it at the forthcoming AGM.
We have had the sad news of the death of two of the “Grand Old Men” of Belleek. Graham Munton, well
known to many of the UK Group for his inimitable style, sense of humour, good nature and knowledge of
Belleek amongst many other subjects, has passed away on 12th July, aged 92 years. Maureen and Graham are
truly iconic figures in our Group as you will see from the very many mentions of them in this issue – they have
been instrumental in introducing and passing on their love of Belleek to many of us. Fred Gary, the first BCIS
Honouree and founder member of the BCIS is the second sad loss. Fred lived in San Diego, California and was
a member of the UK Group. He was also the UK Group’s oldest member at the age of 98 years. Both of them
will be greatly missed by all who knew them. This issue contains obituaries to both Graham and Fred.
Armstrong’s diary: we are getting close to completing all the transcriptions. We will try to pull all this together
for a first full version which should appear before our Autumn meeting. This will then be sent out to all those
involved with the project and anyone else who is interested – if you want to be involved, it is still not too late to
contact me! As said before, this will be a considerable body of work, more than 2000 pages of Armstrong’s
insights, thoughts, notes, doodles and scribbles. It is a real treasure trove for the keen Belleek researcher!
In this issue, Tony Fox (aided by Bev Marvell) tackle an extremely difficult area in their tea ware series.
Difficult because of the rarity of the patterns: Aberdeen, Blarney, Scroll and Sydney. In spite of the rarity,
Tony and Bev have again done us proud in finding some exquisite example of tea ware in these patterns.
And, oh yes, it’s 20 years since the UK Group held its first Meeting. Since that meeting in the Grosvenor Hotel
in London, conceived and arranged by Marion Langham aided by Brian Scott and Jan Golaszewski, many
things have changed and some of the original attendees at that meeting are no longer with us. We have of
course gained many new members since then and the UK Group has gone from strength to strength as is clearly
shown by the fantastic response to the appeal for Members to send in their own stories and information. You
can judge this for yourself as these responses are published in this Newsletter!
- Chris Marvell
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Graham Munton
26th May 1917 - 12th July 2009
Graham was originally from the Nottingham area and had a very
challenging childhood. He worked hard to overcome his early setbacks
and from the beginning of his working life in various businesses, he
worked in sales. He put in long hours and was so dedicated that he
didn’t even take holidays. Some of his work involved compiling year
books for organisations such as St. John’s Ambulance.
His job took him all over the country and in the course of his travels he
encountered various antiques which fascinated him. Eventually this
became a hobby – it was his “relaxation” from the rigours of his sales
work – and he became a collector of many different types of antiques.
His favourite was Belleek. He started to deal in the items that he
collected as a way of making extra income and of selling some of the
items not needed for his collections. He started to attend fairs to buy
and to sell, all over the country, which meant very early starts in the
small hours of the morning and travelling thousands of miles each week.
With all this travelling it was inevitable that he was occasionally stopped by the police. (especially as he was
famed for being able to get to distant destinations very quickly!) Some of his responses to the police, although
polite, must have left them thinking they had taken on more than they bargained for! Graham was prepared to
drive huge distances to go to fairs to buy and sell, especially in the pursuit of Belleek and he continued to drive
these prodigious distances regularly until well into his eighties, famously including Maureen’s weekly
“hairdressers run” from their home is Prestbury to Nottingham where he also took the opportunity to buy and
sell at Johnson’s antiques auctions at Nottingham Cattle Market.
As many of the UK Belleek collectors know, Graham’s parties were legendary. It was a privilege and honour
to be invited for dinner to the Aladdin’s cave that was their home at the “Attic” at Butley Hall in Prestbury –
this was indeed no ordinary home but a treasure trove of Belleek, Goss and many other wares. The antiques
and decoration were stylish and eccentric, you hardly dared to move as valuable and interesting items were
everywhere – and this included a fabulous collection of Belleek. It was also no ordinary dinner that you were
given but a magnificent meal cooked by Maureen in her tiny old-fashioned kitchen, served on antique Belleek
china and presented with old-style dignity, charm and due ceremony by Graham. Sometimes Graham and
Maureen had three of these parties a week, so much did they love entertaining and Graham made every one of
them so interesting and enjoyable that you would already be looking forward to the next time as you took your
leave. The dinners were truly memorable and we sometimes perhaps had a little too much to drink: it was
dangerous to leave a glass half empty - Graham, ever the attentive host, would immediately top it up!
Maureen and Graham hosted the UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Christmas Party for nine years in succession.
Graham loved to welcome all into his home, when he was 80 he had party with 80 guests. Each one of the
eighty present was able to drink Graham’s famous Champagne cocktail from an antique hollow-stemmed
Champagne glass – Maureen and Graham had made a point of collecting eighty of these valuable items.
Graham was a true gentleman, always standing for the ladies. He had old fashioned charm and insisted in
maintaining these standards no matter who he was dealing with. He loved life and had a great sense of humour.
When Maureen would ask “Are you alright?” he would always reply “No, I am half left”. He always had a
twinkle in his eye – you didn’t always know if he was entirely serious in his replies but this made it a real
pleasure to talk with him – he had an extensive knowledge on the subject of many types of antiques as well as
Belleek and Goss.
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Even though he had a difficult childhood he made sure that his children, Anthony and Susan, wanted for
nothing. He was always caring and gave out generously to others.
At the funeral service, held in the Chapel of Macclesfield Cemetery, the closing song was ‘Give me sunshine’
…and the sun came out. I could just see Graham doing the Morecambe and Wise dance down the aisle into the
sunshine. Graham was inimitable and we have been privileged to know him.
Following the service, Graham’s body was buried at Macclesfield Cemetary.
Attendees at the Funeral were:
Graham’s wife Maureen, his Son and Daughter Anthony and Susan and his four Grandchilden.
Fifteen members of the UK Belleek Collectors’ Group: Eddie and Linda Murphy, Jan Golaszewski, David
Reynolds, Charles and Fiona Easthope, Paul, Pat and Patrick Tubb, Brian and Brenda Henton, Tony and
Rebecca Fox and Chris and Bev Marvell.
Also present were Goss collectors and friends that Graham had made in the Antiques Trade and a number of
Graham’s carers.

Above: at home with Maureen on his 90th
Birthday.
Left:At the 1997 Belleek Convention with
Maureen and (below) with Maureen, Brian
Henton, Colin Strong, representatives of the
City of Stoke on Trent and Marion Langham.
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Commander Fred Branan Gary
GARY, FRED BRANAN 1910 to 2009 Cmdr. Fred B. Gary passed away peacefully
on June 19, 2009. He was born in Georgia in 1910, the youngest of five children, to
Joseph and Eleanor Gary.
After attending the University of Maryland, Fred started his professional life at the
Bureau of Standards in Washington, DC. Later, he joined his family in the operation
of the Gary Beverage Company which manufactured and distributed soft drinks
throughout the southern states.
When World War II started, Fred joined the Navy Supply Corps and remained in the Navy 21 years. During his
active duty he was stationed in Washington, D.C, Guam, Aviation Supply Depot, Philadelphia, MSTS
Yokohama, Japan and NAS North Island. After retirement from the Navy in San Diego, Fred worked at North
Island as a civil servant until 1979.
In retirement, he became an avid collector of Belleek Parian China. He started the first Chapter of the Belleek
Collectors International Society in San Diego. He was honored in 1986 as the first Honoree of the Society at the
pottery in Northern Ireland. His collection was a great source of pride. Fellow collectors around the world will
miss him, as will his family and friends.
The family appreciates all the care and attention he received at Seasons at Coronado where he lived for the past
four years. Fred was preceded in death by his wife of 63 years, Kathryn (Betty) Flynn Gary. He is survived by
four children, Tippy Thibodeau (Dick) of Coronado, F. Branan Gary of Brussels, Belgium, Noel Murphy (Jim)
of Danville, CA, and Marilyn Orbann (Carl) of San Diego. He is also survived by 11 grand-children and 13
great-grand-children. At Fred's request, there will be no service and his ashes will be scattered at sea.
This article was reprinted from http://www.SignOnSanDiego.com

Fred speaking at the 2003 Portland, Oregon BCIS Convention
Fred was an associate member of the UK Group and we are very pleased to
have a contribution in this issue from his daughter, Marilyn Orbann.
Among many other tributes to Fred, here are a few from fellow Belleek
collectors:
Fred was an inspiration to everyone he met, and he never met a stranger. His interest in
Belleek inspired one to be a serious collector. I will always treasure knowing him and his
family. His Polaroid was a lethal weapon on Belleek Tours.
Katherine Gaertner, Herndon, Virginia
Dear Fred. A true and inspirational friend who will be very sadly missed. Generous in the extreme, he not only rewarded me
with his encyclopedial knowledge of Belleek but brightened the day with his famed sense of humour. I was so hoping to see
you knock out a century. Deepest sympathy to all his family.
Marion Langham
Fred was a real gentleman. His smile lit up a room and his humor and words filled a room. What a pleasure to have known him.
The mold was broken when Fred was born-truly one of a kind. Our condolences to the whole Gary family.
Phyllis Bagnall, Davison, Michigan
What a lovely, fun-loving man ! Life was more fun with him in it; the void can't be filled, uniqueness is that way.
What a great caring family he fathered and nurtured and in the golden years how they responded in kind.
Every day is a gift, not to be wasted.
Don & Elizabeth Clinton, Los Angeles, California
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News From Belleek Pottery
The UK Group is not the only one to celebrate a 20th anniversary – in June, the Visitor
Centre at the Pottery also celebrates 20 successful years and 2.5 million visitors

Thursday, 25th June, 2009 9:00am

BBeelllleeeekk PPootttteerryy’’ss rreeccoorrdd ooff 22..55m
m vviissiittoorrss
Mel York from Arizona, the 2,500,000 visitor to Belleek
Pottery gets to finish a Belleek plate, to mark the
occasion, watched by Arthur Goan (left) operations
director and Alan Clarke, chief executive Northern
Ireland Tourist Board.
Belleek Pottery celebrated the 20th anniversary of its
Visitor Centre this week, marking the milestone
achievement of 2.5 million visitors in those two
decades.

Belleek now welcomes as many as 200,000 visitors a year to the landmark building on the shores of the Erne.
Operations Director, Mr. Arthur Goan, commented: “Certainly the numbers are more than we expected. The first year
we opened in 1989, we had 40,000 visitors. We did not think that 20 years later, we would be welcoming 180,000 to
200,000 visitors a year. They are big numbers.
“We have a fantastic centre. We have a lot of space and can easily accommodate four to five coach loads and we have
staff to deal with that”. “I am happy to say we are supported very well by the local community and the wider
community of Northern Ireland. We have a lot of visitors coming from America, Australia, Canada and South Africa
and the Republic of Ireland and Great Britain as well. Right now we are seeing more visitors from the Republic of
Ireland market, probably because of the euro exchange rate. On the GB side, it looks as if we are going to have more
people coming into Northern Ireland to holiday here as they are staying in the sterling zone, where it is probably too
expensive to go abroad. We are hoping to benefit from that,” he said.
“The main part of the visitor experience is the tour. This year we are making the ‘Prisoner of Love’, a very very old
piece made in 1872. We found the old moulds and went into production for the special year of 20 years in tourism.
The visitors are taken to where the ‘Prisoner of Love’ is being made and see the way the 46 moulds are being put
together.
“The tour is very important for us. It raises brand awareness and raises the company profile,” he added.
July and August are “very busy” months, especially for the home and GB markets. “But we are busy right until
October/November time, the shoulder season. It is very important for us. It is part of the tourism season for
Americans who may get special deals with flights and hotels at that time of year,” said Mr. Goan.
As many as 100 people work at the Belleek Pottery site, including those who work directly with the visitors to the
landmark building. Mr. Goan is in no doubt that the high visitor numbers have a spin-off for the rest of the county.
“We have 180,000 visitors coming in here. Many of those go on into Fermanagh and visit Enniskillen and other
fantastic attractions such as the Marble Arch caves and the big houses as well. So, yes, there is a spin-off for
everyone,” he said.
The day of celebration on Monday, marking the centre’s contribution to Fermanagh and Northern Ireland tourism, was
catered by chef Neven Maguire, who is an ambassador for Belleek Living tableware.

Many Congratulations from the UK Group to the Pottery and Particularly to Patricia McCauley and her
team at the Visitor Centre – you are doing a fantastic job!
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Belleek Living Jewellery
Belleek Pottery has unveiled the further
expansion of its contemporary Belleek Living
brand portfolio with the launch of Belleek Living
Jewellery.
The jewellery collection which features ceramic
and silver pieces, represents an important market
development for the brand which to date has
targeted the tableware and home giftware retail
sector.
The Pottery says: “We've combined cutting edge
design with a relaxed modern style to create
Belleek Living, a range of quality 'designer'
giftware that reflects how we live today. At
Belleek we understand the the modern home is much more than just a living space. It's a sanctuary - the place
where we can retreat from our hectic lifestyles and truly relax. Belleek Living has been designed to reflect the
harmony and calm of your home. A range that sits comfortably with design-led urban living, yet draws on the
skills and materials that have been the pride of Belleek for centuries”.

The Wedgwood Museum wins Art Fund Prize
John Flaxman Jnr by John Jackson, c.1800, Purchased by The Wedgwood
Museum Trust and saved for the nation with the support of The Art Fund
It's official! The Wedgwood Museum is Britain's best museum.
The news that the independent Stoke on Trent museum has won the £100,000 Art
Fund Prize 2009 - the UK's largest single arts prize - was announced last night (18
June) at the Royal Institute of British Architects in London. The Art Fund Prize
honours the most imaginative and original museum or gallery of the year and is a huge
accolade for the museum, which only opened last October after the charitable
Wedgwood Museum Trust spent nearly a decade raising funds to build it.
"Everyone at the Wedgwood Museum is thrilled and excited at the news. The Art Fund Prize is the most prestigious
award in the museum world and to receive such recognition for the new museum is undoubtedly the very best thing that
has happened," said Gaye Blake Roberts, director of the Wedgwood Museum Trust.
"All of us here at The Wedgwood Museum really want to thank everyone for the support and encouragement during the
judging period for this hugely important award and we look forward to welcoming everyone to the museum so that they
too can enjoy this award winning museum and the wonderful collection. To have won is a great honour for The
Wedgwood Museum Trust and Staffordshire, and we all feel very privileged that the new museum has received such
acclaim and recognition. We also hope that the local economy will benefit from the national and international attention
this award brings with it."
The final decision was made by a panel of seven judges, including film-maker Lord Puttnam and Turner prize winner
Grayson Perry. The other finalists were: Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum in Glasgow; the Ruthin Craft Centre in
Denbighshire and Orleans House Gallery in Twickenham.
The Wedgwood Museum is home to a vast collection of Wedgwood editions, as well as an extensive archive of social
history documents, from copies of birth certificates to details of employees who have worked for the Wedgwood
company over the last 250 years! It is open daily from 10.00am to 5.00pm (from 9.00am on weekdays). Admission is
£6.00 for adults, £5.00 for concessions or £4.50 for children (under fives go free). For more information, please call
01782 371911 or visit www.wedgwoodmuseum.org.uk
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The Belleek Spring Meeting
in Kent, hosted by Joanna Urbanek
We drove down to
Canterbury on the
Saturday morning and
met up for lunch with
some of the other
Belleekers at the Chaucer
Hotel.
This was the prelude to
an afternoon exploring
the famous and beautiful
city of Canterbury, so
after considerable
conversation and a very
nice relaxing lunch, a
number of us walked into
the centre of the City.
Of course, Canterbury is
most famous for the
Cathedral and for the
historical events that took
place there. The
Cathedral and the
associated buildings are
majestic, but the interior
is even more so.
Particularly moving is the
single candle burning to
commemorate Thomas a
Becket (right), the
Archbishop who was
murdered in the
Cathedral on December
29th 1170.

To add insult
to injury, Henry VIII
ordered the shrine to him
destroyed in 1538…

Pictures here: At the Chaucer Hotel and walking round the
City, at the gateway to the Cathedral

Page 10

UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 30/2 July 2009

Here is some of the fabulous stained glass in the Cathedral and Myra, Bev, Joanna and Jan (above) at a Chapel
dedicated to the Armed Forces decorated with military flags and banners, some going back hundreds of years.

Outside, there was much more of interest. Here,
Myra and Bev discover an extraordinary tree in
the Cathedral precincts, and these crocuses
growing in a cloistered courtyard.

We walked all the way round the huge Cathedral
which is truly in the heart of the ancient City.
Here is another view from the quieter side of the
Cathedral near to the Cathedral School.
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For a change, the group held the actual ‘business’ of the meeting on the
Saturday evening, after our dinner. Well there can be drawbacks to this
approach, the main one being that one’s concentration can be somewhat
impaired by the consumption of a reasonable amount of alcohol at
dinner – and it is indeed to this factor that I attribute my conspicuous
failure to win the bring and tell!
Could this factor also be the cause of the wonky nature of this wonderful
building snapped during our leisurely walk round the City that
afternoon? … I somehow think that any builder who put up houses like
this wouldn’t get a lot of work and the true cause is probably subsidence
over the centuries, or just possibly the effects of bombing during the
Second World War…

Well, one thing’s for sure, it makes the meeting most convivial to hold
the meeting in the evening and there didn’t seem to be any objections to
this approach. So here we all are in the restaurant, enjoying our meal…
Bev has even come attired in a Comic Relief “Red-Nose-Day” T-Shirt
– everyone was in good spirits…
…and had plenty of time for catching up with each other’s news.
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Eddie got the meeting going – it was clear that proceedings were going to be fairly informal this time… and so
we came to the Bring and Tell.

The Bring and Tell
The theme of the Bring and Tell was Faith, Hope & Charity

Pat Russell
Pat had brought along what looked like a Shamrock dejeuner tray and
some other pieces, but she wasn’t too sure about it! She said she had…
Faith – that the Group can tell her what it is.
Hope – that is was worth the buy.
Charity – they need funds to be able to buy the matching pieces
Members of the Group
came to the conclusion
that the items were not Belleek at all but a pretty presentable
Japanese reproduction – sorry, Pat!

Pat (above) not too confident
about her purchase – Myra (left) is
sceptical and the mark (left) is
extremely dubious! Good thing it
was not an expensive buy!

Diana Awdry
Diana is an admirer of
David Shepherd, the
famous wildlife artist.
He shares her passions
both for wildlife
(having raised lots of
money for this cause
and set up a wildlife
trust) and steam
locomotives (he owns
at least one). These
Wedgwood plates, one
with elephants the
other with a tiger, are
from a set of eight of
his designs to promote
wildlife conservation.
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Jan Golaszewski
Faith – a ‘Praise Ye the Lord’ Belleek first period plate.
Hope – that this is the one from the Horace Manning Mann
auction…
…and Charity – Marion took pity on him and sold it to him at an
exceedingly good price!

Chris Marvell
Chris had a picture of the Belleek stand in the 1872 Dublin
Exhibition. He said that the founders of Belleek Pottery had shown
great…
Faith – Bloomfield: that a pottery would be founded
Hope - McBirney in providing the funds
Charity - Armstrong in making it his life’s work.
The 1872 Exhibition was the realisation of all this.

Paul Tubb
His patron Saint, Paul,
wrote quite a lot about
Faith Hope and Charity:
‘the greatest being
charity’.
Virtue is derived from the
Latin word for strength.
Stoke on Trent motto
‘Vis Unita Fortior’ –
‘United strength is stronger’ (ie. The United Towns).
Paul then presented a model of the lion (made by Arcadian) that
stands in Paul’s home town in Reading. The model is wrong in that
the position of the legs would not occur like this in nature as the lion would fall over!
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Ian Gower
Presented a Celtic cup and saucer
that was the first piece of Belleek he
had bought (from a job lot at auction
for £4).
Faith – that he would find more
Belleek
Hope – that as it had both BII &
BIII marks that it was a good buy.
Charity – Yes: the Group confirmed
that it was ‘bona fide’. Ring Handle
in Celtic is often seen with this
combination of marks.

Linda Murphy
Presented a charm – it had a Cross
to show Faith - an anchor to show
Hope.

Right: Joanna Urbanek holds
Linda’s charm up to be
photographed…
Linda had “Great Expectations”
(by Charles Dickens)!
Appropriate as Dickens had lived
in Kent (very nearby) from the age
of five.

Eddie Murphy
Showed a Belleek Angel Font – an object of Faith…
He hopes she will get restored (the shell water holder is missing)
And the charity was that Eddie & Linda gave her a good home.

Right: – we were
watching all this
with great
attention… in
spite of plentiful
wine…
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And the winner is……

Jan!
…but don’t get too
carried away gentlemen!
Following more business
items, Eddie and Brian
brought the meeting to a
close.

Brian (below left)
helping to complete the
meeting proceedings.

To continue the Dickens theme, this Inn, where Myra, Bob, Diana, Bev and Chris happened to be staying,
was apparently (according to the Landlord) a favourite haunt of Charles Dickens…
After the meeting, we
returned to our
accommodation,
which in our case was
the lovely country Inn
shown above. The
next day dawned with
blue skies – a
beautiful Spring day,
so we took a quick
trip to the nearby
seaside at Birchington
on Sea on our way to
Quex Park for our
Sunday treat…
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So, here we are on a marvellous, bright Sunday
morning at the famous Quex Park near
Birchington in Kent. The guides were most
entertaining and informative and obliged us by
taking group photos when asked (below).
It was a most enjoyable day and I think it was
generally agreed that the change to our normal
meeting format had been a success.
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To quote from their own information provided about this
fascinating house, museum and grounds:
“Quex Park is a unique country Park of 250 acres on the Isle of
Thanet set within an estate of 1800 acres around Birchington,
Acol and Richborough. The Park is an oasis of parkland and
trees in a Thanet landscape of open topography and urban
development. All the trees were planted in the 19th Century by
John Powell-Powell and his successors who realised when
planting that they would never live to see the true beauty of their
vision. The Park is a haven for birdlife with over 50 species
recorded in the last few years.”

A rather friendly peacock (one of the 50?)

Within the Park is Quex House built in 1805, a bell tower (Waterloo
Tower) built 1819 with its extremely rare secular peal of 12 bells. The
Park also has a Guntower which was built as a sea lookout post and a
clock tower built circa 1820 with a pre-reformation hour bell.
However the jewel in the crown is the Powell-Cotton Museum, which
primarily contains a taxidermy collection of mainly African wildlife,
ethnographical exhibits and many other items of cannon, weaponry,
porcelain and fine furniture and much else besides. Its natural history
collections are of world-class importance as a scientific resource.
The Powell-Cotton Museum at Quex Park was established in 1896 by
Major Percy Horace Gordon Powell-Cotton (1866 -1940) to house
natural history specimens and cultural objects collected on expeditions
to Asia and Africa.

Major Powell-Cotton was a pioneer in the use of the
diorama to display mounted mammals in representations
of their natural habitats. The Powell-Cotton Museum
natural history dioramas are outstanding examples,
unique to the UK, stunning for their size, quality and
imagery.

Below: one of the fabulous dioramas
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A Wonderful
garden…
interesting
trees…
delightfully
scented violets
in the lawns…
and inside the
house, yet
another Group
photo
opportunity!

It was indeed a fabulous place for our Sunday outing as you can see from
these picture of us enjoying the beautiful house and gardens!
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UK Group 20th Anniversary – From our Members!
The Group wanted to dedicate this edition of our newsletter to our Membership, without YOU there would not
be a Group. In the last issue of the Newsletter we published this appeal:

Appeal for Contributions from all Members
No, we are not asking for monetary contributions, just for you to write down a few lines about yourselves and send them to Chris
and Bev for the Newsletter. It will be the twentieth anniversary of the founding of the UK Group in the Summer and we want (if
possible) to have an issue of the Newsletter which is devoted to the Group itself – that is the people
in it and of course not forgetting our extended Belleek family around the World!
You don’t have to divulge any personal information you don’t want to give out, but we would like to know something about you
and your Belleek collecting. Your likes and dislikes, some favourite pieces of Belleek maybe and why you became interested in
collecting it in the first place. Alternately a personal story with a Belleek slant would also be really excellent. With any of these,
a photograph or two would go very nicely! We will publish all this in the next Newsletter, so please, please don’t hold back and
send us something…
Please send this to Chris before the end of May by email at editor@belleek.org.uk.

Well, we can now reveal that we greatly exceeded our expectations. We hoped that maybe twenty keen
members would respond with something about themselves but as we go to press with this special anniversary
issue of the Newsletter, celebrating 20 years of the UK Group, 1989 to 2009, we have had responses from no
less than 50 of our members (more than 40%!) from all over the World as well as in the UK.

Thank you, all of you!
Whether you sent your contribution by email, telephone or letter or as a result of an interview with our very
dedicated reporter, Bev… thank you!
We have put in a flag which represents the country where the collectors live (not their nationality) and we have
a pretty good smattering from around the world…

Australia

Canada

Kenya

New Zealand

UK

USA

We will now present your responses in strict alphabetical order (by surname) – so let our celebrations begin!
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Diana Awdry
I can't remember exactly when
I discovered Belleek - I know it
was a very wet Easter in the
Lake District, but that doesn't
narrow it down very much! It
was probably in the early
1990s. I had set out to visit Dove Cottage but the car park
was full so I drove on into the centre of Grasmere. As I
walked back from the car park I passed a hall where there
was an Antiques Fair - can't resist having a look round that!
At the far end there was a stall selling just Belleek - I had
never seen any before, not even heard of it, but it was love at
first sight. I was captivated by the delicacy of it, and bought
my first piece, a Tridacna cream jug.
After that I started looking for Belleek every time I went to
an Antiques Fair, buying anything I could afford. Nowadays
I'm concentrating on 2nd period pieces, as they're easier to
find than 1st period and more reasonably priced, but still
have that amazing lightness and fragility that first attracted
me. Oh, and by the way, I never did get to Dove Cottage!
Diana relaxing at a UK Group Christmas Party

Eileen and Bernard Burgham
A Family Mystery…
Eileen: My first visit to Ireland
for a long time was because I
went to see my aunt in County
Down. She lived in Coventry for
many years then moved back to Ireland to live when she
retired. When I was talking to someone about going on
holiday to Ireland she suggested that as I was in Ireland I
should drive over to Belleek to see a working pottery. So we
drove over to Belleek went around the pottery and bought 3
pieces to remind us of the holiday.
When we got home we put them on the window sill with
the sun shining through them they looked very impressive.
So in the end we joined the International collectors and
eventually the UK collectors to find out more about Belleek.

Eileen with a Belleek Box!
Recently I’ve been archiving the family photograph collections. I’ve started on a box of photos from
my Irish Grandfather’s collection. Imagine my surprise finding a photo of my aunt Eileen which was
taken sometime in the 1960s when she was in America. She’s holding a cup and saucer made by
Belleek. I know that she went to live in America because during that time as a family we saw her as far
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as Victoria coach station in London to catch the coach to the
airport to fly to America to live. My aunt probably sent this photo
to Ireland. I do realise that America is a very big country. I think
she went to Indiana to live but after a while she returned back to
Coventry to live.
The mystery is: was the person she was staying with that day one
of our American collectors. I would be very interested to find out
more.

Photo of my aunt Eileen drinking a cup of tea
…and another tale…
The Joy of a find - Often with a story to tell
It was Bernard’s 60th Birthday last year. Our Grand-daughter
invited us to her home in Edinburgh for a jelly and ice-cream
party.
So to Scotland we went for a few days. We went to Loch Lomand first, then we went to Edinburgh. As
our daughter, her husband and the invitee were at work and school, we had to time our arrival to
about 6pm. We traveled over early to them as there was some major road works going on.
We parked the car up and went for a walk to the botanic gardens. We came to a road junction and
carried walking along the road junction and then along the road and found ourselves in Interleith
Park, we’d obviously taken the wrong turning. It started raining, so we sheltered under some trees
until it stopped. We passed a cricket ground and ended up on a shopping area. One of the shops was
Charity shop. In the window in pride of place was a Belleek bell, so inside we went and bought it.
It wasn’t an antique, it was 8th mark, but we had a story to tell about it.

Briane and Carroll Carter –
El Paso, Texas
Briane is President
of the Phoenix
Chapter
Briane was raised in
Northern California but her family has long Irish roots –
her mother was born in Ireland (Belfast) and her father’s
mother grew up in County Tipperary. Carroll is from a
small town in East Texas. We are now both retired. We
have two grown married children, Stephen and Erin.
Our Belleek collection started with several Shamrock tea
pieces given to us as wedding gifts that came from a
family set. These turned out to be 3rd mark. The
collection was further enhanced by a Tridacna cabaret set
and a few other pieces inherited from Briane’s mother.
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During our early married years we moved across the U.S. many times so that developing a collection of any
kind was difficult. However, throughout the years a few more Belleek pieces were added – until 1996 when
Carroll gave Briane a Typha Jug for Christmas. This piece led to several other gifts of Belleek for special
occasions. We joined the Belleek Collectors Society in March 1998.
Serious Belleek collecting came with our attending the Weleck Auction in 2001. It became apparent that if we
were to be serious about collecting Belleek we needed to do our homework. We found the UK newsletter
invaluable and were able to make the acquaintance of several Belleek friends in many parts of the world. We
joined the Phoenix Chapter BCIS and regularly attend the quarterly meetings. Briane currently serves as
president of the chapter. Over the years Briane has developed an interest in the variety of Belleek marks and
the incongruity of some pieces, such as the experimental use of decals and other decoration on common pieces.
Belleek salts and Christmas ornaments are also of particular interest. Carroll’s interest lies with the baskets.
However, one item Carroll prizes is a Gladstone Chamber Pot that he received recently as a birthday gift. Our
total collection has grown to more than one thousand pieces, about 300 of which are ornaments. We will
continue to explore our interest in Belleek and are appreciative of all our friends who have contributed to our
knowledge.

Phyllis and Dave Clarke
2009 Honourees and
founding members of
the NJ Chapter
We were born in
Roscommon and came over to the US to live when we
were young. Fifty‐one years ago, when taking a trip
back to Ireland to see the family, we made a visit to
the Belleek factory and bought our first piece – a
lovely bowl of roses…and also a Henshall basket
….and a Rathmore basket! (so an eye for the finest
Belleek from the start!‐ Editor)
Now we have over 90 baskets. All types of Belleek
take our fancy ..figures, dejeuner sets, vases, centre
pieces. But if we had to save one item it would be
Erin.

A fabulous use for the Double Picture Frame – Phyllis
and Dave in photos from 50 years ago.
We would seek out Belleek from anywhere and
everywhere and Dave can not resist auctions and
house sales. We regularly went to the antique market
at the end of the pier in New Jersey. Then, on one
visit we found a Sheerin Views of Ireland dessert
service and fell in love with it, Phyllis had to stand
guard over it whilst Dave rushed back home to find
the cash to buy it.
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Dave is a very handy man and still at his senior age makes display shelves to match the lovely wood
panelling in their period home. These are custom made to house their many trays and teapots and kettles.
Phyllis is a teapot fancier and has a large collection from many manufacturers, she also has some American
Belleek.
We hope to find something nice in the dealers room at
the NJ convention, as we are still avid collectors and
particularly like to buy ‘pairs’. There is no question of
us slowing down (well we can always put up another
shelf!) and have never sold a piece. Luckily 2 of our
sons are also interested in Belleek.
Even though Dave came from Ireland he is definitely
not a Guinness man, he used to work for Budweiser
and so of course this is his favourite pint, Phyllis
prefers a glass of wine.

The Gala dinner at the convention was a double celebration, not only were they inaugurated as the 2009
Belleek honourees, the first time a couple have held this post, but it was also their 56th wedding
anniversary. Many congratulations.

Elizabeth and Don Clinton
Don was Honouree in
1990
Don and I are both collectors.
We collect 'a little of a lot of
things'. I first became interested
in BELLEEK over 50 years ago. At first, I had hopes to own
some teacups. I saw an advertisement in a magazine which
featured a source in Belfast, Northern Ireland, by the name of
Hogg & Hogg. I wrote them and found teacups & saucers for
$7. per set. ( This, of course, was during the green mark
period.) Little by little I began collecting.
When I visited, for the first time, with another girlfriend, the
Belleek Pottery in 1983, I was so thrilled to see the craft at
work, making the pieces, I couldn't wait to come back with my
husband, Don. (On that first trip at the luncheon, I sat with
Tom Campbell on one side and Dick Degenhardt on the other.)
Then, in 1985 we returned with the Belleek tour, the year of the first HONOREE, Fred Gary. Don was with
me, and he fell in love with the lore of the village and surroundings but mostly at the hand made quality of the
ware itself; each piece being subjected to individual attention. There were no conveyor belts or assembly-line
mass production techniques, just people and their skills being matched-up with the piece in front of them.
Needless to say, from that time on our collection has grown. The lesson for me is, get him involved and 'away
we go'... Well, the rest is history. We still love the older pieces but have slowed in acquisition.
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Pauline and Catherine Corcoran
Columbia
Chapter
When Granddad
died Grandma
became ill and came
to live with us for 8 years. She kept a soft sided
duffle bag in the closet which she was very
protective about when you tried to kick it around.
Eventually when she died we opened the bag and
discovered the contents – Belleek. Included was a
salt and pepper which still had their contents (not any more).
So Belleek collecting is a genetic thing, Grandma collecting in the 50s, and us starting in the 80s. Mom
(Catherine) is also a Royal Doulton fancier as well as other collectibles. We have a 2 foot Christmas tree full of
Belleek ornaments (maybe it is time to get a bigger tree?). I have to buy a piece when it ‘calls my name’

Janet and Josie Corriveau
Josephine was
Honouree in 1990

Janet and Josephine are both keen members of the
UK Group, as they told Bev and Chris at the New
Jersey Convention. They pass on their best wishes
to all the UK Belleek collectors.

Janet (left) and Josie at the 2009 NJ Convention

Carolyn and Syd Darlington - Bellevue, WA USA
The Darlington Belleek Collection began as an idea and bloomed into a moderate
size “special to them” collection. In 1985 Syd (an ex-Brit!) and Carolyn met and
within weeks they were engaged to be married, setting a date for May 1986.
While preparing for the wedding they went to a local department store after Syd
had declared “I’d like to have pieces of Belleek on the wedding registry”!
Luckily, Carolyn knew what Belleek was, and agreed to this suggestion.
Receiving 3 pieces of Belleek for wedding gifts, the Darlington collection of Belleek began. The first piece
Syd and Carolyn purchased together was a 2nd Green Shamrock Tub #1 for $12.50 in St. Louis, MO on the first
day of their honeymoon.

Page 25

UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 30/2 July 2009

The photograph accompanying this story (left) shows
some of our (we think) unusual pieces. 18” sacred
heart, 11 ½” sacred heart, 18” BVM, 11 ½” BVM,
Busts of Sorrow, Joy, Clytie & Shakespeare, statues
of Meditation & Affection, boy & girl basket holders
and Cherub lute & pipes.
The collection also includes a beautiful selection of
Mask pattern, New Shell, including 2 biscuit barrels,
and Neptune including a tray. The Darlington’s, over
the years, have sold pieces and purchased others,
keeping what they love the most. The collection of
over 200 pieces continues to be a joy to them and
others who visit their home.

Roy Dix - Tasmania, Australia
We first started to collect
Belleek in 1986. We didn’t
know anything about it
then but one day, when my
wife Beryl was walking past
one of the better stores in
Hobart (Tasmania), she
decided to have a look round. In one of the cabinets she
spotted an Imperial Shell, 7.75”, and immediately fell in
love with it and bought it on the spot. It is a sixth green mark.
This was the beginning of our collection. We do not have a huge collection but over the years have acquired a
few interesting pieces. On a visit to Europe in 1992 we visited the pottery at Fermanagh and posted back to
Tasmania a Rose Isle lamp, a Fermanagh vase, a Mantel clock and the Affection figurine (we already had the
Meditation figurine). Our son received advice of the parcel’s arrival and went to the post office to pick it up,
but to his amazement the parcel was so big it didn’t fit into his car and he had to return to the post office with
a ute! (perhaps it is called a flat tray in England). One thing you can say about the Belleek Pottery’s method of
despatch is that the contents are always well protected.
We have made a few serendipitous discoveries. We were
lucky enough to buy a pair of the Nautilus on Coral vases (first
black mark and impressed) when we were visiting Ballarat in
Victoria. Also in the same year we found a Triple Coral and
Shell vase (second black mark) at Noosa in Queensland. At an
auction here in Hobart we bought an Oval basket with
mother‐of‐pearl lustre, estimated year 1921, and a Neptune
28‐piece tea set (fifth green mark). We also have a Mint tray
(first black mark) and suspect it is an early piece because it is
heavy and the glazing is pitted.
In our early collecting days we bought whatever items we came across, but nowadays are more selective.
Collecting Belleek has been a wonderful and absorbing hobby for us and I am so glad that my wife fell in love
with the Imperial Shell all those years ago.
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Del Domke
Del was Honouree in 1995
Call me Dely. A harsh winter
had passed and another mild
spring had arrived on the
Oregon State University
campus in the old college town of Corvallis (pronounced
/kôr-văl'ĭs/, originally, thought to have been derived
from the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians meaning
“corn valley” BUT in reality, Latin : cor vallis meaning
“heart of the valley”), Oregon in the year 1970. Feeling
quite depressed, as many college students do following
the winter's final exam week, I found myself wandering
down into town to contemplate my future and explore the
possibilities of great wealth. I had no clear picture of
the events that were about to transpire that would
change my existence forever. Actually, I had no idea
Del, the Honouree in 1995
whatsoever of just exactly what I was doing.
As I roamed aimlessly about, I happened by Lipman Wolfe & Co., a massive department store,
very similar to your Robinson & Cleaver stores, actually the only one in town as college students
have little monies and less time to spend them, and decided to venture in 'just to browse' for a
bit. Some unknown force apparently drew me up to the top floor, actually the second as this
was a very short building, and I found myself in the midst of the crystal and porcelain
department. Sort of sitting, all unhappy and alone by itself, was what I would later discouver to
be a Belleek Shamrock Coffee Pot. What I was observing was truly an actual wonderment. It
was the most exquisite item I had ever envisioned. I purchased this marvel, for what I felt an
exorbitant price of $23.00, at 1970’s £0.4174/US$ we convert to approximately £55
(reference my Newslettre # 11.3 !!), not the mere pittance of what it's worth in reality was, but
actually at that time the equivalent of HALF our monthly rent. Maybe this is why my now exwife divorced me ??
Upon graduation, and having secured several additional finds of Belleek at local auctions, we
relocated to the Seattle, Washington area to seek a future. Following the procurement of
reasonable dwelling space and adequate employment, we again begin our quest of Belleek. It
seemed reasonable to begin our search by simply telephoning each of the antique shops in the
immediate region. Several of the local dealers had 'some' Belleek so we begin to occupy our
weekends with excursions to these locations. At one of these, the proprietor exclaimed that
he had only a single Belleek 'plate' and that he could NOT take ANY LESS than $50.00 for it.
We had never seen any similar item to this so we paid, what we felt was exorbitant, his required
price for what we later found out to be actually a Grass Pattern Tea Tray !! Another
interesting find, in those 'early' days was a pair of Forget-Me-Not-Boxes which the shop
keeper was asking $50.00 each. What a ridiculous price, I had thought to myself, and promptly
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departed for home, where, after hours of solemn thought, I finally began to obtain a grasp of
reality. I hastened back to the dealer early the following morning and latched onto these
treasures !!

A much less formal Del at the
2009 NJ Convention with
Patricia McCauley and Helen
Rankin
At a proverbial point in the
early 1980's my collection
numbered over 1600
individual items. Today, I
have drastically scaled that
down to a mere 284 or so
pieces. During this span of
time, I was concentrating
on mainly Belleek statuary
as opposed to the original
13 tea sets. I do subscribe
to a peculiar 'formula' for collectors which, I will not expound on here, but is described my
first newsletter.
As honoured as I am for being selected to contribute in many current major works regarding
Belleek, I am equally proud to have been an acquaintance of Jack Heslip and his wife Anne, who
were the guiding force behind the publication of the E. Jay Lease & Associates book of Belleek
which was published circa 1969. Frankly, it was this splendid couple and their publication that
REALLY solidified my, now extreme, interest in collecting the beauties of Belleek.
My greatest accolade is, of course, being inducted, with the other honourees, into the Belleek
Collectors' Hall of Fame. This honour was bestowed upon me during the Evergreen Chapters'
sponsorship of the 1995 B.C.I.S. convention in Seattle, Washington.
If any Belleekers plan to tour our beautiful Pacific Northwest in the future, they are ALWAYS
welcome to drop by for a visit and a tour through what I fondly refer to as ‘My Museum’.
ENDE.

Editor’s Note: Del regularly publishes his own Newslettre on the Internet, which is most
informative and entertaining - it is available at:

http://home.comcast.net/~belleek_website/current.html
The latest edition has the story of Del’s epic journey by train across the USA to get to the
New Jersey Convention – it’s very amusing and well worth reading!
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Elaine and Paul Ewings
We started collecting Belleek in 1989,
purchasing our first piece, a 2nd Green mark
Shamrock honey pot with lid, at an antique
fair at Elvaston Castle. It was very much an
impulse buy, as our visit was really a family
day out to the country park with a very young
Russell and Thomas. We have no Irish connections, we just bought the
piece because we liked it.
Shortly after the purchase we obtained a copy of 'Degenhardt' from the
local library to find out more, and the rest, as they say, is history. We
joined the UK Collectors Society a year or so later and became infected by
the enthusiasm and knowledge of Jan and the other founding members.
Perhaps our most enduring memories are of the Christmas parties at Maureen and Graham Munton's
penthouse apartment in Butley Hall, particularly
the annual Christmas card sort and delivery on the
stairs, which the boys greatly anticipated.
Over the last 20 years we have been fortunate
enough to find two pieces that are believed to be
unique, a pair of second period 'Ivy' candlesticks
and an 'Art Deco' decorated large Nile vase. It's
hard to pick a favourite piece, but if pushed we'd
nominate two: an unmarked, but probably 1st
period, Undine jug whose eyes seem to follow you
around the room, and our 2nd period Prince Arthur
Vase found in the USA during a business trip.

Tony Fox
My wife Patt and I lived in
Northern Ireland for a
period of nine years and
our daughter, Rebecca, was
born there in 1969. We
were aware of the existence
of the Belleek pottery and as I recall made a couple of
visits during our stay in Northern Ireland. This, at the
time, was the extent of our interest in the Pottery and its
products. We returned to England in 1972 and having
moved three times we came to my present home in 1986.
Patt was always interested in Antiques, however I had
little time for them and my main interest was cars and
motor cycles particularly the racing aspect.
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Then early in 1989 we purchased our first Belleek items, i.e. a second
period Shamrock pattern trio. From that day things changed. I became
interested in antiques and especially Belleek. I am unable to explain the
reason for this sudden change, perhaps what Patt had been telling me for
a considerable number of years of our married life had eventually borne
fruit or maybe middle age had something to do with it. In 1990 we joined
the BCIS and the UK Belleek Collectors’ Group, this was in the early
days of the latter organization which continued to grow and expand
throughout the decade. We attended all of the meetings and whilst there
was a core of dedicated collectors new members were welcomed to the
fold and it was an opportunity to meet people who in other circumstances
you would not have come into contact with outside a common interest in
Belleek. The collection was added to at every opportunity mainly by
visits to antique fairs or contacts with known dealers. This culminated in
the UK Convention held in Stoke-on-Trent in 1997.

Tony Fox – A Wizard with Belleek tea ware!
In January 1998 I had to face up to a different life without Patt, she
passed away following an acrimonious twelve months battle with cancer.
I shall never forget the support I received from the Belleek collectors
during this very difficult time which enabled me to have the confidence to
move forward and hopefully find some purpose in life. Belleek became a
contributory factor in this approach and remains so to this day.
Perhaps some two/three years after we started to collect I became
interested in the research aspect of Belleek but was unable to find a
suitable outlet for this interest until the introduction of the UK Belleek
Collectors’ Newsletter in June 2002. This publication continues to grow
from strength to strength some seven years later and I am happy to offer
any small contribution from time to time.
I do not have any particular dislikes in relation to individual Belleek pieces, however, in truth I must admit that
I do not have much time for modern ‘trinket ware’ produced during the last few years. The selection of
favourite pieces is always difficult since I
have a penchant for all tea ware produced
during black mark periods. Having given it
some thought the following are amongst my
favourites:- an earthenware bidet first mark
unrecorded, a Sphinx napkin ring with
monogram and number first period, the copy
of the wishing cup from the tomb of
Tutankhamen second period, an embossed
tapered vase first period unrecorded, a small
embossed jug second period unrecorded.
If, like the Dessert Island Disc programme, I
was only allowed to select one piece it would
have to be the copy of the wishing cup since it
is rare and has a somewhat mysterious history.

The Enigmatic Belleek “Wishing Cup”
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Katherine Gaertner
Katherine was
Honouree in 1997
Katherine learned about
Belleek in the early 50s. Her
future mother‐in‐law had some Belleek and the first
piece Katherine bought was a present for her.
In the 60s she got her own first piece, a Shamrock tea
set. A small Ad in the paper had a 6 place setting tea set
for sale at $75, before buying she decided to do a bit of
homework and discovered that a teapot alone would
cost $125.

Katherine with Sandy Roland
As a buyer for a big department store, in the 1970s, she was taken all over the USA with her job and so she
would look out for Belleek on her travels, it became a challenge to see what she could find.
Someone gave her Richard Degenhardt’s first book and Katherine subsequently became a founding BCIS
member, then the BCIS newsletters followed and she got ‘sucked in’. On the Pottery tour in 1989 she had
such a lovely time and met Sandy (Roland) and started a long friendship. Then on other tours they rented
a car together and roamed Ireland looking for antique shops and got quite good at finding pieces and
making Irish friends.
Eugene Krach (USA Honoree) was President of the chapter and invited her to join. Eventually she became
president and kept bringing Virginians into the Chapter. In 1998 after she became the honouree she
started the Virginia Chapter and was President of both Chapters for several years.
Katherine has no idea why she started to
collect pigs – but Sandy and her entered into
a friendly competition to see who could get
the most. Pigs kept coming up for sale and
Katherine kept buying, now she has over 50
plus the 2 she bought recently at the NJ
Convention auction! Her most exciting pig is a
first period one (small size), but if her home
was under threat it would be her Harp
Shamrock butter dish with unusual Art Deco
painted decoration that she would save first.
She has a passion for old things and small
things, like the tiny shell menu holder.

Is there a collective noun for Belleek Pigs?
Any suggestions?
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Josie and Steve Garnett
Q. Why did you get
interested in
Belleek? How long
ago was it?

A. Our first experience of Belleek was when I

worked for a lady who originated from Killybegs
and she had a wonderful cup and saucer, a
treasure of hers which I admired greatly, she told
me all about the wonderful delicate porcelain
and from then, about 20 years ago, I had the
urge to seek and find to start a collection.
Q. Do you have any special interests in Belleek ware?
A. All types of Belleek hold our interest, I do like to pick up any reasonable pieces. To date we have
lots of odd bits and would love to complete a whole range (Still dreaming)
Q. Do you have a favourite piece of Belleek? Is there a piece you would most like to find or admire?
A. My all time favourite is "Queen of Hops".
Q. Any story or anecdote about Belleek or your experiences in collecting it?
A. Our experiences vary from finding that bargain at a fair to letting our local auction rooms keep a
look out for any Belleek at all and bidding for it when we are unavailable.

Jan Golaszewski
Founding Chairman of the
UK Collectors’ Group
As the first five years of my life
were spent in Dublin, it suggests my
affinity for Ireland stems from those happy post-War years.
Ever since childhood I have been keenly interested in ceramics. At
the tender age of twelve, I bought with my meagre pocket money
an Aynsley bone china bon-bon dish for display in my parent’s
living room. My Father was enthusiastic about art and in later
years our home was filled with antiques – a malady I have
inherited.
My interest in Irish Belleek was fired in 1986 whilst browsing
through a comprehensive ceramics catalogue. I was so impressed by the images of the Pottery’s earlier plain
parian Christmas plates, that my inquisitiveness led me to Lady Marion Langham.
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I first met Marion at a top London antiques fair. Not only was her stock of antique Belleek always seductive,
but also her industry, enthusiasm and friendship was infectious. Over the years I travelled extensively with
wonderful Belleekers, met the most amazing like-minded collectors and seen places I would never have thought
of visiting. My Belleeking ventures lifted the scales from my eyes.
I am proud to be a founder member of our special Group. Throughout our Group’s existence it has been my
honour to serve and support our Membership in various capacities. I cherish the camaraderie and the many
lasting friendships I have forged. I enjoy my ceramics collection (which is mainly antique Irish Belleek and
Doulton) as each piece has uniqueness - particularly those which fellow collectors had unselfishly alerted me to
buy. As collectors, we are custodians of the past for the future to behold.
In recent years I have developed keen interest in British contemporary art – on the way collecting oil and
watercolour paintings which I find inspirational and uplifting.
I am lucky to live in London which is one of the great cultural centres. I believe our lives benefit from art as it
stimulates thought. Collecting is a wonderful obsession filled with excitement and great fun. It is an adventure
which has enriched me and enlightened my perspective on our fascinating world. Art is powerful and so life is
good.
Editor’s Note: Jan has an impressive collection of bread plates, as illustrated in Marion Langham’s book ….
And if you have met him you will also know that he is famous for his warm welcome of a bear hug and three
kisses (it doesn’t matter if you are a woman or a man – that’s the Polish tradition!). Jan was also the first
Editor and Publisher of this newsletter.

Jane and Ian Gower
* Why did you get interested
in Belleek? How long ago
was it?
Ian: I saw 2 Celtic cups and
saucers with a cream jug go
unsold in a local auction 32 years ago – at the end of
the sale the auctioneer said they must go and started
bidding at £4. No one else was interested, so I bought
them! Unfortunately they are still with my ex-wife…….

* Do you have any special interests in Belleek ware?
I am always looking out for earthenware.
* Do you have a favourite piece of Belleek? Is there a
piece you would most like to find or admire?
I still have a thing about Celtic ware and so does Jane.
Much to the disgust of Jane I would most like to find some
chamber pots and also earthenware from mental
hospitals??!!!

Jane showing her skill at Wedgwood in 2006

Page 33

UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 30/2 July 2009

Amanda and Mark Hilliard
We only started collecting
about five years ago. Our first
piece was bought from the
cabinet belonging to David
Reynolds, it was a new trinket
box. David also had some
leaflets about the society in his
cabinet and that is how we joined.
Now we only collect black mark pieces unless it is special or
rare. I think our favourite part of Belleek is the tea ware. If
we could choose something we would love to have it would
be a painted fan tea set {not much chance of that!}.

Mark and Amanda with Tina Treharne (left) at a Belleek
Silent Auction
Editor’s Note: Amanda has served as the UK Group’s Hon. Treasurer.

Roy and Rose Holihead
When we visited my mother-inlaw in Ireland we would always
get cheap Belleek from the
Factory to take back home with
us to Manchester. My mother-inlaw was always going on about
‘Black Belleek’ she said it was ‘worth a bob’. Well years went
by and I didn’t come across any.
At an Antiques fair in Manchester I picked up an interesting
cup and saucer, put it down again and walked off, realized that
I had just seen some Black Belleek and did an about turn. This
was my first piece of old Belleek, a green tint Neptune cup and
saucer that I had not recognised because it didn’t have any
Shamrocks on!

Roy in an appropriate T-shirt

Before the Group started I met Marion (Langham) many times and bought some amazing things from her, she
once told me that I was the UK collector she had known the longest. I am not sure why I was not at the
founding meeting in London, but I did not miss the next one in Nottingham.
My first Convention was in LA where we UK Belleekers decided to take a trip to Las Vegas. We went in 2 cars
and got split up in the traffic, in our car was Ruth Prior (a rather refined elderly English lady now sadly no
longer with us) who went to the toilet at a restaurant and was confronted by a chap sitting reading his paper
with his trousers down. She insisted they would not stay in Vegas overnight and made them drive back all the
way to LA. Another fond memory of Ruth was on one of the Irish tours when they were on a boat trip headed
for the Lusty Beg restaurant. Partying had begun on the boat and the music loud. Ruth took exception to this
and demanded to see the Captain and ask for cotton wool – to stuff in her ears.
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Jan (Golaszewski) and I went over several times to the Belleek fair held in Oregon at the Silver Cloud. Dealers
Eileen O’Neill, Tony Hearty, Marion Langham, Olga Clarke, Diane Wilkinson and Norman Huntley hired a
room to sell Belleek. The 1st year we attended we went to bed and when we got up for doors opening at 9:00
we found all the Belleek deals had already been done! The next time we went, we were wise to this and sat up
all night to get in very early so we could bag something nice. After these sales we would all order a pile of
pizzas and crate of beer help us relax. There was certainly some lovely Belleek for sale and one of the items I
managed to buy was a triple swan comport.
Sometimes lucky circumstances help create special
memories. Like the time we arrived in NY and got on a bus
that we hoped would take us to Phyllis and Dave Clarke’s
(for a surprise visit). The grumpy bus driver said he only
stopped at the required bus stop on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, but we got on anyway. Without telling us, the
driver took a diversion and dropped us off at the end of the
Clarke’s street. We didn’t know the Clarke’s exact address
and so knocked on doors along the Street, a neighbour
spotted us, took pity and invited us in for tea and cakes
until the Clarke’s son arrived. Dave had been taken to
hospital, but Phyllis showed us their collection and insisted
we go with her to the nearby Italian restaurant.

(above) Rose with Dave Clarke

Left: Phyllis and Dave Clarke, this year’s Honourees
at their home with just a few items from their
collection…
Time went by until we realised the last bus had gone –
and we were supposed to be meeting our daughter at
Greenwich Village. On the street we met a guy who
said he was visiting Dublin the following week and
said “if you look after me when I get to Dublin I will
look after you now” and phoned a cab for us. When
the cab arrived the driver and its passenger decided to
have a fight, thanks goodness we were rescued by a
lady who overhearing our plight told us a bus was due
in a minute. 10-15 minutes later the bus arrived.
Roy is renowned for his negotiating skills when
chasing Belleek, driving a hard bargain and not letting
go of the prize… but when he went to an Antiques fair
at a Racecourse in Yorkshire he spotted a dejeuner set
for £40, immediately Roy said he would buy it (it was
a bargain) – but the lady said NO he couldn’t. She said ‘you don’t do it that way, you are supposed to offer me
£20’, so after a good bit of bartering he got it for £32.
(Editor’s note: this never happens to me…)
On another occasion we went to a fair in Donegal. Eddie (Murphy) was friendly with the fair organisers and so
had got into the fair early and bagged all the good Belleek, there was nothing left when we got in at 2pm. The
only items left were 6 lovely Ivy napkin rings priced at an expensive 20 Punts each. We walked round the fair
and reversed direction to do a sweep in the opposite direction as you do to make sure no stone is left unturned,
we looked again at the Napkin rings. The dealer said she had had lots of people look at them and could not
understand why she had had no takers at 20 Punts for the lot – so I got all 6 for 18 Punts and was very happy.
Eddie was mortified that he had missed the bargain. I also told him I had bought a flask (holy water?) at a fair I
had visited earlier, just to wind him up (it wasn’t true, but it is fun to get him going).
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I like pieces that have lasted the test of time and anything unusual. Like the 6 inch earthenware bowl and mug
with brown cow transfer, bought from a lady who said it was her Grandmothers. She was given it when she
went into an orphanage, if she lost it she wouldn’t be given another. One of my latest pieces is a small 2”
second period earthenware mug with blue rim that has an oval on the side with a transfer of a holy statue. It
could easily have got lost by the wayside, but these are the survivors that can tell a story. The piece I would
save in an emergency would be my Boy and Swan, I haven’t seen another except in a book. The piece I would
now most like to find is a Finner cup and saucer – Bev and Chris Marvell keep thwarting my attempts to get
one! (Bev says sorry Roy!) …it is the only pattern tea ware I haven’t got!

Cartoon ‘adjusted’
by Jan from our
Newsletter No. 22
of 2001.

Jane Holtzen
Memorial Day 2009.
I know my name may not suggest it, but I am a first generation Irish living
in America. I have been collecting Belleek for about 15 years, my late
mother (who was from Sligo) gave us a lamp for our anniversary and I was
hooked! As I learned more about this beautiful china I realized that I
needed to start a collection as there are so many different types. I began by focusing on sugar and
creamers but soon switched to cups and saucers but oddly enough my favorite pieces aren't among
them. I have several crested plates that I adore, an Aberdeen vase from the third period that I bought
to remember my mom and a carnation centerpiece. I obviously focus on the early marks when the
workmanship was at its best (in my opinion!!). The hardest thing for me about collecting is the
scarcity of early Belleek that is available. Any and all suggestions are welcome!!

Sheila Houghton
Sheila was always
interested in
Victorian
coloured glass,
but had great
difficulty
persuading Graham to buy it. They were staying
in the Lake District during the late summer of
1987, when she persuaded him to look round an
antique fair at Cartmel. There on a shelf of one
of the dealer’s stall was a pressed glass plate
that reflected the light like crystal. That was the
first piece they bought and was the start of them

Sheila and Graham relaxing
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becoming collectors. As they visited more and more fairs in search of glass for their collection, Sheila came
across several pieces of Belleek. She knew nothing about Belleek but fell in love with it. She said she had to
have a piece of Belleek and the first item they bought was a Ribbon cream and sugar. The following weekend
they went to the Charnock Richard fair and found a dealer by the name of Joe Trayy who explained all the
marks to them and gave them some guidance as to which pieces to collect. Needless to say he had some of
those pieces on his stand which included four first period Grass pattern cups and saucers which they bought.
Soon after this Graham and Sheila visited a fair at the Moat House at Wilmslow where they met dealers in
Belleek who were to influence their lives considerably. That was Graham and Maureen Munton. Maureen then
invited them to the second meeting of the UK Belleek Collectors’ Society that they were hosting at their house
in two weeks time. Graham Munton then provided them with the necessary directions to the Attic at Butley
Hall, Prestbury. They joined the Collectors Society at that meeting and have enjoyed being members ever since.
Their collection obviously increased, although it was not large as they were interested in other things. They had
collections of Victorian coloured glass, Sowerby pressed glass, 18th century wine glasses, Pal Mall glasses,
Shelley china and Liverpool and early Worcester porcelain.
There was one other hobby that they both shared in and that was cross stitch. Sheila had been involved in this
type of work for a long time and she was having trouble with the design of some samplers she was hoping to
make for their daughters-in-law. She asked Graham for some help as he had studied Engineering Drawing at
College. Getting involved with the samplers inspired Graham to try his hand and he produced several pieces.
The standard was such that both were asked to show their work in Northwest exhibitions.

This is an extract from a profile Graham wrote for the Newsletter in 1998. Sadly we lost Graham just over 2
years ago, he is remembered fondly. Sheila still has a small collection of choice Belleek and attends some
meetings… she is currently engaged in a very tricky needlework project.

Anne and Richard Ireland
It was Brian Scott
who first
interested Anne in
Neptune tea cups
and our small
collection has
grown from there though still without
achieving a proper harlequin set. Anne had
inherited one piece from her grandmother but
knew nothing about the history of Belleek or
the range of its output.
With Brian and Brenda's knowledge and
enthusiasm behind us, we developed an
interest and were encouraged to join the
fledgling British Society after enjoying the first
of the very entertaining AGMs in Eversholt. The
enthusiasm of such a group is very infectious.
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Gina Kelland
I first became seriously aware of Belleek
in 1990 when my late friend Bonnie
Woon and I were doing a professional
ceramic restoration course at Urchfont
Manor in Wiltshire. We each had to
write a paper, and Bonnie chose Belleek
because she thought it was so lovely.
It led us to meet Lady Marion
Langham at an antique fair in
London, and I started to restore
Belleek. It was very daunting as
it was so unlike anything else I
had handled, and I felt I must
preserve its translucency. Over
the years I restored more than
1,000 pieces, and developed
special techniques for the lovely
porcelain.
I have a small collection (most pieces are restored), at the heart of which
are some 30 salts – some of them are duplicates, but I treasure them all. I
was an active member of the Collectors’ Group for many years, including
contributing to and editing the Newsletter. I have now retired from
restoration but continue to keep in touch with the Group and I am
particularly interested in all the research which is published in the
Newsletter. I have gone back to old favourite textile hobbies, and am
building up a collection of cushions, bags, quilts, and wall hangings, and
wondering what to do with them all!
Editor’s Note: Gina was Editor of this Newsletter for five years

Karen Kincheloe
In 1972, I knew nothing about Belleek
until a travelling companion said, "For a
nice souvenir from our Ireland trip, we
must each buy a piece of Irish Belleek."
My "souvenir" was two coffee mugs and
two side plates in New Shell and thus
the "collection" was started. I knew nothing about marks, so
everything was the current third green. Within three years I had
a complete dinner set for 12 in New Shell, and used it often both in
Texas and later in Cheshire. Of course many other single pieces were
added, and I learned about Black Marks and purchased a few pieces.
When the International Belleek Society was formed, I immediately
joined and was eligible to enter the Society's photo competition in
showing how Belleek can be used. I designed a small Christmas

Page 38

UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 30/2 July 2009

wreath with (fake) greenery, an egg cup holding a thick red candle, a half dozen thimbles, and two napkin
rings, all entwined with a small red silk ribbon and bows. To my shock, I won first prize‐‐an all expense
paid trip for two on the first convention held in Belleek.

Belleek cookies made by Karen…
In 1989 when the UK Collectors Group was
formed, I wrote a brief congratulatory note to
the group and invited anyone who would like
to correspond to please do so. Charles
Easthope responded with a long letter and he
and his Fiona became my fast friends. Because
I had a John Mortlock (black mark) shell plate
advertising the London store, he put me in
touch with David Reynolds who had a similar
plate. Thus a close friendship with him and
later his Christine began.
When visiting a friend in Coventry, Charles offered to fetch me so that I could attend my first UK Belleek
Group meeting held at Bev and Chris Marvell's home. For me this was such a fantastic event and everyone
was so hospitable and eager to share their love for Belleek, that I pleaded to join the group. (Bless them
all for taking in this Yank!)
After many visits to the UK and attending as many meetings as possible (they are such wonderful all
weekend events)‐‐so often Patt and Tony Fox invited me to stay with them‐‐I decided to buy a small flat
and Macclesfield became my second home.
Oh, the fun of having my Belleek friends (who lived
within driving distance but in some cases still many miles
away) for dinner and a visit. Paddy and Tracy McKee
drove from Hull, Chris and Bev Marvell from Derbyshire,
and even Simon and Melanie Whitlock drove from
Cornwall to overnight with me, as did Gina Kelland from
Great Missenden. Seven years later I sold the flat, but
thanks to Pat, Paul, and Patrick Tubb, and Myra and Bob
Roalfe (and his chauffering me to Manchester airport),
they have taken me into their homes and made me feel
welcome.

Karen and Bev on an epic visit to Liverpool
A particular fond memory of the seven years I kept my
flat was of one cold December morning about 7 a.m. when I was preparing to leave for my return to
Texas. The doorbell rang and there stood smiling was Graham Munton with a small wrapped box. Only
then did I remember the questions that his Maureen had asked me the night before at a dinner
party in their home. She wanted to know exactly what time I would leave the flat and what time I was to
catch my bus to the airport. Inside the box was a lovely old green mark pink heart shaped dish to
celebrate my birthday that very day. So, you see, it's not just about Belleek; it's that Belleek brings
us together and has given me a wonderful family.
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Marion Langham
Founder &
President of the
UK Collectors’
Group.
Marion was
Honouree in 1993
Hi. Greetings from Africa!
So, this is the big one. Twenty years since that
historic little gathering in the Grosvenor Hotel in
London that saw the birth of the UK Group. I for
one never anticipated that it would grow and flourish in the way that it has. Lots of enthusiasts I
thought – some a bit odd – but enough to found a cosy little group of like-minded souls to swap info
about Belleek. Look at her now! Under the early leadership of Jan Golozweski and Brian Scott she
has grown into arguably the most active Chapter in the Belleek International Collectors Society with
members all over the UK (and some abroad); annual Christmas Parties, dozens of convivial
gatherings and a fantastic Convention under her belt; and a magazine that has become a collectors
item in it’s own right. Some of the founder members are sadly no longer with us and some, like
myself, have moved to places where Belleek is hardly known – but the Group has continued to
prosper.
I, as many people know, have moved back
to my roots in Kenya. We now live on the
shores of the Indian Ocean and I spend my
time minding (not literally) my cows,
chickens, donkeys, and other animals or
trying to persuade plants to grow in the dry
coral soil. When we get rain, plants grow at
the speed of light. If, as at present, the
rains fail, the crops die and the local
population face starvation. Despite this
(and the frequent power failures, the dodgy
roads, the shortages, and malaria) we have
a nice house, lots of sunshine, a pool, a
beach, and a friendly, smiling, local
population.
Whether I ever get back to visit the UK remains to
be seen. In the meantime, my heartiest
congratulations to the Group on their anniversary
and my best wishes for the future to you all. Roll on
the next twenty.

The house (above) and the view at dawn from the house
Editor’s note: looking at these pictures, the UK does
seem less attractive! …but we still hope Marion can tear
herself away from this idyllic place and visit us here in
the near future.

Page 40

UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 30/2 July 2009

Bev and Chris Marvell
Bev was brought up
to always buy secondhand (…well, she told
me they were
“antiques” – Chris)
and has been going to
auctions since she
was 16. Every Friday night she went with her Dad
to Johnson’s auctions at Nottingham cattle market
to look at the junk. When Bev lived in London just
after she left University (before she knew Chris),
she would go to Portobello Road flea market on
Saturdays to visit an elderly dealer in Victorian
greetings cards, who would say ‘buy the best quality you can afford, quality is everything’: wise words and this
philosophy probably works well for other collectibles too. Yes, Bev still collects her old cards, but like Belleek
it is getting increasingly difficult to make an exciting find.
Bev returned to Nottingham, bought an old cottage, Chris moved in and we were broke. Everything needed a
serious amount of attention. We bought anything cheap that took our fancy, from potties to oak settles, in fact
some of these early acquisitions are still with us and were a very wise buy. Then we weren’t into ‘proper’ pots
(only potties), but about 25 years ago we went to an antique fair and Chris spotted a Neptune cup and saucer
and we were filled with an overwhelming ‘desire to own’ because it looked so delicate, but it was £25 even
then ..and that soon dampened our ardour. The next Belleek that we came across was a Shamrock tea set and
this time we had no will power and it became the start of our collection. We became obsessed, every Sunday we
would drive all day to the nearest 5 or 6 fairs in the vain hope of finding something Belleek, mostly without
luck.
Our collection was growing, albeit slowly, and we fancied a classy antique display cabinet to show it off.
Eventually on one of our Portobello visits we found exactly the right one and arranged to pick it up the
following week in a hire van, this would also coincide nicely with the big yearly ephemera fair in London and
so we had reason for an overnight stay. So, the following Saturday we trundled down to pick up the cabinet,
then had a cup of coffee and decided to have another look at the Portobello stalls. The luck of the Irish was with
us (except we are English not Irish!), the previous week Marion’s (Langham) stall must have been shuttered up
because we had not seen it, but today it was open. We had never seen so much wonderful Belleek, we had no
idea Belleek made such fantastic pieces, it was an Aladdin’s cave. Marion was there chatting with Brian Scott
and we started to chat too, she asked if we were serious collectors because it just so happened that the inaugural
meeting of the UK Collectors’ Group was to take place the very next day, would we like to come? That was 20
years ago and since then we have made a lot of very good and close friends in the Belleek Group.
We like a lot of other porcelain and pottery manufacturers’ wares as well as glass, fabrics and furniture and we
have strange collections of hydrometers, thermometers, lithophanes, maps and atlases, old dresses, calculators.
When we are broke and can’t afford to add to our collections we turn to gardening.
It is difficult to say why we find Belleek so compulsive. We haven’t even got an Irish connection. It is probably
the design and quality, especially when Belleek is brave and innovative like the Chinese tea urn, or over-the-top
like the Rathmore basket, or the purity of design like Neptune, or the eggshell fineness of Echinus. Perhaps it’s
the hunt because it is so difficult to find? ...or maybe because there are so few records that we are always
finding out something new?
…or perhaps it’s the friends we’ve made and the camaraderie that seems unique to Belleek Collectors!
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Ann McCoy
My name is Ann McCoy, I live in
the North East of England in
Billingham which is part of
Stockton on Tees. I am a
Councillor on Stockton Borough
Council and was first elected in
1987. I am the Cabinet Member
for Adult Services and Health, I was mayor of the Borough in
1998/99 and I am an Honorary Alderman.
I fell in love with Belleek when my late husband and I saw it at
a tourism exhibition in Birmingham in the early 1990s. The
following year my father died and I wanted to buy something
to remember him by. I was at a conference in London and had
some free time, while having a look around the area I came
across a small shop called The Irish Shop (sadly no longer
there) they had a few pieces including a basket which I bought
and was hooked from that moment.
I now have over 100 pieces ranging from first edition pieces, pieces from most of the marks and
modern pieces. My first basket will always be my favourite because of what it means to me but I also
love the boy and girl basket bearers.
I would like to come to an event as everyone looks so friendly and welcoming but unfortunately the
dates have always clashed with other things in my diary but I am sure when I do manage to attend I
will not feel like a stranger.
Editor’s note: Yes, you can certainly be sure of that – we look forward to seeing you!

Tracy and Paddy McKee
We started to collect Belleek 15 years
ago. It all started after we got
married and were given a few pieces
as wedding presents.

Tracy and Paddy obviously delighted with their very own Belleek
Halloween hat!!
…..Now our wedding was not very conventional. …
We got married on a Friday afternoon, as Paddy had already
taken the afternoon off work before our holiday. He
then thought that he would combine this holiday and marriage,
and therefore save himself a few pounds! This holiday would then
become our honeymoon.

Page 42

UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 30/2 July 2009

We only booked the registry office on the Tuesday the week before. I say we, but it was me (Tracy). The
registry office insisted that we (i.e. me) pay that day as it required a special licence, as we had not given
the minimum required two weeks notice! Paddy's one regret is that this cost him more money, because of
the special licence! Who said romance is dead!
The marriage proposal consisted of "I've been making some phone calls and if you go now and pay we can
get married next Friday". I went and booked the registry office and then went to Paddy's office just to
make sure he hadn't changed his mind, in the meantime! And to make him ask me to marry him face to
face! It's the least a girl can ask for! So when I asked him if that is what he calls a marriage proposal, he
asked if my paying for the license was an acceptance!

Tracy is pretty handy with the Ice Cream Sundae, too…
We did not tell anyone that we were getting married but I decided
that although he got off without buying an engagement ring I
would get a wedding ring out of him! Therefore on the following
Saturday we got up early and went to Norwich and went to every
jewellers looking at wedding rings. However we could not find any
that we liked and Paddy kept suggesting that we should wait and
get the rings in Ireland, on our honeymoon! The cart before the
horse springs to mind!! So we left Norwich empty handed.
However I had not given up on the idea of a ring and on the
following Tuesday I was in Lowestoft to meet Paddy from work
and popped into a jeweller and found a ring that I liked. I met
Paddy after work and we went to the jeweller and as they were
closing we agreed on the price with the guarantee that the rings
would be ready on Friday morning as we were getting married
Friday afternoon! However when I went to collect them from the
jeweller and told the assistant not to wrap them as we were
getting married that afternoon she had a panic attack, it had not
occurred to me to do that!
I was busy running around, while Paddy was at work swanning about saying his goodbyes before his
holiday and arranged to meet two of his work colleagues for a drink after work. They were to be our
witnesses, unbeknown to them!
Our rings and wedding were paid for from the twenty pence coins that we had saved in a large Bells
whiskey jar! My dress was £24.99 from Asda (Wal‐Mart), yes I got a new dress, much to Paddy's
annoyance!
However when we all met in town to go for a drink i.e. the registry office, only one of Paddy's work
colleagues had turned up. The other was stuck in Friday traffic! So we needed a new witness: luckily we
phoned Paddy's work and persuaded a colleague to meet us! However the registry service was
entertaining as the lady informed us in a very stern way that a wedding was "between a man and a
woman" at which Paddy whispered that the registrar thought one of us was a little suspect! And since he
had a beard, that meant me! In my new dress and all! Paddy kept laughing, the lady kept giving us looks
to kill and no doubt later took bets on how long our marriage would last!

Page 43

UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 30/2 July 2009

The ceremony was over, we were married and we all went to the pub to celebrate! However everyone,
that is both our witnesses, had to get off so it was a short reception and anyway we had a five to six hour
drive to my parents to tell them we had got married!
However when we arrived late Friday night about 11.30 PM they had gone to bed. We got unpacked and
decided to get something to eat as it had been a long day. Unfortunately all the takeaways were closing or
closed and we ended up at the McDonalds drive through as it was the only food outlet still serving food.
We know how to celebrate!! There we were on our wedding night eating our meal in the car park of Mc
Donald's in Wigan! But we were laughing! Alas the romance did not end there as the spare room in my
parent’s house only had a single bed, which Paddy had and I had a camp bed, so ended our wedding day
and first night of wedded bliss!
The next morning Paddy would not face my parents until the coast was clear and so sent me downstairs
first while he hid on the landing, the big fairy! My mother was sitting at the kitchen table going through
the post which consisted of an invite to a family friends daughter’s wedding at Liverpool cathedral, a
Cathedral no less! A lavish reception at the best hotel in Liverpool and no doubt all the trimmings!
That broke the ice and presented me with the opportunity to inform her that: "by the way we got married
yesterday!" My mother was shocked but my father who had by now joined us was pleased as it would save
him a packet! There is a trend developing here with the men in my life. Paddy dutifully came downstairs,
now that it was safe to do so!
We spent Saturday and Sunday with my parents before driving over night Sunday to Scotland to get the
early morning ferry to Ireland. Now we had lived together for about two years but I had never met Paddy's
mother. Yes honestly! Never! I had spoken to her on the phone but that was it!
So on Monday morning we were on the ferry trying to decide how to tell his mother. ‘Oh this is Tracy and
by the way we got married on Friday! Yes sorry about the lack of an invite, but if it makes you feel any
better her folks didn't know about this either!’ did not seem like a great opening line! But we had time to
work on it!
However that is about how it happened as Paddy's mother spotted the new wedding rings (remember
them!) before we had a chance to ambush her with our news! To say she was in shock is an
understatement and she said little to us for about three days by which time we had decided to beat a
retreat and went to Galway for our honeymoon! Proper like ;)
Did I mention Belleek? Yes Belleek, before we went on
our honeymoon we got some Belleek as wedding
presents from Paddy's family and friends. I had never
seen Belleek before but everyone seemed to know all
about it.
It is believed to bring good‐luck to give some Belleek
as a wedding present and we had been given several
pieces. People kept explaining that this was the "New
Belleek" not the old black mark Belleek, whatever that
meant! Oh if only my life was still so simple.

…lots of Belleek here…but sorry no biscuit barrel…
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Anyway off we went to Galway and while there I started to notice Belleek in the shops and became
curious about it. I rather liked a Shamrock biscuit barrel and suggested that we could buy it to go with our
other Belleek presents. However Paddy said he was on holiday and did not want to be carrying Belleek
around with him. If only he would still insist on that! He suggested that we could/would buy one back in
Northern Ireland. So on our return we went to the local shops expecting to pick up a shamrock biscuit
barrel. However we could not find one in Paddy's home town. By now I was getting annoyed as all I
wanted was a biscuit barrel, so we decided to go further a field, however we could not find one! But did
see a lot of new Belleek and bought a few items.
Paddy's mother was now out of shock and was now talking to us! She suggested that I should get an old
biscuit barrel, one with a black mark as it would be better than a new one. I think she just wanted Paddy
to spend some money! A mother’s revenge!
So on our return to Suffolk we started to go to the odd antique shop and then to the odd Antique fair
trying to find a shamrock biscuit barrel. However we could not find one, but we again started to notice
the enormous amount and variety of cheap black mark Belleek about, tons of the stuff, dealers tables
where over laden, tea sets, statues, painted plates, Celtic vases and armorials! You name it, they had
loads!
Ah yes, OK you have me: lies! We couldn't find diddly squat! Wandering into an Antique fair half way
through the day was too late and the dealers told us if we wanted Belleek we had to look hard and early!
And so we did and slowly we started to come across Belleek. We bought Degenhardt's second book
closely followed by Marion Langham's book and we were hooked!
We started as I guess most people do by buying cups and saucers and mostly tea sets. Then we found
painted plates and then vases. Now we try to buy and concentrate on anything Celtic!
Now 15 years later we have some wonderful Belleek, but believe it or not I still haven’t got a Shamrock
biscuit barrel! ( I am hoping this story will remind him ;)
Editor’s Note: On receiving the above write-up from Tracy, I
couldn’t help wondering if Paddy had actually read what Tracy
had sent us (bearing in mind Del Domke’s thoughts about
Belleek as grounds for divorce) so I checked with him – Paddy
was very happy with it, and then exercised his “right to reply” as
follows….
Yes I've read the "why we collect Belleek". Very pleased you
like it! The sad thing is it’s all true! We left the bit out about
the row we had before we left the house to go to the registry
office to get married! I decided to have a trim and a bit of a
shave and Tracy was a tad annoyed that I 'd chosen dinner
time to do it, but it was my wedding day too! Damn it! And I
wanted to look my best for the photos in the disposable
camera that we had found with a few "pics" left to take! To
this day Tracy reminds me about how I was nearly late for my
own wedding when it is supposed to be the bride
that arrives late!
Go on put that bit in and embarrass her! Editor: OK, I will!

Paddy at the 2008 Xmas Party – looking very distinguished, proving he scrubs up very well
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Neville Maguire
I started buying Belleek
when I returned home about
1990.
My interest in Belleek is the
connection to developments
in the 19th century between
Ireland and the rest of Great Britain and its potteries.
I wrote a book, 'Belleek in Context' that shows these
interests. I am working on a piece about
investigations into early Belleek and ways in which
aspects of time distorts our understanding of that
research.
And that for now is it….

Neville at the 2007 Belleek Convention at the launch of his
book in Enniskillen.
Editor’s Note: As well as his research
into Belleek and other ceramic
subjects, Neville is famed within the
Group for his legendary scones and
for his extensive collection of the rarer
and more unusual Belleek pieces.

On the left is a small part of Neville’s
ceramics collection – some of it is
Belleek, but they are unusual items!
Can you guess which pieces?

Here are the famous scones along
with other tea-time specialities…
Editor’s Note: I believe the plates on
which afternoon tea is served are part
of a set made for Brunel’s Steamship
the “Great Eastern” which were made
at Worcester by Kerr and Binns in the
1850’s… sorry Nev, if I got this
wrong!
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Margaret and David Montgomery, Tauranga, New Zealand
David is
President
of the NZ
Collectors’
Club
Hello, we are David and Margaret
Montgomery, from New Zealand.

David and Margaret with Bev showing the
spectacular view from their home.
In the late 1990’s we were looking for some Victorian chairs. David remembered that Joan, the daughter of an
old Irish friend of his father, sold the occasional piece of antique furniture. We went to visit Joan and David
spotted a china cabinet full of beautiful china. Joan advised that it was Belleek, made in Ireland. As David’s
late father had been born in Cookstown, County Tyrone, David wanted something Irish as a memento. Belleek
was just what he wanted, but where to find some.
In New Zealand there aren’t many good Antique shops and Belleek is very scarce. However we found two
baskets in an Antique shop in Christchurch, both with damage, not that we knew that at the time. We only
knew that we liked them. They were the beginning of the collection.
With any type of collecting you must research your subject, but where do you start? We were lucky in being
told of the NZ Belleek Collectors group, which we joined. Books written on the subject by Marion Lady
Langham and Richard Degenhardt opened our eyes to vast variety of items that Belleek made.
We found E-bay was the place to buy. It was soon apparent from the bidding that there was a small group of
people who liked the same items we did. One of these people was Del (Domke), who was only too willing to
pass on his knowledge. The quest for more pieces and knowledge led to the United Kingdom web-site. We
joined the group in 2005 and have made more friends.
The collecting of Belleek has fulfilled our different
desires; David’s collecting of Irish mementos and
Margaret’s quest for history, but the greatest joy has
been the wonderful people we have met along the
way. We have now become part of the Belleek
family, with friends across the world.

David relaxing on a fishing trip on Lake Rotorua
Editor’s note: David and Margaret are hosting a
meeting of the New Zealand Belleek Collectors
Group on 13th and 14th February 2010 – It will be a fantastic meeting which Bev and I will attend – other
members of the UK Group are trying to get out to NZ for the meeting too – if you are interested, I can pass
David’s information to you so you can get in touch.
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Maureen and Graham Munton
Graham first became aware of Belleek in the
early 1960’s. Graham was owed some money
and the chap who owed it to him, being short
of funds, paid Graham with Belleek. A while
later, in 1962, Maureen saw a pair of Corn on
the Cob Spills and brought them. This started
their collecting and passion for Belleek.

Maureen and Graham at home with a few items from their collection, the
picture taken on the occasion of one of Graham’s 90th Birthday parties.
Maureen and Graham have become renowned for their dinners and parties –
many members have commented on this in their own Belleek stories. They
have been very influential on many in the UK Group with their inimitable
good taste and style, generosity and wonderful collection of Belleek.
Q. What are your favourite pieces of Belleek?
A. Our favourite single piece is the Hand holding a Fan, but generally we
like figures more than anything else.
Q. Is there any connection between you liking Belleek and you liking Goss?
A. We started collecting Goss and Belleek at about the same time as the
pieces look similar and because there are connections between the workers.
We also collect Baxter prints because we could not afford real paintings as
they cost thousands.
Q. Why did you start to buy hollow stem champagne glasses?
A. When we joined the Goss society we went to a members house (Ted Bond) and he gave us a drink out of
hollow stem glasses, that's how we got into it
Q. What is Graham's recipe for a Champagne cocktail?
A. Grahams cocktail is one bottle champagne and one glass of brandy
Editor: Well that explains why we all had such fun!
Q. Maureen you are celebrated for your glamour. Didn't you get cold standing at Newark in your high heels,
seamed stockings and tailored dresses? Have you ever had to wear woolly socks or a thermal vest?
A. I did get cold standing at Newark but never wore anything else - definitely not thermals!
Q. Who is Maureen's fashion ion?
A. Her Icon was Marilyn Munroe
Q. Do you remember the days at the NEC Antique Fairs when we would all meet at your stand and have a glass
of Madeira at the end of the day?
A. Yes, we remember those days, as well as at Ally Pally when there would be sandwiches and Madeira!
Q. Can you even start to count the number of Belleek parties and dinners you held?
A. We can not really remember how many dinner parties we had, but sometimes we had 3 a week around
Christmas time!
Editor’s note: Three cheers for Maureen and Graham! This piece was written before Graham’s death but we
have included it unaltered. On behalf of the Group, we would like to extend our love and sympathy to Maureen.
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Linda and Eddie Murphy
Eddie is Chairman of
the UK Collector’s
Group
We were married in 1971 and
had a few pieces of Belleek given to us as presents by Linda’s
mum and dad from their visits to Ireland but we just treasured
them rather than starting to collect. At that time both of us were
working in the pottery industry in Stoke, Linda as a lithographer
and Eddie as a mould maker/modeler and we appreciated fine
pottery.
In 1992 Linda had a special birthday and two friends brought her a second period Shamrock trio for a birthday present
thinking shamrocks and Belleek were apt being as our name is Murphy.
Then something wonderful happened. We wanted to know more about this wonderful pottery, Patt and Tony Fox, Linda’s
sister and brother-in-law, already had a fantastic collection and helped us to gain more knowledge.
Our first piece of Belleek that we actually brought was from Maureen and Graham Munton - it was a second period tumbler.
Maureen and Graham had a stand as dealers at the Moat House in Etruria in Stoke-on-Trent at an antiques fair – by
coincidence this is where the 1997 Belleek Convention was held. Soon after this we were overtaken by total obsession as
the flood gates opened in our quest for more knowledge and pieces of Belleek.

Earthenware dinner service beautifully
displayed on a dresser at Eddie and
Linda’s home
Part of our collection is earthenware which
Eddie loves as it was used as part of
everyday life, Linda prefers the finer pieces
probably the Echinus footed bowl painted in
majolica colours and Eddie would love to
own the Horse and Snake.

The most wonderful thing of all is we have met so many people from all walks of life
and have made great friends.
We hope it continues!
Editor’s note: here we see the Eddie and Linda in somewhat less
conventional mode, as John Rambo and Lara Croft – a truly devastating
combination!
Err… is that a real AK47?
…Some say that this is the real reason that Eddie manages to obtain all
those really rare pieces of Belleek…
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Editor’s note: back in 1997, Eddie and Linda sent in this information to Jan and it was published in our
Newsletter (Issue 17, May 1997). It has more details of Eddie and Linda’s interests, so it is reproduced here
along with Jan’s wonderful Peanuts cartoon!
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Marilyn Gary and Carl Orbann
Marilyn is President of
San Diego Chapter
My husband, Carl and I fondly
take the credit or is it the blame
(?!) for my parents’ involvement in the Belleek Collectors
International Society. In December, 1978 while stationed with
the Navy in Newport, Rhode Island, we saw Richard
Degenhardt’s book, ‘Belleek, The Complete Collector’s Guide
and Illustrated Reference’ and thought it would make a fine gift
for my mother, Betty Gary. We also enrolled her as a charter
member of the society. Little did we know what impact this
gift would have on my parents’ lives for so many years to
come!

Although many of you are familiar with Fred and
Betty Gary’s extensive collection, you may not know
that over 150 pieces of it were purchased in South
Africa while Carl and I lived there, 1990-1993. Carl
became quite the Belleek treasure hunter and
successfully purchased many important pieces for my
parents’
collection,
mostly in
st
Capetown. He found a 1 black mark Grass tea kettle, and two dejeuner
sets along with many other vases, spills and cups and saucers. Later,
Fred was able to add many other Grass pieces to the tea kettle, making a
nice assortment.
Along the way we bought a few pieces for ourselves. Carl found the 2nd
black mark Erne tea set at an out-of-the-way gift shop outside of
Pretoria! We both love the shape of the cups and the color. We also
have an assortment of cream and sugars from our time in South Africa.
I’ll never forget the first piece of Belleek we purchased in South Africa.
I saw an item about an auction and Belleek was included in the items up
for bid. We drove down to the preview and there was one piece of
Belleek, a black mark seahorse flower holder. I left a closed bid and
found out later that I was the successful bidder! This same piece is now
part of our daughter’s Belleek, having spent many years in my mother’s
collection.
Our family continues to be involved with Belleek, enjoying participation
in the active San Diego chapter, the 1st Belleek chapter! As you can see,
we even had a stained glass door designed to represent our fondness for
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South Africa (note the proteas at the top and bottom) and Belleek (green shamrocks and “twig” arch from
Marilyn’s primary shamrock pattern). It’s tough to incorporate an African and Irish theme in an American
craftsman style home, but we’re doing our best!
On behalf of the UK Group, we would like to extend our sympathy to Marilyn and Carl following the recent sad
loss of Fred, Marilyn’s father.

Katie and Tom Proteau
Tom is
President of
the Evergreen
Chapter
Our collection began 51 years ago with
wedding gifts. A Shamrock lemon dish, a
Lotus cream and sugar, and a New Shell
cream and sugar. All sixth mark.
I had no idea what Belleek was or what the
color of the mark signified. Katie had heard
of Belleek.
After graduation from Dental school my life’s journey put me into the US Navy, aboard the USS
Hornet which eventually put me ashore in Hong Kong. There I made our first purchase of Belleek –
six Shamrock coffees and saucers, six US dollars per set. I still had no idea what Belleek was but was
familiar with the “Shamrocks”. The next buy was a Shamrock coffee pot which was the start of our
collecting efforts. From there we bought the occasional piece until we bought Dick Degenhardt’s first
book in the early 1980’s. The world of Belleek changed for us. Our first major purchase was a first
black Thistle dejeuner set minus a sugar and tray. The pieces are tinted pink and gilded. Nancy
Lavine provided us with a sugar, we are still looking for the tray.
Over the years we have added more sets,
earthenware pieces, statuary, very unique pieces
and very simple pieces. We have bought from
dealers, friends, small and large antique shops,
auction houses but we stay away from E-bay and
telephone bidding. We enjoy “feeling” and seeing
the piece(s) first to “see” if they fit in with our
idea of Belleek. The “Creator” (?) gave someone
at the Pottery the ability to fashion the particular
piece in question and we enjoy that experience
when making a purchase. The experience of
purchasing from the Pottery either directly or
indirectly has allowed us to meet that
requirement. And the “aside” of being a Belleek
Collector has allowed us to meet many
wonderful people from around the globe.
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Julia and Georgina Reece
Hi, my name is Julia, this is how I became part
of the UK Group family…
I discovered Belleek some 25 years ago when I
started buying it for my sister and her husband
who had become collectors. Originally buying
Green and Gold mark pieces, I learned quite
quickly that the Black mark pieces were the oldest and the most beautiful
and I was hooked. Although I had been a frequent visitor to Antique shops
and fairs and collected many different things, Belleek had passed me by until
then!
I met Marion Langham at a fair (I don’t remember where) but I was attracted
to her fabulous array of Belleek. We discussed Belleek at length and I met
her at several fairs and really began to appreciate and learn more about
Belleek. Marion was such an inspiration. She told me of her plans to set up a
Group of collectors and subsequently invited me to the first Belleek meeting
at the Grosvenor Hotel in London.
I felt unnecessarily nervous but excited at the prospect of meeting other people
with the same interest. I should not have worried, at the meeting Marion had
taken some fantastic pieces to admire, it made it so easy to talk to these
strangers with a common bond of the love of Belleek. It was almost instant
friendship and we had a wonderful afternoon and I made close friends that still
remain today.
As the Group’s unofficial photographer I became very involved with the
Group and attended all the meetings for several years until I moved to Sweden
for 18 months. When I came back to the UK, I brought my two week old
daughter Georgina with me to my 1st meeting after returning. We have
attended most AGMs since.
Georgina has become
the next generation
within the Group and
she takes an active part,
helping with the silent auctions, joining in with the
discussions and is an enthusiastic speaker for the ‘bring
and tell’. By the age of three she had learnt all of the
Belleek marks and would look underneath items on low
glass shelves in Antique shops for me to see if she could
spot any Belleek. She has her own small collection of
animals and other pieces. Of course she is now quite
grown up and is studying for her GCSEs. She also plays
cello in 2 Orchestras and was ‘lead cello’ at the County
festival recently. Last year she passed the Bishops exam
at Worth Abbey and was elected a Bishop’s Chorister and
this March was presented with the Bishop’s Medal by the
Bishop at his Palace in Chichester.

Above left: Georgina receiving the Bishop’s Medal in Chichester. Above: after attending a Belleek meeting
when only 2 weeks old, Georgina’s still the UK Group’s youngest member… but now taller than her Mum!
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Norma Reilly
Founding member of
the BCIS
It all began when I started
going to a subsidiary of
Macy’s to window shop – I could not afford anything, I
was happy to just look, but I promised myself ‘one of
these days’.
With my work I was transferred to Ireland and used to go
to Browne Thomas on Grafton Street in Dublin and do
the same, alas still no money. Whilst I was over there, I
became a founding member of the Dublin Women’s club
and when I moved back to New Jersey I promised to do a
favour for a nurse friend. I agreed to bring some stuff
back to the US for another nurse. The nurse had offered to get some Belleek back at a reasonable price, of
course it was a Shamrock tea set – but as a thank you to me she gave me an oval covered basket.
Fortunately I had a husband who shared the same interest and baskets remain my main passion (60+) and other
heavily flowered pieces, I marvel at how they are made. BUT, if I had to save just one piece it would be my
Chinese tea urn.
I have other collections too. A Kaiser birds collection and Copenhagen small figures, also pewter, mainly
Indians and the figures from the wild west.
Since 1980 I have raised Alaskan Lhasa Apso dogs, I got my first dog in the UK, unfortunately she was a
hairless wonder (usually they have long hair that needs grooming). After her, we got a show quality dog that
turned out to be a champion, the first of many. Again I shared my love of dogs with my husband, they were part
of the family. The Belleek collecting started about the same time.
Two ladies tried to start the NJ Chapter and got in touch with collectors in the area. They used to take it in turns
to have dinners and parties. Only Phyllis and Dave (Clarke) and I are left from the original founding group.
[You might think Norma is Irish, but no, she is of Italian origins!]

Norma’s dedication to Belleek is
clearly shown by her car’s
licence plate…
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Chris and David Reynolds
David was the UK
Collectors’ Group
Chairman from 2004 to
2007
Our profile really falls into two distinct parts, the “I” as in
David and the “WE” as in Chris and David.
Starting with the I, my involvement with Belleek really
started when I was ten months old and my Grandfather
died, leaving two items of Belleek in the family home, but
it was another forty years before that involvement
became an awareness which very quickly became a
passion. It was in the mid 1980’s that I started buying
Belleek at antique fairs and as I became more involved and
aware of the vast range of wares, a desire to learn more
was frustrated by an absence of easy access to
information. It was in early 1988 that I first met Maureen
and Graham Munton at an antique fair in the basement disco/night club of The Valley Lodge Hotel
between Wilmslow and Altrincham and from conversations with them the wider Belleek picture unfolded,
and they passed my name and address onto Marion Langham, then in summer 1988 I was contacted by
Martina Bromley, the BCIS President from The Pottery and I immediately joined, this then gave me my first
introduction to the only significant work on the subject, Richard Degenhardt’s book published in 1978, and
the then quarterly Belleek Collector Magazine. I still have very fond memories of the time Jan Golaszewski
and I dined with Dick Degenhardt in the Pottery restaurant some years later.
Once the decision to create a UK Collector’s Group was made, I immediately said yes, however on the day
in June 1989 when an inaugural meeting was scheduled in London, I set off but never arrived due to a rail
failure which stopped all trains between Stoke and Stafford for some hours and I sat on a stationary train
in the open countryside whilst my fellow collectors were getting to know each other, it was then some
months before I could catch up with everybody. That was twenty years ago, and the ensuing years have
been filled with so many memories of good times and enjoyable social events.
My first overseas trip to a Belleek event was in 1995 when I travelled to the second International
Convention in Seattle, however I had already met many of the overseas members on the (then) annual
Pottery event for BCIS members, and from 1991 I was ever present for twelve years until the frequency
stretched to bi‐annually.
I will jump a few years after the WE starts, to 2004 when the first ever ballot at a UK Group AGM was held
to elect a Chairman and I was elected, as I was again in 2006, serving the Group as such for three years
during which time I embarked on vigorous recruitment campaign, including introduction of Associate
Member status for overseas collectors, all of which culminated in the Group membership numbers
doubling in less than three years.
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As Chairman, I organised the Group’s 50th meeting in 2005 when a record number of members spent a
wonderful weekend in Worcester with exclusive viewing times in the Dyson Perrin Museum and when we
had Henry and Barbara Sandon as our Guests of Honour.

David chatting with Henry Sandon
at our 50th Meeting in Worcester
The WE starts really in 1997, when Chris and I were actively
involved with and attended the UK Group Convention in
Stoke on Trent and it was on the final gala night that our
wedding plans were leaked to the attendees.
Our wedding in March 1998 was a Belleek event and
embraced the scheduled Spring meeting on Sunday
following the previous day’s ceremony and reception. So
Chris hit the ground running and a swift learning curve
brought her totally up to speed with Belleek collecting and
all that goes with it.
During the ensuing years we have attended virtually every Group meeting, travelled frequently to Co.
Fermanagh for BCIS events and other short break holidays, we also attended International Conventions in
Portland, Oregon and Grand Rapids, Michigan (where I gave a presentation on the successes of the UK
Collectors Group and how the meetings were varied and offered something of interest for everybody),
then more recently and nearer to home, in Enniskillen in 2007.

This sign at Chris and David’s house is clearly
wrong… while there is lot of Belleek, it’s never
6 miles (or kilometres for that matter) to the
dining room…or Belleek Pottery
A frequently asked question is why did you
start collecting and what is your favourite
piece. The why really follows on from the first
paragraph and was whilst seeking to learn
more about my Grandfather’s possessions, as
there was no connection with Northern Ireland,
the mystery as to why he owned a 2nd period
Shamrock Bread plate from Robinson and
Cleaver and a 2nd period Harp cream jug
remains unsolved.
Those two pieces whilst being common items remain at the heart of our collection purely out of sentiment
and their representation of the beginning of a Belleek journey over a quarter century and still going.
Amongst our collection we have many “favourite” items, most of which fall into this category because
behind their acquisition lies a tale or memory jogger as to where we were when we bought them.
The many friendships built through collecting Belleek, whilst involved in Group activities and travelling to
Ireland and the USA are extremely important to us and we see Belleeking as being more than just
accumulating the tangible items in a cabinet.
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Myra and Bob Roalfe
Myra: To be honest I
cannot remember how
long we have been
collecting it must be
about 15 or more years.
The first pieces in our Belleek collection were a
Ribbon pattern (pink) cream and sugar that Bob
bought me for my birthday. He bought them from a
little antique shop that was about 100yards from
our house, shortly after the shop owner spotted him
in another shop and, obviously thinking he was a
collector, said he had something that might interest
him, it turned out to be a 2nd period Neptune tea
set.
I was duly taken to the shop and I could not believe how delicate the cups and saucers were, it
looked as if it had been made for fairies. I fell in love with it immediately and had to have it. This was
the start of our collecting. I started going to local antique fairs and there was one held regularly at a
hotel just outside Wilmslow, the Valley Lodge, and there I discovered a couple who had a stall
which always had pieces of Belleek, and I was usually tempted to purchase a piece. The couple
were of course Graham and Maureen Munton, and after a few purchases Maureen suggested that,
as I obviously liked Belleek, I might like to join a society for Belleek collectors, which after a bit of
persuasion I did.
In those days you had to join the
International Collectors society first, so it
was a couple of years before Bob and I
actually attended a meeting of the UK
Belleek Collectors. The first meeting we
attended was at the Boddington Arms in
Wilmslow, and it was the year that Chris
and David Reynolds got married, I cannot
remember how long ago that was,
perhaps about 12 years? Anyway
everyone was so nice and made us so
welcome that the rest is history.

Myra at home with some of the collection

We do not have a very large collection as I prefer to just collect the black marks and they are
increasingly difficult to find. My favourite pieces are probably my two tea sets, they are so delicate
that I cannot believe that they were made to be used and also that they have survived so long. I
would love to find a Belleek brooch, preferably an older one, as I so admire the ones that I see some
other members wearing.
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Sandy Roland
President of the
Sacramento Valley
Chapter
In 1985 Sandy married a man who
had his own Belleek collection, now Sandy is the collector. He
kept his Belleek in a little box and when he died Sandy opened
the box and had a decision to make – to learn about Belleek or to
let it go.
Sandy is one of the Belleek
Pottery tour ‘old timers’,
making the trip to Ireland with the ‘old gang’. She particularly likes
museum pieces although it was several years before she got a black mark
piece, but when she got her feet wet there was no stopping her.

Sandy (right) with Katherine Gaertner, in a picture published in the
Fermanagh Herald of September 13th 1996 under the headline “The Yanks
who go just potty about our Belleek” the article describes the “Ladies who
scour the country every year in search of priceless pottery pieces to add to
their collections” – clearly Sandy and Katherine are foremost among these!
One of the early pieces she just could not resist was a group of 3
Greyhounds. Sandy says she prefers to save up her money for the big prize
and make a statement, for example she would love to own Queen Victoria’s
flowered frame from the Belleek Pottery museum! If the house was burning
down she would save her gilt Chinese tea urn (it has a ‘screw loose’! in
other words it needs a replacement screw for the metal mount, any help
finding one would be appreciated).
Sandy is an avid eBay watcher and is catching Katherine (Gaertner) up on
her pig collection. She is also a book worm and loves to read and buy books
(not necessarily rare ones). She has boxes stashed away and it is often a
wonderful surprise to open them and re-discover what she has.
And Sandy emailed us this extra information in addition to her interview with Bev at the New Jersey
Convention…
Sandy became a serious collector in 1985 after inheriting a dozen pieces of Belleek from her late husband
whose interest stemmed from the immigration of his mother, Isabel Aiken, from England to Ireland (over 110
years ago) as a small child where she lived in close proximity to the Pottery. After Sandy's first trip to Ireland
in 1988 her collection began to grow by leaps and bounds. Today, after many more trips to Ireland, it is
approaching the 2,000 mark.
Her china cabinets display some of her favorite pieces such as the Chinese Tea Urn, Group of Greyhounds,
flowered frames, jardinières, earthenware, and numerous dejeuner sets. Her greatest treasure, however, is the
friendships she has made with other Belleek collectors from around the world and she plans to keep adding to
that also.
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Catherine and Trevor Roycroft

•

Married October 12th 1957

•

2 Children. Son PhD Economics,
Daughter B.S.N MPPA Nursing

•

Started Belleek collecting 50 years ago.
156 pieces – half common, half rare first
black. I have all 12 lithophanes, Gothic candlestick, Cavalier,
double boy and shell, Celtic bowl of roses, Collins mug, my
latest purchase is a perfect Horse and Snake third black
(Catherine is planning to have me ride backwards out of town
Lady Godiva style!) The provenance of the bulk of our
collection is Degenhardt, Levine, Clarke, Berdell Dickinson,
Langham.

•

I am a founder member of the BCS 1979, now the BCIS and an
Associate member of the UK Belleek Collectors’ Group!

Trevor’s Horse and Snake
Editor’s note: this is Eddie Murphy’s favourite piece, so Trevor and
Catherine may have to be on the lookout for a commando raid – (see Eddie
and Linda’s piece in the Newsletter)

Pat and Brian Russell

Well it all started when I was doing some
decorating in the front room. I was building
a fireplace and Patricia in her wisdom
decided to place upon the mantle-piece
some Belleek Shamrock spills. I left the
spirit-level against it, it decided to slip…

Brian showing some of his research on Belleek Registrations to Linda Murphy.
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…and you can guess what happened next – yes, all broken into little
pieces. Well you can Imagine what Pat said, which I can not repeat
within these lines.

Pat, with a very nice invitation... Brian must have been forgiven
after breaking her Belleek!
So I said that I would replace the broken items, and we have been
doing this ever since. After some time Pat decided to join the UK
Group and International society, this was about 15years ago. We went
to our first meeting in Minster, Kent, and our first AGM at Eversholt,
where our late dear member Brian Scott held it in the local
community centre.
We have now been to nearly all the meetings of our Group and have
found great friends, sadly some no longer with us and some have
moved on to other things, but they will never be forgotten.

Today I am more into research than actually collecting but still buy the occasional piece. Ever since our first
visit to Looe, Cornwall, for one of the meetings held by Mel and Simon Whitlock, when I gave a talk on
Belleek Registered designs (which can be found on our Web site), I discovered that I find so much pleasure in
doing research, particularly into Armstrong, McBirney, and of course I also enjoy being your Treasurer.
Editor’s note: Brian currently the UK Collectors’ Group Treasurer

Brenda Scott
My husband
Brian’s collecting
habit started when
he was a boy with
stamps, then
moved on to the
Mutiny on the Bounty. The men involved with
that event would have been surprised if they
had known that at that moment on April 28th
1789 in the South Pacific as they cast Captain
Bligh and his supporters off in the open boat
they were not just changing their lives but
many people would become obsessed with
their story.

Brian and Brenda Scott at a UK Belleek Meeting

I have carvings from Pitcairn, models of boats and of Bligh, Fletcher Christian and Captain Cook, so I’m
never lonely! I have a lovely diorama that has been on exhibition and I look forward to its safe return – it
has been in Scotland.
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Mason’s Ironstone then became a big interest and I do love it – that started when we returned from
Nigeria with a collection of Thorn carvings, talking drums and the Oba of Benin (made from ammunition
used in the Biafran War).
…Then there was of course Belleek because of Brian’s Irish ancestry, but you know all about that!
All of these interests spawn collections of books as well as people and I have friends through the Mutiny
who have wanted to prove their relationship to Bligh, and we have had holidays in Australia and America
as a result.
As my daughter has lived in Turkey since 1984 we have many books about Aturturk and a book has
recently been published about Smyrna, now Izmir, where Vanessa lives.
There is a Cadbury Schweppes collection too as Brain worked for them… and even more books.
Now I’m not complaining. I have two rooms upstairs I don’t need to use and a lot of it is there. I say
“Goodnight” to Captain Bligh when I pull the curtains in ‘his’ room!
I asked my children (2 live abroad) what I should do as I feel they’ll have a lot of sorting out to do one day.
My daughter said “just leave it Mum” but Robert the eldest and living in Dubai at present says “there are
companies that deal with this!” I bet they do and that worries me. I imagine them creaming it off and the
rest in a skip.
Now does not seem like the time to sell and I do not use the computer, so any advice would be
appreciated.
Editor’s Note: if any other collectors can help Brenda, I can put you in touch with her if you contact me.
Brian Scott was one of the founder members of the UK Group, working with Marion Langham and Jan
Golaszewski to get the Group started. Brian then served as the Group’s Hon. Treasurer for many years. It
became the custom for us to hold our Summer AGM in Eversholt, the pretty village where Brenda and Brian
then lived – it was an immense pleasure to go back to their cottage after the meeting and chat with Brenda and
Brian. Brian was always a wonderful fount of expert information on many subjects.

Shirley Switzer
Trillium Chapter
Belleek has been in my family as
long as I can remember.
My grandmother was from
Donaghadee, Northern Ireland and when she went back to N.I. she
would bring us all back a gift of Belleek. Since then I've inherited
my mothers and grandmother’s pieces.
My favorite piece is a shell salt 2nd black with pink coral which I purchased in a junk shop in N.I. for which I
paid less than £5. (pictured here)
My collection now contains about 195 pieces.
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Pat, Paul and Patrick Tubb
My (Pat’s) first memories of Belleek were
as a child seeing it displayed in a shop
window in my mother’s home town of
Newcastle Co. Down where ‘the Mountains
of Mourne sweep down to the sea’. From
my recollection the Belleek pieces filled up
most of the window space and I would gaze at it for ages. We never
bought any, my mother was more interested in the linen shop next door,
so that it was not until Paul and I married in 1968 that we received our
first piece, a left handed Aberdeen jug as a present from one of my Irish
friends. Nearly two years later our new baby daughter, Maryanne, was
given a thorn mug as a christening gift from another Irish friend.

A beaming Pat having just been given a very nice plant!
And that might have been the sum total of our collection except that the
seed sown outside that shop window in Newcastle was always there and
so, more than 25 years later in fact, we visited the pottery, at my
suggestion, whilst staying with my cousin in Newcastle and my son, Paul
Henry, bought me a jardinière. There in the box was the card inviting me
to join the Collectors International Society which, on the strength of the few pieces that I owned, one of which
did not strictly belong to me, I filled in and joined up. That was in 1997 – yes just before the UK Convention in
Stoke on Trent which, I have ever since regretted not being able to attend due to ill health at the time when
going anywhere was the last thing on my mind.
Indeed, it was not until I re-read the Belleeker magazine that I realised there was a group here in the UK. I first
contacted Lady Marion about purchasing her book and she invited us to the NEC for a show at which she
signed our copy and told us to contact Jan (Golaszewski) which we did and thus started an association which
has become such a major part of our lives. Just prior to our first meeting we met Graham and Maureen Munton
at an antique fair in Newmarket which was really our first introduction to the friendliness that we have always
found throughout the next 11 years.
Our first meeting was an AGM at Eversholt, so our
collection grew even more as a result of the silent auction
and with that and weekly visits to antique fairs the
collection has continued to grow. It is difficult to put into
words the excitement of those early collecting years
when, what we might now consider quite ‘ordinary’
pieces were avidly hunted down from every sort of dealer
or shop. Gradually we have honed our collecting to
concentrate now largely on finishing tea ware sets and
buying painted pieces when we can. Also our main
buying medium has become e-bay and we now rarely
attend antique fairs, unless it is to meet up with other
group members at Stafford or the NEC etc.

Paul was UK Devotee of 2008!
Paul’s initial involvement was as my driver but even he gradually succumbed to the bug – aided by finding a
pair of painted hexagon plates, that I had missed, at a flea market in Norwich – and began to love the beautiful
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pieces as well as their collector!!! His main interest, however, lies in researching the lives of the potters who
went over from Stoke on Trent to Belleek in the early years of the pottery. This began as a coming together of
interests, family history and Belleek collecting complementing his other hobbies of looking into English social
history and Anglo-Irish relations.
So, what about Patrick who invariably
accompanies us on all these
expeditions? He enjoys looking
around for new pieces, not only for us
but for his own collection too. There
is, of course, the social side of our
gatherings which he always enjoys
enormously and I think his presence
adds to the enjoyment of other
members also.

Pat, Patrick and Paul – Cheers!
With him we have enjoyed friendships from across the pond in the USA stemming from our attendance at all of
the conventions since the one here in Stoke on Trent. This has also stimulated holidays in places we might
never otherwise have visited such as Civil War Battlefields in Virginia; Prince Edward Island; Mount St
Helens; Lake Michigan and, most recently, the cradle of American nationhood in Philadelphia. More
importantly, we have met people whose paths would never have crossed ours were it not for this shared
enchantment with the products of a pottery situated at the westernmost point of the United Kingdom.
“Belleeking” has become so much a part of our lives that we cannot imagine being without it and we look
forward to many more years of sharing the company of others smitten in the same way as we are.

Joanna Urbanek
Growing up in the
1960’s, when
mainstream design
was becoming
minimalist and
functional, it was
ceramic items from
earlier eras which impressed me.
Years later, when shown a draft copy of Lady
Langham’s first book on the subject, I was
amazed at the ingenuity and intricacy of antique Belleek. Already an avid collector of shells and things
marine, a desire to own Neptune and Echinus ware was inevitable.
I joined the Society in spring 1992, the 50th member-household, hoping to learn more of Belleek and
the history of the Pottery. I certainly have been educated about Belleek and the ‘added value’ of
membership has been as amazing as the wares themselves.
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Maureen and Graham Munton’s legendary
Christmas parties, the hospitality and
generosity of Members, visiting so many
interesting locations (not least, the Pottery
itself) each year, for meetings, fairs and social
events, are wonderful benefits of membership.
The friendships forged through the pursuit of
Belleek are priceless.
I now speak about Belleek to local collectors’
groups and the study of one great Pottery has
led to others….
This is my most recent, decent photo, taken
last summer at a charity ’do', my companion is
Margaret, she was at the Belleek AGM
Weekend BBQ back in '93(?) with her husband,
Len (now sadly, deceased).

Faith Weatherhead
President Trillium
Chapter, Canada
In 1969 I began babysitting
for an Irish couple who had
twins. They gave me a
Belleek vase with shamrocks on it for my birthday and
told me I should collect this china as it would be worth
something one day. So began my Belleek collection. It's
40 years later and I have more than 500 pieces. Every
mark is represented in my collection.
My favourite pieces are a matched pair of large 3rd black mark Aberdeen Vases. I enjoy pieces that have
applied flowers the most. I have a few baskets but I would like to collect more. One of my best finds was a
Mask luncheon set. A friend told me she had seen a set of Belleek dishes in a jewellery store that was going out
of business in a nearby town. She didn't know what
pattern it was and when I called the shop to ask about
it, the owner didn't either but said it had leprechaun
faces on it. By the time I drove there, I realized it
was a Mask set. It is green mark but I got 6 place
settings for a very good price. Although I don't care
for most of the Belleek Living pieces, I look forward
to seeing new pieces of traditional Belleek.
Unfortunately most of my Belleek is still packed in
boxes as I had a burst pipe that flooded several rooms
and several of my china cabinets were ruined. I
haven't got them unpacked yet. So, here is a picture I
took in December of a Christmas cactus in the
Belleek sleigh!
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Dorothy and Maurice Wheeler
San Diego chapter.
Dorothy was
Honouree in 2003
We started Belleek
collecting when we bought our first coffee mug in
about 1975. We already knew about Belleek because
we used to go across the border to buy English china, in
the 1940s we couldn’t afford to buy Belleek as the
English china only cost $1 when the Belleek was $5.
We bought 6 matching Belleek mugs (acquired quite quickly), we gave some away and so encouraged other
people to collect Belleek too. Dorothy saw an Ad in the newspaper that a Belleek paintress would be
demonstrating in the local store and so whilst Maurice was at work she drove out to see it and found that there
was going to be a collectors club…and so she became a founding member in 1979. We knew Richard
Degenhardt and were on the first tour in Ireland in 1983 with him. He said “if you own a piece of Belleek you
are a collector” – so very true. Every time we gave away a mug we would quote this.
We have mugs and trinket boxes (Dorothy is the collector, Maurice
is the supporter). In time we saved enough for a painted vase, the
Papillion vase with only 200 made. We use our Belleek all the
time and in our retirement home when Dorothy goes to the
communal dining room she takes her Belleek mug with her. At the
moment the favoured mug is the one with Daffodils as Maurice is
renowned for his Daffodils and Tulips, he is a very keen gardener
and brought a special Shamrock plant with us to their new place.
We are both keen bridge players and love to square dance too.
We are supposed to be downsizing as we have limited space in our
new home, but somehow we keep on buying.

Simon and Melanie Whitlock
Both Melanie and I cannot
believe that we are entering our
Twenty First year of Belleek
Collecting with money left in our
bank account.
As most of you will know, Mel was born near Omagh and then
moved with her family to Cornwall. Before meeting and
marrying Mel, I had no links to Ireland. An early and popular
pastime pre children was to visit Antique shops, fairs and flea
markets. Mel’s mum knew about Belleek and acted as advisor
in our early collecting years. We therefore concentrated on
early Black mark pieces. Our first piece and the piece that
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caught my eye too was a Neptune Cup and Saucer in green tint purchased in Winchester in 1988 for £38.
Soon after we found the first of two Belleek armorials for £3 and £20 We continued to add black mark
pieces until we bought a copy of the first Degenhardt book, we poured over this book and looked at all
those pieces that were so fantastic. Little did we realise at that time that this book was to suck us into the
fantastic world of really serious Belleek collecting.
Our next major event was meeting members Graham and Maureen Munton in 1990 who enthused about a
great group of UK Collectors and asked if we would like to join. It did take us a further year to become
members and some great friendships were formed with much letter writing at that time. We also joined
the Belleek Society and also wrote to Patricia (McCauley) at Belleek.
We attended our first meeting in 1992 which was in Chingford and such a great day too but a very long
drive. We admired fantastic pieces including a full painted Chinese tea set and so much more. We enjoyed
bidding on items in the first silent auction. During the following year, we were able to meet collectors on
our ‘world tour’ and met Frank Kelly in Sydney, Joan Hegedus in Melbourne and coming back through the
States, Don and Betty Clinton, Angela Moore and Evelyn and Bill Twiss. Unfortunately, our itinery meant
we arrived one week too late in Los Angeles and missed the very first International Belleek Convention.
Another major influence on our collecting was meeting Ruth Prior who suggested that we start to
upgrade to rarer painted and decorated pieces which we did. We then started to put together the nucleus
of the collection that we have today. We are not prolific buyers these days, but are still keen to find that
rare and unusual item or find a particular piece to make up a set.
We have some great memories of our UK Group visits to Sothebys in New Bond Street for the Irish sale
which were almost treated as an extra meeting as so many members made the journey to London.
Graham and Maureen Munton on a few visits, treated us all to afternoon tea in Sotheby’s cafe where we
would all sit and enthuse about the Belleek they had in their sale.
We really enjoy hosting UK Group meetings here in the West Country. Everyone enjoyed our last meeting
in 2008 which became a ‘mini convention’ lasting four days with David and Margaret Montgomery
travelling all the way from New Zealand to be with us. Karen Kincheloe as usual made the journey over too
from Texas plus of course, everyone in the UK who made the long Journey westward.
Editor’s note: Simon and Mel’s Belleek Mini-Conventions in Cornwall
are fabulous – we are all looking forward to the next one!
Even after all these years, Belleek collecting can still surprise and
enthuse us when an exquisite rare and unusual piece surfaces. Thanks
to the Group, we all know so much more about the pottery and its
wares as a result of the various strands of research that have been
undertaken. We’re really looking forward to learning about the
contents of the ‘Armstrong Diaries’ in the future.
We have had a great time with the UK Group, with so many memories
and friendships and we expect many, many more to come. We hope
you enjoy looking at some images of pieces from our collection which
are illustrated here.

Raphaelesque coloured Lizard Spill – very rare first period piece.
It cost a lot, but is a great example of painted Belleek.
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Lace Jug
found at a
local fair for a
very modest
price!
Celtic Three
Legged Tea
Pot Third
Period is one
of our
favourites.
This Florence
Jug has such
fine detail
with gilt, pink
and turquoise
detailing. An
eBay find.
This Quiver
vase is First
Period and
was almost
over-looked by
us. Luckily I
caught sight of
the very top of the vase on a single table jammed full of
antiques.
This Sheerin plate (left) has featured in Marion
Langham's addendum to her book on Belleek.
We bought the plate on the internet through Able
Auctions when Jean Weleck sold her collection in 2001…
We are still not sure to this day whether we bid against
ourselves but it wasn't that expensive all the same.

Editor’s Note:
Simon has served as the Group’s Hon. Treasurer and is
now very active as Webmaster in developing and
maintaining the UK Group Internet site. Simon updates
the site every month and it always well worth a visit with
new information on Belleek continually being added.

Page 67

UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 30/2 July 2009

Diane Wilkinson
I have no Irish connection, in fact I
am Scottish. I started collecting
Belleek seriously (by this I mean
accumulating things deliberately!)
about 30 years ago.

My Grandmother on her travels collected crested pots and from
this I became a Goss fancier. After I had accumulated quite a lot I
looked out for more interesting and unusual items and noticed
‘other manufacturers’, so the first piece of Belleek I saw (and
acquired) was a crested piece. I remember it vividly, it was an
Irish pot with a Belfast crest, alas I no longer have this.
I am a Gemini and like constant change so my collection waxes
and wanes as my taste changes. But Belleek is now a constant
passion in my life and I have had some pieces for some time, I
particularly like the painted and coloured examples. I am
intrigued by variations in pattern and the decoration numbers. But
I do have a Shamrock service which I use to ‘entertain’, I believe
it was made to be used.
Diane’s rare Wall Pocket (first period)
I grew up surrounded by Victoriana and so naturally when I was younger I preferred Scandinavian style
furniture like G-Plan. But I moved to an older house and found this style did not suit and got interested in older
items. We also have a collection of horse brasses (mainly my partner Michael’s).
I found out about the UK Group from Marion (Langham) just before the UK Convention in 1997 in Stoke-onTrent. I was very impressed by the wonderful exhibition of old Belleek.
If the house burnt down what would I grab? – probably a rare first period wall pocket I have, it has ribbon edge
with daisies and flowers, in fact all the elements of Belleek on it.

Gwen Wood
A few moments to tell you a few things.
My passion for Belleek was a quite
natural phenomenon, I used to press my
nose against my Grandmother’s cabinet
where upon the most beautiful Belleek
flowers upon the Belleek baskets
captured my imagination.
For years I gave no more thought to this until one day I spied a sweet
and very dainty heart basket with two others, in a shop window,
unloved and unwanted before Belleek was so expensive and I
wondered why nobody wanted them, I purchased them for a few
pennies! and began to research this very fragile and beautiful work of
art.

Gwen with an exquisite jewelled Belleek saucer
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I progressed slowly forward and went by train to London
to meet Marion Langham, she invited me to her home in
London and that was my real start to Belleek and the
society, Marion told me about it and invited me to my
first meeting where upon I had such a warm welcome and
was helped and shown by members.
At that time Sarah my Daughter lived in London and I
was always there to enjoy the art galleries and concerts at
the Festival Hall and Barbican. Neville Maguire
introduced himself to me and asked us to his home which
was a stones throw from Sarah’s, he made us so very
welcome and proved his worth with home made
chocolate cake!!! but mostly his love and knowledge of
Belleek was profound and I was drawn into the web. It
was Nev really who was my instigator of knowledge in
this field and we all struck up a friendship which
involved very early (5.00am) starts on antique early morning searches.

Sarah and Gwen

I have a few little items which I love which have nothing to do with value but I will keep of course, these are
what you find when you least expect and in unusual places.

Maureen Wootton (nee Slavin)
When Chris Marvell asked at the
AGM of the UK Belleek Society
in July 2008 for members
memories or stories of Belleek
China so as to produce a special
“news-letter” for the 20th
anniversary, my mind went back to when I was a small child
and a wall cupboard in which my Mother kept about 6 pieces of
Belleek China, passed on through the family on my Fathers
side.
The cupboard containing Belleek China had always been there
as far as I could remember so of course I did not take much
notice of it except to know I was not allowed to touch it.
One particular occasion I remember when I was about 5 years
old, I was very ill with measles (no immunization in those
days) and had my bed brought downstairs (I assume to save my
Maureen and Robin Wootton
Mother running up and down stairs all the time). I would not
eat or drink so my Mother trying to tempt me said I could use a Belleek cup and saucer as a treat, I cannot
remember if it worked but I do know she must have been very worried about me to use it, anyway I am still
alive to tell the tale so there must have been some magic!!
Little did I know that 70 years later and having inherited the Belleek cup and saucer to start my collection, I
would be asked to relate this particular story to so many friends of the UK Belleek Collectors’ Society.
Editor’s note: Maureen and Robin are our hosts for the UK Group Autumn meeting to be held in Bristol on 17th
and 18th October.
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The 2009 BCIS Convention, Park Ridge, New Jersey
By Pat Tubb
It is with a certain amount of sadness that I begin this article; sadness because our long awaited holiday in the
USA which included the visit to New Jersey for the 2009 Belleek Collectors International Society Convention
is over. We are, of course, left with an abundance of happy memories some of which I want to share with you
all.
As ever, preparations for what we were going to do and see started months before and our trip began in a very
wet and cold Philadelphia which nonetheless sharpened our appetite for a longer visit at some time in the
future. After the city so intimately connected with the birth of the American nation our Belleek Odyssey really
began in the capital of New Jersey, Trenton, where, thanks to our friends and fellow researchers, Scott
Anderson and Judi Wells, we followed in the footsteps of William Bromley, William Wood Gallimore and
Ebenezer Williams Swann visiting sites where they had lived, worked and were eventually buried. Regrettably
there are no headstones on any of their graves but the cemetery authorities were able to show the positions of
the graves. We felt honoured to be able to say a few silent words in thanksgiving for their contributions to the
Belleek we all treasure so much.
One particular delight for us was to find in the NJ State
Museum, as part of an exhibition devoted to the work of the
Lenox pottery, a jug on which was mounted a cherub. This
piece had been modelled by Wm Bromley Senior, the first
piece we have ever seen that is known to have been done by
him and it is marked WB on its base.

Left: ‘Cupid Jug 1883 designed by Walter Scott Lenox
(1859-1920) modelled by William Bromley, Sr. (died 1885)
Willets Manufacturing Company’ (Museum description).
Many thanks to the Museum for letting us take this picture.
Whilst in Trenton we also visited the site of Washington’s
crossing of the Delaware river on Christmas night in 1776 prior
to his first victory over the British force in the city on
Christmas Day. This has become viewed as a turning point in
the American War of Independence, known to our American
hosts as the Revolutionary War.
From Trenton we went to spend a few days with family
before the Convention opened on Thursday April 23rd. We
arrived at the hotel at about midday and joined several
people for coffee and lunch. Among the group were Phyllis
and Dave Clarke (Right) of the North Jersey Chapter who
were to be enrolled as the next Honourees. We had met
them on several previous occasions and we were delighted
to see them looking so well and in such good form.
Registration began at 2.00 pm and we were each presented
with a large green bag full of goodies which included the
beautiful convention plate, some local delicacies such as
salt water taffy (delicious), Blueberry jam and Jersey
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honey, also the event programme and everything you needed to know about New Jersey. We were also invited
to pick up another gift in the first sales room which turned out to be a Belleek trademark mug, kindly donated to
attendees by Reed & Barton the US distributor of Belleek items.
The sale rooms also officially opened at 2.00 pm and we
were delighted to see Eileen O’Neill, Tony Hearty and
Olga Clarke from Northern Ireland and Kathleen and
Willie Mitchell who had driven all the way over from
California with their beautiful ware which included two
superb painted plates by Gertrude Johnson (unfortunately
out of our price range at present) and some lovely pieces
of American Belleek and, finally, Nanci Levine from
Connecticut. From all the delights these good people put
before us and which we returned to admire (drool over?)
frequently during the next few days we eventually
determined to buy a decorated third period shell plate as
our personal memento of the convention.

Left: two views of the ‘Dealers room’
Below: Paul & Patrick chatting with Eileen O’Neill

A group of collectors had enjoyed a day tour to New York
City and they returned in time for a short rest before the
opening reception at 7.00 pm. We were first welcomed by
the president of the North Jersey Chapter, Norma Reilly
(Right) and then the BCIS president, Angela Moore. Angela
announced that from 2010 the annual subscription to the
society was to be discontinued to, hopefully, encourage
younger people to join. This would mean that the annual gift
would also be discontinued. All business of the BCIS would
be done on-line and efforts were being made to make the web
site more responsive to the needs of the society.

Right: Paul with Norma Reilly in her ‘Belleek ensemble’
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We were then welcomed by our co-hosts, Johanna
Purdon and Jean Lockington from the North Jersey
Chapter and they conducted the first of many
drawings for Belleek ware (none of the UK group
were successful in these draws). Whilst we enjoyed a
delicious hot and cold buffet supper we were
entertained by a local harp player, Lauren Cole, and
spent the remainder of the evening in talking with
many old friends and making new ones. There was,
too, a display of over 20 presentation baskets made
up for the Chinese auction which was to be held the
following day.

Right: Pauline and Catherine Corcoran admiring
some presentation baskets
The Friday sessions began at
9.00 am under the direction of
Master of Ceremonies, Don
Campbell (Right) from the
Evergreen Chapter. The first
speaker was our own Chris
Marvell (Left) with an
outstanding talk on the birth of
Belleek which was thoroughly
enjoyed by everyone and which
introduced delegates to a
number of new names of
people involved in the
formation of the great product
that we love so much.
Editor’s Note: Chris hopes to give this talk to members of the UK Group
at the forthcoming UK AGM in Coventry.
After coffee/tea break Kathleen Mitchell (Left) gave us a talk on
American Belleek and showed us slides of many different pieces from a
variety of manufacturers. As mentioned earlier, Kathleen and Willie had
a number of pieces on their sale table including a 14 inch Willets vase
decorated by Hans Jon Nosek with a portrait of an Austrian Duchess.

Right: Kathleen Mitchell’s
American Belleek
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Kathleen was followed by Val Fleming of the Trillium Chapter who shared with us her unique white collection
via slides and commentary plus some pictures of other pieces around her house.

Below: Val Fleming with some pieces from her ‘White Collection’

Editor’s note: Val’s fabulous and rare (pure white) flowered amphora
on a base of branches with birds (shown here above centre) is shown in
an original old photograph taken at the Pottery c.1892. This
photograph was reproduced in the book by the UK Group to celebrate
150 years of the Pottery. I informed Val of this and she was then an
avid and eventually successful bidder for the copy of this book, entered
into the Saturday Auction by the UK Group.
The after lunch talk was to have been given by people from the Trenton
museum but due to a family bereavement they could not come and the
replacement was not available until Saturday so the programme was
altered and Don Campbell (Right) gave us an update on his earthenware
collection. He has now identified 85 different designs in earthenware, a
few of which he had found in the sale rooms during this convention. The
slides of his collection were magnificent but Paul, Patrick and I are
delighted to have actually seen many of the pieces when Don spoke at
the Portland convention in 2003.
Don was followed by an interesting and informative talk about insuring
a Belleek collection from Michelle Impey a fine Art specialist and agent
for Chubb Insurance Services.
After tea and the results of the Chinese Auction (No the UK members
did not win anything) came the important ceremony of inducting the
new honourees. Before handing over the chain of office, Helen Rankin,
the 2007/8 honouree from Northern Ireland, entertained us with
reminiscences of her time in office. After Angela read the citation, both
Phyllis and Dave managed to get a toe on the stone from the Erne that
Patricia had smuggled into the country and were duly installed as the
first joint honourees after 20 single recipients.

Left: Helen Rankin handing over the chain to Phyllis (& Dave) Clarke
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Left: All of the Honourees
after the ceremony…

…and the ‘paparazzi’!

Before the evening’s Irish Night some people
even managed to get in some sun bathing,
others did whatever attracted them and we
went back to pick up Ann and Frank, Pat’s
cousin and her husband, who were our guests
for the evening (Below).
The meal was a delicious buffet and the entertainment was provided by
a singer/comedian called Seamus Kennedy (Right) who had originally
come from Belfast – so knew a thing or two – and with his excellent
singing voice gave us not only the old favourites but some, with tongue
in cheek, he had written himself to well known tunes. With his constant
chatter in between he kept us laughing for the whole evening.
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Saturday morning saw us arrive early as there was to be a meeting for
Chapter presidents or their designees at which both Chris and Paul
represented our UK group. Then, after breakfast, our first speaker of the
day was Fergus Cleary (Left), Head of Design at the pottery, with a slide
show that followed the Convention plate from inception to production.
Such an interesting session to see all the parts of the process evolve from
the ideas of the organising group to the design drawing by Margaret
Karpin, a North Jersey
Chapter member, and then
on through the processes at
the pottery and to see the
names of all the workers
that made major
contributions with their own specific skills. Even the packaging
department and the journey from the factory to the homes of the
New Jersey committee – how would you deal with several huge
boxes being delivered to your door and then finding room for
them indoors!!

Right: Convention plate especially hand painted for the auction
The post coffee session was given by a specialist member of the
International Society of Appraisers whose speciality was in hand painted ceramics. It was an interesting talk on
how to appraise your collection and, judging by the number of interested people who approached her
afterwards, it was clearly very much appreciated.
The after lunch session was a very interesting talk on American Belleek given
by Mark Mohr, an enthusiastic and knowledgeable collector (Right). He
showed us slides illustrating pieces from various potteries in the Trenton area
and also from East Liverpool in Ohio that had produced American Belleek
around the turn of the last century. He showed pieces painted by Nosek and
had been interested to see the Willets vase on the Mitchell’s table as he had
been under the impression that Nosek only painted for Lenox. At the end of
his talk I showed him our pictures of pieces painted by E W Swann in the US
and he was delighted to be able to keep them.
Following tea Linda Beard (Left), from the Magnolia Chapter, gave us
an update on the Richard Kennedy Degenhardt Scholarship Fund of
which she is the chairperson. This year, because of the recession and
the cuts in interest rates which have affected the fund’s performance, it
had been decided to award just two bursaries, each of the usual £600,
rather than three at a reduced rate. The successful students are from
County Down and County Cavan one studying ceramics and the other
doing a PhD in Celtic studies. Helen Moore, the ceramics student, is in
her final year as an undergraduate and will use her award to visit the
International Ceramics Centre at Guldagergaard, Denmark. Sarah
McMonagle is currently working on her PhD thesis which examines
the Irish language in post-agreement Northern Ireland. Linda made it
clear that there is an ongoing need for funds but that also the
University of Ulster was most appreciative of the support it received
from the BCIS membership for its students.
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No International Convention is complete without its live
auction of Belleek pieces conducted by the incomparable Dean
Bagnall from the Great Lakes Chapter (pictured on the left

with Johannah Purdon, selling the earthenware plate that
Chris and Bev bought) and, once again, he did not disappoint.
It is fascinating to watch him and very easy to get caught up in
the bidding as his patter draws everyone into the event. He
managed to sell everything and two of the pieces will be
winging their way back to
the UK. Our purchase
was a right handed
Aberdeen jug (Right)
which is a perfect match
for the very first piece we ever owned, a left handed one, that had been
given us as a wedding present over 40 years ago. A long time for it to
wait for its partner, but we got there in the end. Chris and Bev Marvell
bought a beautiful piece of earthenware from under Don Campbell’s nose,
although he had just won the larger piece with the same decoration!
After the auction people again disappeared to do their own thing before reassembling for cocktails and the Gala
Dinner. This took place in the grand ballroom and we all enjoyed good company, good food and good
entertainment watching the dancers from the Peter Smith School of Irish Dance. Between courses George
Moore spoke about the state of the pottery. It was clear from what he said how pleased and proud he is of the
manner in which the Pottery is still going strong in spite of the recession.

Right: George and Angela Moore with Jean
Lockington and Honourees Phyllis and Dave
Clarke
The formal part of the evening was concluded by
Angela Moore thanking the North Jersey Chapter
and congratulating them on a successful and
enjoyable convention. There followed some well
deserved presentations to the people who had put so
much time and effort into make everything go so
smoothly, not only from North Jersey but also from
the Empire Chapter.

Then a group of ladies from the Windy
City Chapter announced that they would
be hosting the next convention in
September 2011 in Chicago. This was
met with great enthusiasm throughout
the room – Paul will get to ride the EL!!

Left: Windy City ladies (with Tony
Hearty!)

Page 76

UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 30/2 July 2009

The dancing then started with D.J. Paul Geiger supplying the music. This was much enjoyed by many, not least
by our Patrick who gathered a host of ladies around him as he danced to some of his favourite tunes. A super
ending to a great evening. During the dancing Paul took the opportunity of using Katherine Gaertner’s phone
call to pass the best wishes of the UK Group to Jean and Max Norman who had been prevented by Max’s ill
health from travelling to New Jersey.

Above: Patrick on the dance floor; with Patricia McCauley and completely surrounded by ladies.
Sunday morning saw us all in the junior ballroom for the concluding
talks and ceremony of breaking the Convention plate mould. Jean
Lockington and Johannah Purdon regaled us with some amusing
anecdotes that came out of their preparations for the convention and
then the attending Honourees each spoke of their memories of
Belleek and Belleeking and what they had gained from their
membership of the BCIS. Jean Weleck (Left) read a letter from Fred
Gary, the very first honouree. Unfortunately Evelyn Twiss, who had
intended to be with us, was taken ill just before she left home to
come. I was particularly sorry about this as she has always been so
keen to ensure that the conventions continue. I look forward to
seeing her again in Chicago.
The breaking of the mould by Margaret Karpin took some doing
even with Fergus and Al Purdon helping. However it finally
succumbed and Jean and Johannah were able to officially close the
convention and allow those delegates who had booked to get going
for their cruise on the Hudson river.

Left: Jean Weleck with Don Campbell, The Plate Mould and the
Mould breaking, Margaret Karpin with Fergus Cleary and Al
Purdon
As for ourselves, after many goodbyes we made our way back to my
cousin’s home for a final 24 hours before returning home on a
Monday evening flight. We felt a bit low but had many happy
memories to sustain us and a brand new suitcase full of ‘extras’.
Determined, too, that God willing we will be there for the Chicago
convention in 2011.

Thanks to all the North Jersey Chapter for giving us
such an enjoyable convention.
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Belleek Black Mark Tea Ware - Part 9
Geometric/Abstract
By Tony Fox
Part 9 of this series of articles deals with the four remaining patterns i.e. Aberdeen, Blarney, Scroll and Sydney
which together with those covered in parts 7 and 8 constitute the ten patterns comprising the geometric/abstract
design motif group.

Aberdeen
It is highly likely that this pattern was
named after the seventh Earl and
Marquis of Aberdeen, James Campbell
Hamilton Gordon, who was Viceroy of
Ireland in 1886 [b]. The design motif
is quite simple. It consists of three
different bands incorporating small
embossed dentils, small embossed
circles surrounded by raised dots and
short incised vertical lines. The three
bands are placed around the
circumference of all the pieces on the
top section. This arrangement is
repeated on the bottom section but
without the band of embossed circles.
Top Right: Teapot, cream and sugar with
unusual pink, cob and gilt decoration, BII
Right: Photograph of dejeuner set from the
1904 catalogue
The tray is probably of circular form
with raised rim and the three bands as
previously described around the
periphery. We have yet to see a tray.

The handles on the teapot, cream and teacups have binding
rings at intervals along the full length. There are also binding
rings close to the end of the teapot spout.

Left: close-up of teacup and teapot handle
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Decoration:
Aberdeen tea ware was produced in ivory, cob, green tint, pink tint and blue tint, gilt. Also, with a more
elaborate decoration way of pink, cob with gilt detailing and hand painted flora/fauna.
Left: Cup & saucer with hand
painted grasses, flowers and
bumble bees, BII
Mid Left: Creams; Pink, cob &
gilt; Ivory; both BII
Below Left: Sugars; Pink, cob &
gilt; Green & gilt (also showing
teapot lid!); both BII

Periods:
Only second period pieces have been recorded. This is
a very rare pattern, to-date we do not know of anyone
who has a tray!

Forms:
Tray, Teapot, Teacup and saucer, Sugar, Cream. The
Aberdeen pattern has a limited range of tea ware items,
however, there are sufficient pieces to constitute a
dejeuner set. There is no evidence, to date, to indicate
that this pattern had a kettle or slop bowl.
Right: Teapot, cup and saucer in cob, BII
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Blarney
Probably named after
Castle Barney with the
modelling attributed to
Fred Slater who came
to Belleek in 1894 [a].
The design motif on
this pattern is an
embossed swirling
multi ribbed
arrangement which is
interspaced at intervals
with rows of raised dots
which overall bears
some resemblance to a
sea shell configuration.
Above Right: Dejeuner set in pink tint, BII
The tray is of oblong shape with inward curling
handles reminiscent of those of the Tridacna pattern
tray. The design motif is reproduced centrally and
flows outwards to the edge of the tray.
Right: Tray, in green tint, BII
Below Right: Tray in pearl, BII
The handles on the teapot, cream and teacups are of
the crabstock type and are similar to those found on
Limpet tea ware pieces.
Below: Cup handle detail
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Decoration:
Blarney tea ware was produced in
ivory, cob, pink, green and
butterscotch tints and gilt Also a cup
and saucer with hand painted roses and
a monogram has been seen [b page
104].
It has been noticed that there is
variation in the way the tinted
decoration is applied. We have seen 2
teapots in pink tint, one with the pink
wash around the ‘shoulder’ and on the
spout detail (usual) and another with
the pink wash around the rim and lid
(rare).
Above right: Teapots, BII. Pink wash to
rim and lid; Pink wash to shoulder and
spout detail

Periods:
Only second period pieces have been
recorded.

Forms:
Tray, Kettle, Teapot, Teacup and
saucer (tea and coffee), Sugar (small
and large), Cream (small and large),
slop bowl. The Blarney pattern has a
limited range of tea ware items,
however, there are sufficient pieces to
constitute a dejeuner set, also the
accessories i.e. kettle and slop bowl.

Middle right: Tray, side plate, saucer and
bread plate in pink tint, BII
Right: Kettle with green tint, BII
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Scroll
This was a superior version of the
scrolled ware and is similar to
ware produced by other pottery
and porcelain manufacturers
which proved so popular in the
last quarter of the nineteenth
century. It is, for this reason, one
of the least distinctive and
original of the Belleek tea ware
patterns. The name of the pattern
is taken from the swirling fluting
which covers the surface of all of
the pieces. The teapot, sugar and
cream are waisted from the top
quarter section. The slop bowl,
like the cups, is not waisted.
Top Right: Dejeuner set in Ivory, BII

The tray is oval and the fluting radiates from the
centre to the edge of the tray.
Right: Tray in pink tint, BII
The handles on the teapot, cream and teacups,
together with the teapot finial, are of a twisted rope
form and as such are not unlike those on the Hexagon
pattern tea ware pieces.
Sometime, probably in the third period, the design
was simplified, the rope handle was made less
complicated (maybe the protruding rope end was
prone to damage) and the rims lost their fine
undulations, see picture below right.
Right: Cups; BII with complicated rope handle and
undulating rim; BIII with simplified handle and level rim
Below: Minton ‘Scroll’ cups & saucers, c1890
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Decoration:
Scroll tea ware was produced
in ivory, green tint, pink tint,
all with and without a gilt
rim.
Right: Cups and Saucers; Green
and gilt, BIII; Ivory BII

Below: Tray in Ivory, BII

Periods:
Second and third periods.

Forms:
Tray, Teapot, Teacup and saucer (tea and coffee), Sugar
(small and large), Cream (small and large), Slop bowl. The
Scroll pattern has a limited range of tea ware items,
however, there are sufficient pieces to constitute a dejeuner
set. With regard to accessories, there is a slop bowl but no
evidence, to date, that this pattern had a kettle.
Right: Cream, pink tint, BII
Sugar, Ivory, BII
Teapot, pink tint BII

Page 83

UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 30/2 July 2009

Sydney
Like the Scroll pattern all the
pieces are covered on the surface
with fluting, but there the
similarity ends. The fluting on the
Sydney pattern pieces is uniform
and very fine. It is linear and runs
vertically from top to bottom on
each piece.
Top Right: Teapot, cream and sugar in
Ivory, BII
The tray is circular with a small
central round panel from which
the fluting radiates to the edge of
the tray
Right: Photograph of dejeuner set
from the 1904 catalogue
The handles on the teapot, cream
and teacups are of a classical
scrolled style with horizontal
ribbing and projecting spurs on
the top and bottom where they
join the piece. This is similar to
the handles on the Thistle pattern
tea ware pieces. There is also a
different fluting effect on the base
of the spout on the teapot. The
slop bowl is not globular like the
teapot, but open like the cup.
Locke Worcester produced a very
similar pattern to Sydney, see
below.
Below Left: Comparison of Sydney and Thistle handles

Below Right: Locke & Co. Worcester ‘Sydney’ Cup & Saucer, 1902
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Decoration:
Sydney tea ware was produced in ivory, green tint, pink tint, blue tint, all with and without a gilt rim.
Cups & saucers in different
colour ways, all BII

Left: Green & gilt
Right: Green tint

Left: Pink tint
Right: Blue tint, cup only,
very difficult to see colour as
it is badly worn

Periods:
Only second period pieces have been recorded.

Forms:
Tray, Teapot, Teacup and saucer, Sugar (small and large), Cream (small and large), Slop bowl. The Sydney
pattern has a limited range of tea ware items, however, there are sufficient pieces to constitute a dejeuner set.
With regard to accessories, there is a slop bowl but no evidence, to date, that this pattern had a kettle.
Below: Teapots, Both BII; Ivory; Pink and gilt
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Atterbury & Batkin – The Dictionary of Minton

Questions last article Part 8
•

•
•

Five O’Clock/Harris
o Can we find any more BI examples?
o Have you any item not listed?
o Do you know of any Belleek publication that includes this pattern?
Lace
o Can you find any BIII examples?
o Have you any BI items without feet?
Ring Handle
o Do you have a theory why there are so few trays and teapots and yet so many cups & saucers?

Questions raised from this article Part 9
•
•
•
•

Aberdeen
o Do you have, or know of anyone who has, a tray?
o Have you seen any BI or BIII examples?
Blarney
o Have you seen a black mark coffee cup and saucer?
o Have you seen any BI or BIII examples?
Scroll
o Have you seen a coffee cup and saucer?
o Have you seen a BI example?
Sydney
o We would love someone to send us a picture of a tray!
o Have you seen any BI or BIII examples?

Do you have tea ware with a colour/decoration way not listed in these articles?

Patterns to be covered in Tea ware Part 10
Celtic design group:
• Celtic low, high and Pot/three-legged
• Ring Handle Ivory - Celtic decoration
This article describes what we know TO DATE, please if you have further information get in touch with
Tony at research@belleek.org.uk, he would be very grateful to receive it.

WE NEED YOUR COMMENTS & HELP – ANY FEEDBACK WOULD BE GREAT!
…And a very big thank you to all of you whose pictures I have included.
(produced in collaboration with Bev Marvell)
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The Belleek Flower Festival
by Brian Russell

The official unveiling of the new Belleek window

It was a privilege to represent our society at the Belleek Flower festival on the 22nd of May 2009. After being
shown to our reserved seats, amongst the congregation was the Lord Lieutenant of the County, The Earl of
Earn, also attending was the Bishop of Clogher, The Rt Revd Dr Michael Jackson. The 2007/8 Honouree Helen
Rankin read one of the lessons and John Cunningham opened the service with a brief history of how it all
began. Also in attendance where a lot of our friends. From the Pottery came John Maguire; Managing Director
and his wife, John launched the “Belleek Church Bicentenary Basket”, which will have a limited number made
(500). Fergus Cleary and Patricia McCauley were also there and our good friend Roy Holihead, Soinbhe Lally
attended as well as other members of the Family who I had not met before.
And with that it came down to the unveiling of the windows, John Maguire and his wife on the left hand
window, in the centre was Rev Noel Regan and his wife Joan and on the right hand window was a descendant
of Bloomfield’s. I must say that the windows look wonderful in the new east wing of the church, which I
recommend members, when they come over for the joint meeting of the UK Group with N.I. Group, visit when
they make the trip to the Pottery.
After the service it was time for tea and coffee and chats, but yours truly had to perform his part in the
celebrations by giving my talk on the Armstrong family tree in the Carlton Hotel. I had the opportunity of
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meeting members of Armstrong’s family that I had not met before and those I had met on many previous
occasions. Our little group sat around me to watch the presentation that I had given to the UK Group at our
meeting in Stoke, when (if you remember) I pulled a surprise by presenting Jackie Patton (a descendent of
Robert Williams Armstrong) to you all.

The special limited edition (500) basket made by
the Pottery to commemorate the wonderful new
window.

Hot off the press!
- Pat and Brian Russell at
Buckingham Palace
Brian rushed to us the following news: “Last Tuesday (7th
July) we went to the Queen’s garden party, our local MP
had nominated Pat for her community work. We left home
at 10:00 in plenty of time for the 4:00 start. I took this
picture before we went in so that we could relax and
because cameras are not allowed inside Buckingham
Place’s grounds.
The RAF and Welsh Guards band took it in turns to play
and there was a ‘tea tent’ with refreshments, pastries and of
course cucumber sandwiches (no crusts). Everyone had to
queue, no matter if you were a Lord Mayor (with chain of
office), a celebrity or a commoner – we were all treated
exactly the same.
Guests formed 2 lines on the lawn, sang the national
anthem, and then the Queen and Prince Philip went down
one line each, chatting here and there. But the heavens
opened up, the hail stones came and the Queen made a dash
for the palace – despite her age she doesn’t hang around!
The grounds nearly got flooded out (it was reported on
national radio and television), luckily I had an umbrella,
but we still got soaked - An opportunity not to be missed a day we will never forget.”

Pat and Brian at a rain-soaked Buckingham Palace
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Eddie and Linda Murphy with Kate Bliss and a
Belleek Ashtray…
A couple of months ago I (Eddie) was
approached by Kate Bliss - she is one of
the experts on BBC television’s “Bargain
Hunt” (and also appears on other
programmes on antiques). I was asked
if I would take part in buying a piece of
Belleek for charity. I thought about it
and then said yes, as I knew it would be
a good promotional item for the UK
Belleek Collectors’ Group.

Kate standing by a well known vehicle…
Linda had permission from her boss at work – yes, the Boss has a boss - and they agreed that when
the time came she could have the day off .
Well it soon came around and we went down to Hereford to do the filming, a beautiful day - in fact it
was a little too hot - but all went well with the filming and we
managed to get a mention in about the UK Belleek Society
being 20 years old. In fact it went so well that it was soon
over, we only had to do one “take” - they said we were
“naturals”! We purchased a Belleek ashtray and the money
that Kate raised went to the Charity for Alzheimer's Disease a very good cause.
In real life I would not have paid anywhere near what I paid for
the ashtray - but after all said and done it was for charity, and
we got the UK Belleek Collectors’ Group’s name on television!
Eddie and the Boss

Above Right: the ashtray in
question
Right: Eddie, Kate and Linda
(the Boss) relaxing after the
filming.
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Auction Report- some exceptional Items of Belleek
BELLEEK KILKENNY LOVING CUP/ TYG BLACK BACKSTAMP
…HAS THE CREST OF KILKENNY WITH AN INSCRIPTION "CILLCAINNIS". BLACK PRINTED BACKSTAMP ..NO CHIPS,
CRACKS, CRAZING OR RESTORATION

Sold for: £164
EBay seller: albertscassie
Period: Second Black
Belleek Crested China - Cream Jug - Prestwick Crest
.. piece comes with the crest of Prestwick … in reasonable condition it does
have a small 10mm star crack just above the left foot and has a small 1mm chip
to the rim

Sold for: £28.99
EBay seller: crestsareus
Period: Second Black
LOVELY EARLY BELLEEK PORCELAIN FOOTED VASE
… detail is all highlighted with gilding, ..7 inches high .. printed and impressed for
Belleek. There is a one inch crack from the top rim of the central vase.

Sold for: £247
EBay seller: creamofdevon, Period: First Black
Early Belleek Transfer Ware Trivet
...trivet has a wonderful green transfer …footed
with three feet on the bottom …measures 7 inches
…no chips and no cracks, gold is worn around the
edge. ...has some crazing. First mark in blue.

Sold for: US$229.50
EBay seller: goodmanka
Period: First Black
Collectors Antique Belleek Beehive Honey Pot c1900
...Printed Stamp, 2nd version .. almost 7" high

Sold for: £436
EBay seller: aquarius182
Period: Second Black
"OLDER BLACK TMK" BELLEEK
"POTTERY BISCUIT JAR"
… 7 INCHES HIGH,…ON THE BOTTOM IS THE
"BELLEEK" HOUND, HARP AND CASTLE"
TRADE MARKING IN "BLACK" & THIS TRADE
MARK IS ALSO INSIDE THE LID. … SOME
LIGHT CHIPS ON THE RIM OF THE LID, & JAR
& ON THE BOTTOM... HAS CRAZING.

Sold for: US$251.38
EBay seller: alicehasi. Period: First Black
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1940 IRISH BELLEEK CHINA PAMPHLET JEWELER VANC B.C.HTF
…4.75" x 10"--with one fold. .. comes from the Headquarters for IRISH
BELLEEK CHINA --Imported Direct -- WALTER M. GOW Jeweller 669
Granville Street - - VANCOUVER, B.C…has been in a scrapbook kept by the
woman who got it in Vancouver, B.C. on Tuesday, July 30, 1940. Front page
says: ‘The enclosed photograph illustrates pieces from our large stock of this
dainty and charming production of the Belleek Pottery’.

Sold for: US$11.40
EBay seller: buyitnow38, Period: c1940 (or before)
OLD 1904 BELLEEK FERMANAGH IRELAND CATALOGUE!
.. Belleek Pottery Works Co. Belleek Co. Fermanagh Ireland Catalogue from
1904. ..this is the original and NOT the reproduction. 9 inches tall by about 5 and
1/4 inches wide. 1001 Belleek items in it … Each item has the size that it comes
in, the colors or if it is tinted or not or if it is offered trimmed in gold. The pages
have darkened with age. The staples are rusting with age and some rust is in the
gutter. It is in pretty nice condition… cover is a cardboard with a shiny coating.

Sold for: US$207.50
EBay seller: monaleesasmile
Period: 1904
1st. BLACK MARK BELLEEK SUGAR - IN STERLING SILVER CART
..6" across and 3 1/4" tall, while the sugar bowl measures 4 3/4" across and 2 1/2"
tall. The bowl is an early shell pattern with older pink and turquoise coloring.. The
silver top is beautifully embossed and fully marked underneath. The cart is quite
tarnished ..bowl is cracked .. looks like this occurred in the original firing

Sold for: US$489.69
EBay seller: paleopink, Period: First Black
Belleek Large Double Bucket - 1st Black
..black 1st Mark and two impressed marks… are three minor nicks
to the rim and a tight curved line to the bottom of one bucket. 12"
wide.

Sold for: US$665.09
EBay seller: gbel1975, Period: First Black
Belleek Figures Holding
Gourd Lidded Bowl 8"
RARE
Condition: excellent. Measurement: 8" height. Gold rim around lidded top
Three figures around the base. Light pink in color

Sold for: US$249.99
EBay seller: swiftsellit1
Period: Third GREEN
Belleek 1st Black Mark
Lattice Plates Pair
..very fine condition. Turquoise
with Gold Dots.

Sold for: US$405
EBay seller: debrasan
Period: First Black
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Awesome Black Mark Belleek Jug
…in great condition with no chips cracks or
repairs. it measures 6 inches high and 2 inches
across the bottom.

Sold for: US$360.88
EBay seller: nz_tradingpost
Period: Second Black?
LARGE IRISH BELLEEK VICTORIAN
PARIAN ERNE EWER JUG VASE
.. "Erne" vase D83 … about 7 1/2" (19 cm.)
tall….Second Black mark …excellent condition

Sold for: US$468
EBay seller: i4glass2
Period: Second Black
Unusual IRIS Belleek black mark
VASE (right)
..has a tiny wee chip to the top and a crack on
the bottom..is easier felt than seen…the height is
aprox 15 cm. Beautiful colour

Sold for: £256
EBay seller: raewynanne
Period: Second Black
BELLEEK BLACK MARK Relief
Decorated Vase Urn (left)
..18.5cm in height with a diameter of 13cm…Some of the decoration has been
picked out in pale yellow …second black mark …in excellent condition

Sold for: £119
EBay seller: flowery0_0
Period: Second Black
BELLEEK VICTORIA VASE - NAUTILUS SHELLS & CORAL
…consists of four nautilus shells sitting on a bed of coral. The detailing is
outstanding and light green and the typical iridescent glaze .. 8" high and 6"
wide. One of the shells has what looks like a very fine stress firing line

Sold for: US$1239.91
EBay seller: jonlr
Period: Second Black
Early Pair LARGE BELLEEK Vases Encrusted
Floral
..Only one has a mark …2nd black mark …almost 13" tall! … part
of a leaf on the backside of one missing, but it is hard to see.

Sold for: US$2026.01
EBay seller: antiquesovertexas
Period: Second Black
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Irish Belleek Cup & Saucer, Rare Pattern, black
mark
…No flakes, chips, breaks or repairs. Only minor user wear noted in
saucer center, little soap grim in blue area, needs a cleaning,

Sold for: US$500
EBay seller: hatchauctions
Period: Third Period
MAGNIFICENT
BELLEEK CUP/
SAUCER 3RD
PERIOD BLACK
MARK
…IN CREAM AND GREEN
WITH GOLD STUDS IN THE
GREEN SHAFTS NO CHIPS
CRACKS OR BLEMISHES

Sold for: £163
EBay seller: tc942*
Period: Third Black
Old Belleek Black Mk Cup & Saucer 3-Ftd Twig Hdl
Early (above left)
..has an English Registry mark indicating that this is a 19th century
piece. .. in excellent condition

Sold for: US$326.67
EBay seller: kbt..llllll, Period: First Black
Vintage Belleek Cup & Saucer Set 2PC Black Mark 1891
(above right)
..in excellent condition with no cracks or chips, the saucer has a
small chink out of the underside

Sold for: US$426.56
EBay seller: aandcmaximus
Period: Second Black
BELLEEK PINK
EDGED TEA CUP &
SAUCER - 2nd
BLACK MARK (left)
..pink tinged Belleek tea cup and saucer carrying the second black
mark …in excellent condition

Sold for: £178
EBay seller: apittantique, Period: Second Black
BELLEEK NEPTUNE TRIO WITH BLUE TINT - 2nd
BLACK MARK
..blue tinted tea cup, saucer and 6" plate …in excellent condition

Sold for: £79.99
EBay seller: apittantique, Period: Second Black
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Belleek Green CONE TEA SET w/ Tray 2nd Black Mark
…the only condition issue I have found is a very good repair to
the tip of the teapot spout and glaze skip or flake on the edge of
the teapot lid.

Sold for: US$2857
EBay seller: lilpleasures
Period: Second Black
Antique
Belleek Tray,
tea pot, cups,
& plates 1891-1926 (left)
…all in excellent condition ..the entire is richly embellished with
gilded edgings.

Sold for: £620
EBay seller: ickle_betty
Period: Second Black
Irish Belleek Hexagon Tea Pot Kettle 2nd
black mark (right)
..great condition. Large kettle measures: 8.5"Wx6"H and
the smaller teapot measures: 7.75"x5"H.

Sold for: US$406.26
EBay seller: furniture*gal
Period: Second Black
Belleek Bamboo pattern Pentagonal Teapot, Aqua/Cream
..alternating aqua and cream bamboo stalks around the sides, aqua
bamboo handle and spout. Pot is about 3.5 inches tall, 5 inches to top of
handle. There is a crack all across the bottom

Sold for: US$285.90
EBay seller: hswa4pets
Period: Second Black
Belleek Crate Biscuit Box w/ Lid - 2nd Black
Crate biscuit box with lid and Cob Lustre accents. Marked with
black 2nd Mark... Bruise to one top corner of the box with a
couple of other corners having a little roughness to the glaze. 7
1/2" long by 4 3/8" tall.

Sold for: US$500
EBay seller: gbel1975, Period: Second Black
IRISH BELLEEK FLOWERED CRATE 2ND
BLACK MARK - GOREGOUS!
…detailing is outstanding and the glaze has the typical almost
iridescent early Belleek quality ... there are a few chips. The
piece is 3 3/8" long, 2 3/8" wide

Sold for: US$528.72
EBay seller: jonir, Period: Second Black
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BELLEEK FIRST PERIOD LARGE LILY OF THE
VALLEY BASKET
..first period two handled, three strand basket, with exquisite applied
Lily of the Valley decoration…in excellent condition, ..Impressed
banner to base: Belleek, Co Fermanagh. Diameter 29cm. Height to
top of handles 10.5cm

Sold for: £335
EBay seller: captainlionheart0
Period: First Black
Irish Belleek 3 Strand Weave Basket Cover late
1800s
…basket cover with 3-strand weave which was used from 18651889…The only damage I noted was one broken petal... Measures
10" long by 7 1/2" wide, about 3 1/2" high.

Sold for: US$299
EBay seller: tanley2
Period: First Black
RARE Antique BELLEEK 3 strand RATHMORE
BASKET 1889
…3 strand weave with 1 pad marking dates this basket 18651889. Basket is 11" handle to handle, 6 inches wide…I have
examined the basket to the best of my ability and did not find
any damage.. However the basket is very intricate and I cannot
guarantee it to be mint.

Sold for: US$3300
EBay seller: marnie-cash4clutter
Period: First Black
SCARCE EARLY FINE BELLEEK BLACK MARK
CANDLESTICK HANDLE
VERY EARLY PIECE WITH THE BLACK BACKSTAMP AND
RAISED LOZENGES WITH BELLEEK AND CO.FERMANAGH ON
EACH LOZENGE. …THERE ARE SMALL 7 SMALL FRONTAL
TIPS OF LEAVES AROUND OUTSIDE EDGE MISSING, ONE TIP
OF INNER GREEN LEAF MISSING AND TWO TIPS OF CENTRAL
LEAFS MISSING AS WELL AS A COUPLE OF TINY FLOWERS
FROM CENTRAL LEAF COLUMN.

Sold for: £535
EBay seller: oldestrope,
Period: First Black
IRISH BELLEEK 1ST BLACK MK FLOWERED PICTURE
FRAME
..MARKED TWICE WITH THE 1ST BLACK MARK. ... IT HAS THE
ORIGINAL BEVELED GLASS IN IT. THE FLOWERS AND
BEADING ARE ALL VERY PEARLESCENT. I HAVE LOOKED AT IT
VERY CLOSELY AND I CANNOT SEE ANY DAMAGE ON
IT…MEASURES 6 1/2 INCHES LONG AND 5 1/2 INCHES

Sold for: US$1904.59
EBay seller: crlogan1, Period: First Black
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And Finally…
We make no excuses for reprinting this verse from Fred Gary,
as published on Del Domke’s website:
http://home.comcast.net/~belleek_website/current.html

I’M FINE. c. 2004 (?)
Courtesy of Fred Gary
"There’s nothing whatever the matter with me.
I’m just as healthy as I can be,
I have arthritis in both my knees
And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze.
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin,
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.
"I think my liver is out of whack
And a terrible pain is in my back.
My hearing is poor, my sight is dim,
Most everything seems to be out of trim.
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.
"I have arch supports for both my feet,
Or I wouldn’t be able to go on the street.
Sleeplessness I have night after night,
And in the Morning I’m just a sight.
My memory is failing, my head’s in a spin,
I’m peacefully living on aspirin.
But I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in.
"The moral is, as this tale we unfold,
That for you and me who are growing old,
It’s better to say, ‘I’m fine,’ with a grin,
Than let them know the shape we’re in."

As Del Domke says, a splendid and fitting eulogy to a wonderful
human being !! R.I.P. !!
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