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The Belleek Wishing Cup — further deliberations

— by Tony Fox

In the article published in the UK Belleek Collecta@oup Newsletter Number 26/2, July 2005, | indicated
that it was not possible to establish the date ot#talogue from the information received from Fergusu@le
under cover of the Belleek Pottery Limited letter datédi§ust 1984, i.e. photocopies of four pages
comprising cover, title page, section headed Novelties aasheet showing the Wishing Cup designated by the
letter L. Hence my appeal in the article, quote: “Hiagbody out there got a copy | wonder?”

It is sometimes the case that events take placevdveh one has no control but which lead to a positive
outcome. Now some fourteen months following the patitic of the aforementioned article | have had the
good fortune and opportunity to examine in detail a complestrated catalogue containing the information
previously supplied by Fergus Cleary. The question whismthw raises is how can the date of this particular
catalogue be determined with any degree of confidenca@ faot which is not in dispute is that unlike other
Belleek pieces the design and manufacture of the Wishing&upe attributed to a relatively short timescale.

In order to clarify matters it may prove helpful td thironologically the present known information inpest
of catalogues produced during the years 1930 to 1930.

1) 1922 to 1930. Belleek Pottery Limited. Fergus Cleargbggested that the pages he sent
appertaining to the Wishing Cup art part of a cataloguehndgems to pre-date the 1930 catalogue.
The content of the catalogue particularly the “Celtiar#/ range might indicate that it was published
sometime between 1922, when Mr. K.E. Lloyd came to Blelland 1930, the date of the later
catalogue.

2) 1924. The Story of Belleek by John Cunningham firstighdd in 1992. Page 62 illustration
No. 42 shows the cover of the Belleek Pottery catalodu®24 ostensibly produced under the auspices
of the new pottery manager, Mr. Francis Joseph Dédarthe Wembley Exhibition of May 1924.

3) 1928. Belleek The Complete Collector’'s Guide and ~ Tigure 1: Cover of 1904 Catalogue

IIIust_rated _Reference, Second !Edltlon by Richard K. Degett
_NEW

LLUSTRATED @TALO@UE

published in 1993. Page 203 is headed The 1928 Cataloguefand
shows several examples of Shamrock ware togethetthwttitle
page. Also there is a statement, quote “The 1928 catal@gue
also become a collector’s item, as it is believetddhe first
illustrated catalogue to follow the 1904 catalogue”.

Thirteen years after the publication of the Degenh@edtond Edition
substantial evidence is now available to suggest thaadier

illustrated catalogue (or catalogues) was produced follovmagssue of
the 1904 catalogue and prior to the 1928 catalogue. The fadjowi
reasons are given in support of this proposal, viz:-

a) It is not possible to differentiate and hence dayeoé
the illustrated catalogues produced during the years 1920 to
1930 from the covers since they all appear to be idemtidake
1904 illustrated catalogue cover notwithstanding the company

name change from the Belleek Pottery Works Co., Lartite BELLEEK DOTTEDYWOD}‘\SC

the Belleek Pottery Limited as and from 1920. All the LIMITED -
catalogues appear to have been printed by W & G Baird Ltd., Be//ee k (o ﬁermanagh
Belfast. Figure 1 (right) refers. L ) IRELAND

Page 45



UK Belleek Collectors’ Group Newsletter 27/3 October 2006

Figure 2: : Title Page U;‘ 1904 (;zm{nguc

lupm 3: Title @ age of "y t\fmr.} Cup "Catal m}m
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IVORY CHINA AND PARIAN.

BREAKFAST SERVICES,
DESSERT SERVICES.

TEA and AFTERNOON SERVICES,
FIGURES.

FRUIT STANDS. |
CENTRE PIECES.

VASES,

FLOWER POTS,

CARD BASKETS,

BISCUIT AND TOBACCO JARS,
SWEET PLATES,

MILK TUMBLERS,

and 2 General Variety of Fancy Articles suitable for
Table. Sideboard. and Mantel Decoration.

EARTHENWARE.

CHAIR PANS,
BED PANS,

BREAKFAST AND ThA SERVICES.
DINNER SERVICES,

TOILET SERVICES

MILK PANS

K FANS,

FOOT PANS.,

PUDDING BOWLS,

BAKING DISHES,

JUGS, MUGS, BOWLS,

AND ALL THE GENERAL LINES
OF EARTHENWARE.

|

ALSO MAKERS OF SANITARY GOODS.

MAKERS OF GENERAL I

Initials, Crests, and Coats of Arms executed in first-class
style.
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b)

Without reference to the contents it is possibldifferentiate between the catalogues and date

them between 1904 to 1920, and 1920 onwards, by close exammiti@ntext comprising the title

pages. Figures 2, 3 and 4 (above) refer.

C) The content of the 1928 illustrated catalogue is
more extensive when compared with the catalogue
showing the Wishing Cup. However, the Wishing Cup
does not appear in the 1928 catalogue.

d)

it had a very short life, perhaps it was never put fullo
production for the reason outlined in Trevor Roycroft’s
excellent article entitled The Belleek Wishing Cup — The
Tutankhamen Chalice which appeared in Volume 16
Number 3 2005 of The Belleek Collector magazine.

e) Since the timescale for the introduction of the

Wishing Cup can be determined with a reasonable degre,é'"i

of accuracy it is logical to consider 1924 to be withm th
realms of credibility which would certainly concur with
the specific information in John Cunningham’s book.

Subsequent to the receipt of the four pages from Fergusg/Clea
sent a reply, photocopy refers, however a respons@oetas
forthcoming and | therefore assumed that the Pottergatid
have the complete illustrated catalogue appertaining to the
Wishing Cup. It is worth noting that even in 1994 the qoest
was posed regarding the possibility of the existence ebalier
catalogue (See letter, figure 5, right).
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The fact that the Wishing Cup is neither described
or priced in the catalogue leads one to the conclusain th

Figure 5: 1994 letter to Fergus Cleary

SJelleek
Belleek

Zottery Lids,

Head of Design
24 rugust 1994

Your Zef: FG/A3

dear

iir Cleary,

Thank you Sor your letier dated 3 Au _ust 1994 fosetler with
enclosures i.e. part of a pre 1530 cataleojue wiiich you have
recently discovereds

The information is very ingeresting and
is fitting confimation to solve the aystery of the Lgyptian
wishing cup. A8 you indicate this part catalogue would ajpear
40 have been produced between the 1304 catalogue and the 1926
catalozue,reproduced inegenhardt's latest book. 4 close check
of the front sheets of the recently discovered docunent and the
eatalosme siows then to be virtually identical in fommat
content excent in tha former the nost iuportant difrerence
is Belleex (Ireland) larian China. 3ince the chalice vas not
discovered/information published until 1523 and assuning the
napk was discontinued at %he saze tine as the nomal second

1 rocenatly discovered document uust have
been sreduced durin: the peried 1523 %o 1326, If the printers
Selfast are s%ill in bus

old recorda to collaberaie sane.

period nark taen 4l

& & Saird Ltde iness do tiey have any
In coaclusion viculd it be at all
possible to pho%tocony tue full contents of the recently discovere
sart catalogue in order fo supplement the existing Belleeic
information I have in this narticular contexts I would be willing

40 ooy Sor 4ais serviee/nrivile e,

mu\"s sincer y
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| have had to wait twelve years for the opportunitgxamine this earlier document.

In the circumstances | am
confident in submitting the
proposal that it is indeed the 1924
illustrated catalogue which by the
very definition is another
important step in our
understanding of the fascinating
history of the Belleek Pottery.

The pages which refer to the
wishing cup are reproduced here 3
figure 6 (below), along with the
most detailed possible rendering o
the Wishing Cup itself from the
catalogue (right).

Acknowledgement to Linda and
Eddie Murphy who allowed me to

peruse the pristine issue of their
1924 catalogue at my leisure.

Figure 6: Page from the "Wishing Cup" Catalogue showing the Item as "L"

NOvelties-

HAND-WOVEN—BASKETS AND OTHERS.

Hiiht cr| IS Hiark
Nos DESCRIPTION, Mrasir ‘I-I.’. Rod | Raua 1k
| iz, old
g .| & d i
AB | Shamrock shape,, small size .. i 8 310 0
AC - » middle ,, .| .. |[lb 8|18 0
AD g o large. . ... e (1B G 22 6| ...
AE | Round Low, 6 inches diam: ...| ... |9 0|15 0| .. @
AF 5 R T o N TR 1
AG | Henshall, small size, 7§ in. ... 1o G |18 0
AH - large ,, 9in v 200 N8 6
Al Hexagon, 8] in. diam. S8 dE eieaR 8] = ¥
A] | Boston, 10%in. vorl | e (ISTISHEE G L
AK | Covered, 64in. e wee 12206 300 0
AL | Oval  63in. . o oo o efi8 e
AM | Round Tall, 64 in. diam. P W 1 A
AN i e s cn | e 100618 O
AQ | Oval, 10 in. d'am, e e |16 622 6
A | Celtic small Vases, painted [
and gilt 3] 20
B 31 2 )
C 31| 2
D i 3 2 0
E Cob only 2 3
i ] 2 3
G i S 2l | 2 3
H 5 i+ . painted |
and gilt 39|53 .
1 ' " ~ e 2 6 e
J . large . black and
gald 61 — (1R
K _. L 7 DT I L Y1 I
M Saints Spill % AR ¢ | 6 0|7 6
N | Celtic Fruit Dish witlth 104 e (1T 0I5 0
0 Celtic Spill, panted and gilt |7 5 0|7 &
P | Celtic Ash Tray we |8 6
Q| Leprechaun s 5 Bl
R Celtic small Vase o 3L = 2 6
S [ Celtic Honey Pot ol o - SRR B 0 £ £
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