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JOSHUA POOLE — Pottery Manager

By Paul Tubb

Following the deaths of Armstrong and McBirney, in quigkcession, the pottery at Belleek was sold in
February 1884 as advertised in the Fermanagh Times of Fehrfsthat year. The new buyers had, by the
following September, found themselves in the happy paositidoeing able to re-open the works and get
production started again. The Donegal Independent, as motteel impartial Reporter of Septembel" 1884,
records that:-

“...the Directors have arranged to open the works on Monday next. Thergantighom they have selected as
manager is, we understand, of high repute, with high recommendations for cgpatmliefficiency to direct
the business in all its stages from the slip house to the gilding shop.”

This paragon is, later in the same column, identifieMliaBoole. The Impartial Reporter records the re-oenin
in the same edition of Septembel"1B84.

“On Monday morning, at about half-past five o’clock, Mr Robert SweeneyCC Ballyshannon, Chairman of
the Belleek Pottery Company, formally opened the concern under the ausipice new company. He was
accompanied to the works by the newly appointed manager, Mr Poole, and veddhmeetntrance by a large
number of skilled potters and others lately employed at the business.”

The account goes on to record Mr Sweeney’s speechrishes with

“And now, in conclusion, | have to say a word on the regulations of the pkarst.— You will be paid
fortnightly. Second — You will get a fair day’s work. In connection Wwithdubject | am instructed to say some
changes may become necessary, but before making a change we will sbe whatices are worth. Third —
Talking, gossiping, reading during working hours are strictly prohibited. Fouunctuality, together with
courtesy and civility towards each other, will | trust, grow witli as some of your guiding rules in the place.”

It is recorded by the paper that these regulations nietgeneral approval and that several times the employees
present expressed their interest by applause and thatyalg one of their number came forward to express
their willingness to work with the directors to promdite success of the undertaking.

Which, if any, of these regulations became the cstt&dy Mr Poole’s ceasing to be the manager of theeppt
less than two years later | do not know, but his subseagaeeer at the Ohio factories in East Liverpool of
Knowles, Taylor & Knowles and, later, the Homer Lairgklhina Company was one of great success and
achievement.

At the time of his appointment as manager of the Blelfactory he was still a relatively young man, only 29
years of age, having been born at 2 St Mark’s Stréetidh on February 19th 1855. He was the youngest child
and only son of Joshua and Delilah Poole, both of wivene themselves employed in the pottery industry.
Joshua had married Delilah Boote in the parish chur&t dames, Longton on Novembef"1850. Why

Longton, when the families had been living in Penkmd 8helton respectively, is not known to me at present
but both Joshua and Delilah give their address at tleedirthe marriage as Waterloo Road. Joshua is called a
Potter, as is his father Hamlet and Delilah’s fathain Boote. Delilah herself is simply noted as as$gimand

each gives their age as 21.

That may, of course, provide a clue to the reasorhfot.bngton marriage since Joshua gives his age as just 20
in the 1851 census the following year and the young couplev@lhizave found a compliant vicar in Longton
who did not know them nor their real ages nor was hegpeel to go to the lengths of making enquiries. The
birth record of Margaret Pool (sic) in the indexestfa early months of 1851 may well support the idea of a
marriage in a hurry done quietly away from friends and antaraes.
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In the 1851 census return the family were living in Sitedet, Shelton, a road off St Mark’s Street, roughly
parallel to Broad Street and Margaret was just 3 morths\ext door was the family of Hamlet and Sarah
Poole, father Joshua’s parents, with his brotherseters John, Eliza, Hamlet and Sarah. Most of thétsin
both households were employed in the pottery industrizudoas a Potters (sic) Handler, his wife, Delilahg as
China Paintress, his father, Hamlet, a Potter Therowrother John as a Warehouseman and sister Elaa a
Transferer. The exception, apart from his sisterIbat#0 is said to be ‘employed at home’, is brother ldam
who is a journeyman Shoe Maker.

Our Joshua, then, grew up in Shelton and the family,lwh@uded his two older sisters Margaret and Mary,
born in 1853, were living across the street at 3 St M&#rset in Shelton at the time of the 1861 census.
Joshua, the father, is noted as a Potter on the cegtss and Delilah as a China Painter whilst theehr
children are all down as Scholars. The houses in $k'88&treet no longer exist, indeed St Mark’s Streedfits
is only half the length it was when it went all thay from the church on Broad Street to Sun Street.

By 1861 Hamlet and Sarah, our Joshua’s grandparents, gtikkidren John, Hamlet and Sarah, had moved
to 1 Wharf Lane in Shelton and Hamlet had left thegrgtindustry to become a Grocer. John was an
unemployed labourer but Hamlet junior was still a shoemakeould imagine that the eldest daughter, Eliza,
had married by then but | have been unable to establisthom with any certainty.

Park Terrace, Penkhull (Nowadays
called “Spark Terrace”) Joshua lived in
the end house at the extreme left in
1871.

By 1871 our Joshua’s father and mother
with their children are living at 2 Park
Terrace, Penkhull and he is now a China
Manufacturer with the son, our Joshua, a
| Writing Clerk. It would seem that the
elder Joshua had improved his and his
family’s lot enough for Delilah to cease
== \work and for the younger daughter,

" - Mary, also to not have an occupation.
Precisely what a wr|t|ng clerk’ did is not known to tmet it must have been within the pottery industry ift jus
thirteen years later, Joshua Junior was able to lsepred to the Belleek workforce as having the skillseto
an effective manager of that concern. Which partiqoddtery it was that his father was running in hie rad a
‘pottery manufacturer’ is not stated on the census lagems fair to assume that it was under his father’s
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tutelage that the young Joshua learnt
the skills he could present to Mr
Sweeney and others to persuade
them to take him on as their pottery
manager in 1884.

A Closer view of 1 and 2 Spark
Terrace, Penkhull — Now combined
into an advertising agency office.
Joshua lived in the left hand house
in 1871.

The 1883 Ordnance Survey map of
the London Road area of Stoke
showing Park Terrace, which
connects Park Street to Bath Street
and it's proximity to W.H. Goss’
house — Ashfield Cottage

Interestingly, given its links with the
Belleek pottery, the factory and
home of W H Goss was situated very
close to Park Terrace. However so
too are three other Earthenware
manufactories and two Brick and
Tile works according to the 1883
map. The chance that young Joshua
might know, from very local
knowledge, of the existence of the
Irish factory and perhaps have met
some of the workers who had been
over to Fermanagh and returned to
Stoke is not at all fanciful in such a
closely knit society.

By the time of the 1881 census, now
living at 20 James Street, Stoke on
Trent the elder Joshua is recorded as
a manufacturer employing 18 male
and 8 female workers. The son, our
Joshua, is simply noted as a
manufacturer’s son and the
implication is most likely to be that
he is working with the father. The
whole family is together and
Margaret is stated to be a
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schoolmistress — again with no indication of whichosdtshe was teaching at — and Mary is now noted to be
paralysed. | have not tried to find out in what manherkiefell her but | think, from the death indexest tha
Mary died in early 1887 and it is difficult not to concludattivhatever accident she suffered between the
census returns of 1871 and 1881 eventually resulted in her debéralatively early age of 33.

Left: The view down James

. Street towards London Road,
« Stoke. The Poole family
lived at 20 and 46 James
Street (at different times)

Left: The gap between 16
and 22 James Street, Stoke
where 20 James Street would
have been in 1881.

The older Joshua died, aged 59, on February 27th 1890 at theHamg in James Street, Stoke on Trent and
his son, Joshua, registered the death. It would therefipear that he had returned from America, perhaps
indicating that the illness preceding death had beengadoad painful one thereby giving the family time to
contact the son and him time to make the crossingfather’s occupation is recorded as ‘Majolica
Manufacturer’ and the cause of death is Chronic Broedhmitd Heart Disease — on how many death certificates
in the Potteries area is that, known locally asét@tiRot, given as the cause of death?

At the time of the 1891 census Delilah was living with d@ughter Margaret, still teaching but now head of
household, at 111 West End View, Penkhull which is jusbiaess throw from the house in James Street. The
Penkhull area is elevated above the London Road anddinda®es Street rises up to the higher level, and this
elevation gave the area a much healthier atmosphenee 8cent work by historians has revealed a
significantly lower death rate in this much more pastoommunity. The move up to Penkhull would seem to
indicate that Margaret and her mother did not wish te gjvtheir lives in Stoke to accompany Joshua back to
East Liverpool, assuming of course that Joshua had tripdrsuade them to do so.
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West End Hotel, at
the corner of ; : .
London Road and  |§# Dt
James Street. . : A
Delilah and
Margaret lived in s
houses to the left of
this in 1901 (155
London Road)

Margaret and Delilah are still together, but now dowfrilad hill at 155 London Road, Stoke upon Trent, very
close to their former residence in James Streéheri 901 census but Delilah dies in the spring of 1906 aged
80. It would seem therefore that Margaret did not marryied the life of spinster schoolteacher looking after
her widowed mother whilst her brother went off fistireland and then America in pursuit of his pottery
ambitions. | would like to think that Margaret was hapgywer life and was pleased with what she and her
brother accomplished even on different sides of thédw@he district in which she lived was known as the
West End and was the abode of mari§ tr’ manufacturer’s houses. Up to the middle of thentieéh

century it was looked upon as a desirable location.

I have no knowledge of whether Joshua ever returneddtaithagain after his visit in 1890 and it would seem
that he made an irrevocable decision quite early durgigrheé in Ohio to apply for American citizenship
which he achieved in 1892 according to the American carsuis of 1900 and thereafter.

His life in America is chronicled in the census retythough the 1890 census is largely ‘lost’ and, as noted
above, he may still have been in England followingdéath of his father at the point in the year whevai
taken. The 1900 census return shows him living in Eastpaad, Ohio and married to Elta — | think her
maiden name was King —with their son Allen King Poslecording to the census Joshua and Elta had been
married for six years and Elta is ten years younger tlea husband. She was a ‘local’ girl since the census
records her as being born in Ohio. Joshua is listedRasttery Manager and is said to have entered the bJSA i
1888 and was, by 1900, a Naturalised citizen of that country.

Ten years later the major change to the family griihé presence of another son, yet another Joshoahath
been born in 1905 and a servant, Beth Mimsit, which weedan to indicate that the family were quite well off
and comfortable. Our Joshua is still a Pottery Managdrl7 out of 24 occupations recorded on this page of
the census are jobs within the pottery industry. We krimmn other evidence that we shall look at lateaf th
Joshua was employed at the works of Knowles, TayloKaeavles and it may well be that all these 17 people
are also employed there.

The 1920 census return shows the family still in Eastrpwol and Joshua is now recorded as the
Superintendant of a Pottery Works. Their neighbours @tenger largely pottery folk but include the editor of

a daily newspaper, two general practice Lawyers and tpiptor and manager of a Dry Goods Store. There is
no servant recorded in the household and the eldestlemK, is aged 24 but has no occupation listed. Both
Joshua and Elta have by now ‘lost’ two years fronr tleeorded ages which are given as 63 and 53
respectively. This census gives us the informationibahua became a naturalised American citizen in 1892.
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By 1930 Joshua is dead and Elta, now aged 64, is the headwudehbld in East Liverpool which comprises
just herself and her son Joshua with his wife Greteftemhad been married for about a year, and a servant,
Julia Banks. The young Joshua is employed as a Clay Merohano one else in the household is working
apart, of course, from the servant who says shersadand comes from Alabama.

The elder son, Allen King Poole is also married bytilme of the 1930 census but is living in Hamden
township, New Haven, Connecticut with his wife ofegyears, Charlotte, and a son Allen King Pole Junior
aged three. He is occupied as a Physician working at ¢uic&l School of Yale University — not bad for the
son of a Stoke on Trent Potter. Given this, it woelens that the lack of an occupation in the 1920 census,
which was taken in January that year, is explainedlley Aeing at College, making his way in the studies
needed to enter the medical profession, but at hontedaChristmas and New Year vacation at the timbdef t
census being taken.

There is an excellent article about Lotus Ware, amithy Catherine S Vodrey of the Museum of Ceramics in
East Liverpool, available on the internet and froat #nd other web sites we can piece together Joshua’s
career in the USA. All accounts seem to indicate lieatvas recruited by Isaac Knowles, founder of the potte
firm of Knowles Taylor and Knowles [KT&K] who had ahged the pottery's direction from producing
Rockingham and yellow ware to white ware in 1872. In sutingeyears the firm had grown by new building
and some acquisitions and was producing fine bone chinaspieon what is said to be the largest pottery in
America. Even though the plant burnt down in 1889 it wasiltednd from there was produced Lotus Ware
which first appeared in 1892, the year that Joshua wasegrhist naturalisation.

In her article,[5], Catherine Vodrey talks of Lotus Was beingessentially the brainchild of two men. The
first, an English pottery technician named Joshua Poole, was well-viersty chemistry and arrived in East
Liverpool fresh from the Belleek pottery in western Ireland...... ePoobnsiderable experience was
invaluable; he knew just how far KT&K could push the envelope of makingdstidicate as possible, while
maintaining its structural integrity. With this background, he was in chafgkesigning the bodies of many
Lotus Ware pieces.”

The other man involved was a pottery designer and decdtiainrich Schmidt who had worked in the famous
Meissen factory in his native Germany. As CatheYindrey tells usisaac Knowles’ faith in Schmidt and
Poole was well-placed: Lotus Ware was an immediate sensation. At th&VbBRi3s Fair in Chicago, Lotus
Ware swept the competition, earning every single award in the finelgiorcategories.”However, this very
success included the seeds of the demise of Lotus Wa&K Kt obliged to continue producing Lotus Ware
even though only about one in twelve pieces came urstibm the kilns. The company could not sustain
such losses and in 1896 had to cease production of Lotus Wer@ottery continued to prosper for a while
but in the mid 1920s began to struggle and eventually ceasextiéoin 1931.

Joshua, however, seems to have prospered in East Laverpmaining with Knowles Taylor & Knowles for
eighteen years before moving on to the Homer LauglilinaOCompany as general manager for 16 years.

There is no doubt that Joshua, like his father befonewas a craftsman of the highest calibre and fousd hi
true metier in East Liverpool under the strong manageofdahe Knowles family. It is probably the case that
the challenges he faced in Belleek between 1884 and 1886 eyenedthe resources of such a young man.
The existence of an increasing tide of nationalistofer at the time, fanned by the debates surrounding The
Land League, Parnellism and Home Rule has caused abteahktstorian to consider the 1880s as the crucial
years in Irish history under the Union. [6]. It was/Agril 8" 1886 that Gladstone rose in the House of
Commons to present what is known as the First Home Billl Against such a background it was probably
inevitable that the young Joshua Poole’s task as aisBmganager of the pottery in Belleek would become
untenable. John Cunningham tells us [7] of a movemeanhgrthe men working at Belleek for a local, Irish
manager to be appointed. The new owners had, as repgrietilo Cunningham again, instituted a regime that
put the emphasis on profitability at the expense of luktargs. In the light of Joshua’s success in Ohio this
policy, too, may well have rested uneasily on his sterslduring his brief tenure of the manager’s chair.

The East Liverpool Review [8] records Joshua’s deatisdront page of Monday March 96,928 as
follows:-
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JOSHUA POOLE, CLAY BROKER, DIESIN PENN AVENUE HOME
Former Pottery Plant Executive Succumbs to Heart Attack.

73 YEARS OLD.

Funeral Servicesto be held at 2 p.m. Wednesday.

“Joshua Poole, 73, clay broker and former pottery executive, died &bhig, 215 Pennsylvania Avenue, at
7.30 o’clock this morning following an 11 day illness of heart disease. Hengeil while attending the
luncheon meeting of the Kiwanis club, at the Taverner’s Hotel, Maréh 15

Mr Poole was born at Stoke-on-Trent in the Staffordshire pottery disfriengland, and for more than 40
years had been closely identified with the pottery industry in Eastgool district. He became interested in
the ceramic industry in early life and was an authority in the manufaofuctkinaware and semi-porcelain.
For five years before coming to the United States he was manager fantbas Belleek China works at
Belleek, Ireland. Upon his arrival here he became associated with EsoWwhylor & Knowles company as
general manager which place he held for 18 years. He later became geaeajen of the Homer Laughlin
China company, a position he held for 16 years. He was also interestecEdwire M Knowles China
company of which he was vice president.

Member of Episcopal Church.

He was a member of the St Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Riddle Lodge Na8&3A3vi&son, Pilgrim
Commandery No 55 and of Al Koran Temple, Cleveland. He was also a mertitgeKofanis club.

He is survived by his widow, Mrs Elta King Poole; two sons, IanAK Poole, assistant professor at Yale
University, at New Haven, Conn. And Joshua Poole Jr. at home; also onearaAdlan K Poole, Jr. and a
sister Miss Margaret Poole, Stoke on Trent, England.

Funeral Services will be conducted in the home at 2.30 o’clock Wedneselayaift, in charge of Rev. Russell
K. Cauik, rector of the St Stephen’s Church. Interment will be nmaRé/erview cemetery”.

This obituary clearly underscores his standing in Eagtrhool and the pottery community there. His later
years of managing the works of Knowles, Taylor & Knesvénd then the Homer Laughlin China company
must have been in sharp contrast to his troubled teriurfice at Belleek. As noted earlier, the circumstmn
of the mid 1880s in Ireland would not have helped him inveaoyso it is good to know that he survived with
his interest in ceramics intact and went on to masigraficant contribution to the development of theaodc
trade in America.

My work has been aided by my contact, Nan Brenna@hinago who has access to American records; by the
Vodrey sisters, one of whom wrote the article onEhst Liverpool Museum of Ceramics and their collection

of Lotus Ware, and the other who works at the museurte @gain Kevin Salt of the Wedgwood Museum has
provided invaluable detail of the city of Stoke on Tranthe times we have been talking about and the obituary
from the East Liverpool Review was sent to me by @p#he Genealogy Pit Stop website. My thanks to them
for their help and, if errors still exist, they atenaine.

The references | have used for this article are lamsv®.

[1] ‘The Impartial Reporter’ newspaper of Enniskillen

[2] UK and USA census returns courtesy of ancestry.anakancestry.com
[3] OS map of Stoke on Trent, 1883 courtesy of Hanleyi@uliirary

[4] UK Birth, Marriage and Death certificates courte§¥DNS, Southport

[5] “The Museum of Ceramics — Lotus Ware” by Cathefnéodrey (2002-04)

[6] “The English Face of Irish Nationalism” by Al@iDay, published by Gill & Macmillan 1977
[7] “The Story of Belleek” by John B. Cunningham, puféid by St Davog’s Press, Belleek 1992
[8] “East Liverpool Review” of March 261928, courtesy of genealogypitstop.com
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